ARE  YOU  READ 

GOLDEN  EAGLE  FOOTBALL? 

new  turf,  new  players,  new  season. 


Consolidate  your  student  loans  today 
-  and  you  could  enjoy  an  interest  rate 
lower  than  your  GPA. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 
With  interest  rates  at  an  all-time  low, 
you  can  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
rate  and  lower  your 
monthly  note  as  much  as 
50%.  Or,  leave  your 
repayment  terms  intact, 
pay  your  loan  off  early 
and  pocket  the  interest  savings.  With 
no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or 
income  verification  required,  all  you 
need  to  qualify  for  consolidation  is 
two  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-College 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
Southern  Miss  Alumni,  Education 
Services  Foundation  offers  attractive, 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  to 
those  who  qualify.  These 
industry-leading  benefits 
include:  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically 
deducted  from  your  bank 
account  and  an  additional  1.25% 
reduction  for  36  consecutive  on- 
time  payments.  Give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about 
the  advantages  of  consolidation  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  Mississippi's  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 
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Don't  Wait.  Consolidate. 
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JUSTICE  FOR  ALL 

One  would  expect  that  the  average  chief  justice  of  a  state  supreme 
court  would  define  his  life  in  terms  of  degrees  earned,  cases  won 
or  honors  received.  But  "average"  could  never  be  a  word  to 
describe  Mississippi's  Chief  Justice  Jim  Smith. 

2004  GOLDEN  EAGLE  FOOTBALL  PREVIEW 

Entering  his  14th  season  as  head  coach,  Jeff  Bower  is  poised  to 
bring  another  Conference  USA  championship  to  the  Hub  City.  The 
Talon  recently  sat  down  with  Bower  to  discuss  the  upcoming 
season,  spring  practice  and  the  new  turf. 

A  FAMILY  TRADITION 

More  than  100  members  of  her  family  have  attended  Southern 
Miss,  and  now  incoming  freshman  Jessie  Lang  has  her  chance  to 
continue  the  legacy  that  her  family  started  generations  ago. 

WRITING  A  NEW  CHAPTER 

Carolyn  Haines  is  one  of  Mississippi's  literary  treasures,  and  like 
the  books  she  writes,  her  life  has  had  its  share  of  mystery  and 
unexpected  turns. 

COMMUNITY  SUPPORT  VITAL  TO  FUTURE 
OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  ATHLETICS 

Community  support  for  Southern  Miss  athletics  is  so  deep-seated 
that  an  independent  group  of  area  residents  is  spearheading  a 
campaign  to  rally  voter  support  for  a  tax  referendum  in  the 
coming  November  2  election. 

A  LIFE  REMEMBERED 

Mary  Loraine  "Peets"  Buffet,  mother  of  singer  Jimmy  Buffet,  passed 
away  at  82  in  September  2003,  but  her  legacy  will  cany  on  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  in  the  form  of  The 
Mary  Loraine  Peets  Buffet  Endowed  Freshman  Scholarship. 


FRONT  COVER:   The  new  turf  at  M  M  Roberts  Stadiun 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls 
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make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  die  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection 
witii  die  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound 
children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  University  guide- 
lines), entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaqLie,  and  helps  fund  pro- 
grams that  benefit  die  University  and  the  Southern  Miss  community 


"I  love  Southern  Miss  and  it  is 
important  to  be  a  part  of  all  of 
the  wonderful  things  going  on 
within  the  university.  i  have  trav- 
eled all  over  the  country,  and  i 
am  always  happy  to  say  that  i  am  a 
graduate  of  southern  miss. 
Becoming  a  life  member  was  not  a 
hard  decision  for  my  husband  and 
me,  but  i  wish  i  would  have 
become  a  life  member  sooner.  it  is 

just  one  way  to  give  back  to  the  university  that  has 

been  so  good  to  me." 

Bonnie  Warren  '63 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


Summer  is  a  time  of  transition  for  the  Alumni  Association,  and  never  has  that  been  more  true  than  the  summer 
of  2004.  Our  Association,  like  most  businesses,  operates  on  a  July  1  to  June  30  fiscal  year.  This  means  that  the  late 
spring  and  early  summer  are  spent  developing  plans  and  budgets  for  the  approaching  fiscal  year  and  ever-busy  fall 
semester. 

The  planning  is  culminated  by  the  summer  meeting  of  our  Board  of  Directors.  At  this  "transition"  meeting,  we 
recognize  our  outgoing  officers  and  directors  and  welcome  those  leaders  about  to  accept  the  challenge  of  serving 
the  Association  at  its  highest  levels.  We  also  review,  discuss  and  approve  our  strategic  planning  documents  and  the 
budget  for  the  impending  fiscal  year. 

The  passing  of  the  budget  is  somewhat  routine,  but  the  consideration  of  a  new  five-year  Strategic  Overview  for 
the  Association  this  year  was  much  more  exciting.  In  the  past,  we  have  implemented  an  annual  plan  for  the 
Association  to  increase  our  effectiveness,  expand  our  programming  and  instill  accountability  in  the  Association 
staff.  This  year,  however,  we  are  moving  to  a  whole  new  level  of  operations,  thanks  to  our  Strategic  Overview. 

The  leadership  of  the  Association  has  been  consistently  impressive  since  my  arrival  here  in  1998,  and  this  has 
never  been  more  true  than  with  your  executive  officers  for  2004-2005.  Several  months  ago,  Rex  Kelly,  Danny 
Mitchell  and  Rosemary  Aultman  (our  current  and  next  two  presidents  of  the  Association)  formed  a  strategic  plan- 
ning group  to  extend  the  planning  process  beyond  the  one-year  scope  we  had  been  operating  under  for  several 
years.  They  endeavored  to  take  a  more  long-term  view  of  the  future  of  the  Association  in  order  to  create  a  syner- 
gy based  on  each  successive  presidential  administration.  The  results  are  impressive.  A  plan  has  been  laid  down  for 
the  Association  to  ensure  our  continued  growth  and  progress,  and  you  can  be  confident  you  will  hear  more  about 
this  strategic  initiative  in  the  months  to  come. 

While  the  "transition"  at  the  Board  level  is  exciting  as  we  know  new  opportunities  are  developing  and  new  lev- 
els of  success  will  be  realized,  transition  at  the  staff  level  is  not  always  so  enjoyable.  All  of  our  employees  are  impor- 
tant to  us;  however,  I  cannot  let  the  opportunity  pass  to  recognize  two  of  our  staff  superstars  who  have  made  an 
immense  impact  on  the  Association  before  moving  on  to  new  chapters  in  their  lives. 

The  first  is  our  former  Manager  of  Communications  Bonnie  Gibbs.  Bonnie  joined  our  staff  in  March  2001  and 
worked  tirelessly  to  improve  virtually  every  facet  of  our  communications  effort.  Under  her  tutelage,  our  magazine, 
newsletter,  Web  site  and  The  Drawl  were  all  recognized  as  being  some  of  the  best  publications  in  the  state.  Bonnie 
is  now  interning  with  a  national  magazine  in  New  York  and  will  soon  be  relocating  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  cover 
the  presidential  election.  She  accomplished  more  than  we  could  ever  have  asked  of  her,  and  we  wish  her  contin- 
ued success. 

The  other  superstar  is  Mona  Reeves,  our  administrative  assistant  for  four  years.  Mona  has  left  an  impression  that 
will  be  enduring.  Not  only  was  she  proficient  at  administration  and  bookkeeping,  but  she  carried  out  her  duties 
with  a  sparkling  disposition  that  put  everyone  around  her  in  a  better  mood,  regardless  of  what  kind  of  day  they 
were  having.  Mona  has  relocated  to  North  Carolina,  where  her  husband  and  former  Lady  Eagle  basketball  coach 
Rick  Reeves  will  continue  his  coaching  career  at  Gardner- Webb  University.  She  will  be  missed  here,  but  we  know 
she  will  make  a  positive  impact  on  her  new  community,  regardless  of  what  she  decides  to  do  there  professionally. 

Change,  and  thus  continued  transition,  is  constant,  and  that  is  certainly  the  case  here  at  Southern  Miss.  We 
accept  that  challenge,  and  we  thank  you  for  empowering  us  to  do  so  through  your  continued  support  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  even  during  trying  times.  We  take  pride  in  our  efforts  to  service  our  alumni  and  make  a  dif- 
ference in  the  future  of  our  alma  mater.  With  your  involvement,  we  will  indeed  take... 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Robert  D.  Pierce  II 
Executive  Director 
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Dining,  Shopping  on  Campus  Have  New 
Look,  Feel  and  Taste 


■  Dining  and  shopping  at  Southern  Miss  have  a  new  look  and 
taste.  Aramark  and  Barnes  and  Noble  will  be  the  new  distribu- 
tors for  food  and  clothing  for  the  university.  The  current  food 
service  and  bookstore  employees  will  maintain  their  positions 
and  will  receive  a  5  percent  pay  raise. 

According  to  UNICCO  Service  Company,  outsourcing  servic- 
es on  university  campuses  has  become  a  rising  national  trend. 
The  company  found  that  61  percent  of  universities  within  the 
survey  outsourced  food  service  and  52  percent  outsourced  their 
bookstores. 

The  proposed  residential  restaurant,  Real  Food  on  Campus 
(RFoC),  will  be  located  in  the  University  Commons  in  2004  and 
will  move  to  the  new  addition  of  the  R.C.  Cook  University  Union 
in  2006.  The  restaurant  will  serve  fresh-baked  bread,  rotisserie 
chicken,  made-to-order  grilled  panini  sandwiches  and  cookies. 

The  former  Power  Plant  building  across  from  Cook  Library 
will  be  the  home  of  A  Fresh  Food  Company,  which  is  modeled 
after  a  European  marketplace  and  features  upscale,  authentic 
foods  from  around  the  world.  This  residential  dining  location  is 
scheduled  for  completion  by  the  fall  of  2005. 

Retail  dining  for  the  campus  includes  Einstein  Bros.  Bagels  & 
Cafe  located  in  the  International  Education  Center,  which  is 
currently  under  construction.  In  the  current  Seymours  location, 
plans  are  underway  for  a  Chick-fil-A,  Home  Zone,  Montague's 
Deli,  Salad  Garden,  Bene  Pizza  and  Pasta,  and  an  Express.  Pan 
Geos,  where  diners  can  order  freshly  made  wrap  sandwiches 
and  enjoy  exhibition-style  saute  cooking,  will  be  located  in  the 
Payne  Center  atrium.  Cook  Library  will  also  house  a  Starbucks 
in  the  first  floor  lobby. 


New  President's  University  Council 
Enhances  Communication  Efforts  - 


■  In  order  to  improve  communication  throughout  the  cam- 
pus, a  President's  University  Council  consisting  of  faculty, 
staff  and  students  has  been  created.  The  idea  for  the  council 
came  from  a  meeting  between  President  Shelby  Thames  and 
the  deans  of  the  five  academic  colleges. 

"Members  of  the  council  will  be  asked  to  share  informa- 
tion and  provide  input  to  the  president  that  will  help  move 
the  university  forward  and  foster  communication  across  all 
groups,"  said  Dr.  Rex  Gandy,  dean  of  the  College  of  Science 
and  Technology.  The  council  will  not  be  a  governing  body 
and  will  not  replace  the  Faculty  Senate,  Student  Government 
Association  or  the  Staff  Council. 

Deans  will  solicit  nominations  from  their  faculty,  staff  and 
students  on  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park  campuses.  From 
the  pool  of  nominees,  the  deans  will  select  one  representa- 
tive from  each  group,  giving  the  council  a  total  membership 
of  18  people.  To  ensure  fair  representation  of  both  graduate 
and  undergraduate  students,  the  deans  decided  that  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology  and  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development  will  be  represented  by  undergraduate  students 
while  the  College  of  Health,  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology  and  the  Gulf  Park  Campus  will  be  represented 
by  graduate  students. 

"I  really  appreciate  the  time,  thought  and  planning  the 
deans  took  to  create  this  idea,"  Thames  said.  "I  wholeheart- 
edly embrace  the  deans'  proposal  and  look  forward  to  work- 
ing with  this  group  of  faculty,  staff  and  students  in  advancing 
our  university  I  believe  this  is  one  of  the  first  steps  toward 
moving  our  university  past  the  issues  of  the  last  few  months." 


Morris  Named  Manager  of  English  Language 
Institute 

■  Ann  Morris  was  recently  named  the  man- 
ager of  the  Southern  Miss  English  Language 
Institute.  Morris  returns  to  Southern  Miss 
after  serving  as  the  instructional  technologies 
coordinator  at  the  English  Language  Institute 
at  the  University  of  South  Florida  since  1978. 
She  holds  an  undergraduate  degree  in  psy- 
chology from  Southern  Miss  and  a  master's 
degree  in  linguistics  from  USE 

The  ELI  is  scheduled  to  move  into  the  uni- 
versity's new  Center  for  International  and  Continuing  Education 
building  this  fall,  and  Morris  said  she's  looking  forward  to  the  ben- 
efits of  the  new  facility. 


6 


THE  TALON 


CAMPUS 


Barbour  Addresses  Grads 

Mississippi  Gov.  Haley  Barbour 
brought  three  pieces  of  advice  for  grad- 
uates at  spring  commencement  exercis- 
es on  the  university's  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus. "First,  believe  in  God,"  Barbour 
said.  "Second,  believe  in  your  state  and 

country  and  third,  believe  in  yourself.  I  don't  think  I  can  give  them 

[graduates]  any  better  advice." 
He  praised  the  university's  commitment  to  economic  development 

and  held  it  up  as  a  leader  among  other  universities  in  the  state  and 


nation.  "I  always  use  [Southern  Miss']  Polymer  Institute  as  an  exam- 
ple of  how  our  universities  can  take  research  and  go  beyond  applica- 
tion to  commercialization,"  he  said.  "That's  being  done  here  [at 
Southern  Miss],  and  we  can  do  it  at  other  schools  in  the  state,  and 
that  should  be  their  mission." 

Barbour  said  he  was  honored  to  be  selected  to  speak  at  both  com- 
mencement ceremonies,  which  featured  approximately  1,200  gradu- 
ates. The  third  graduation  ceremony  was  held  on  the  Long  Beach 
campus,  where  Gulfport  City  Councilman  Billy  Hewes,  an  alumnus, 
was  the  guest  speaker. 


Southern  Miss  in  Top  12  for  Ocean  Research  Funding 


3  The  university's  ocean  and  estuarine  scientists  have  launched 
the  university  into  12  th  place  in  the  nation  for  marine  research 
funding. 

President  Shelby  Thames  said  a  national  survey  ranked  the 
marine  sciences  program  in  the  top  dozen  institutions  in  two  cate- 
gories for  the  2001-2002  academic  year — federal  funding  and  total 
funding.  Federal  support  for  Southern  Miss  marine  research  for 
that  period  totaled  more  than  $14.2  million  and  comprised  two- 
thirds  of  the  more  than  $21  million  total  support  for  the  universi- 
ty's ocean  and  estuarine  research  activities. 

The  program  received  about  19  percent  of  its  support  from  state 
funding,  less  than  1  percent  from  private  corporations  or  founda- 


tions and  about  14  percent  from  other  sources  such  as  fees  and 
admissions. 

"We  were  surprised  to  learn  we  were  ranked  ahead  of  Gulf  of 
Mexico  heavyweights,"  said  Dr.  Jay  Grimes,  provost  on  the  Coast. 
Grimes  served  as  the  university's  first  dean  of  marine  sciences  prior 
to  accepting  the  provost  appointment. 

Southern  Miss  units  contributing  to  the  total  were  the  Department 
of  Marine  Science  at  Stennis  Space  Center;  an  ocean  and  atmospher- 
ic modeling  program  that  has  since  been  folded  into  the  marine  sci- 
ence department;  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory,  which 
includes  the  J.L.  Scott  Marine  Education  Center  and  Aquarium  in 
Biloxi;  and  the  Department  of  Coastal  Sciences  at  the  GCRL. 


Dvorak  Named  as  President  of  Research 
Foundation  - 


Dr.  Angeline  Dvork  has  been  named  as  president  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Research  Foundation.  Dvorak 
has  served  as  the  president  of  this  organization  as  a  part  of  her 
responsibilities  as  vice  president  of  research  and  economic 
development. 

After  becoming  president  of  the  university  in  2002,  Dr.  Shelby 
Thames  added  the  pursuit  of  economic  development  endeavors 
to  the  university's  mission  and  vision.  Thames  hailed  Dvorak's 
successful  leadership  in  increasing  the  foundation's  assets  and 
the  university's  funding  for  research  in  her  two  years  as  an 
administrator  at  Southern  Miss. 

Dvorak  will  spend  the  majority  of  her  time  working  on 
Research  Foundation  activities,  including  spearheading  the 
development  of  the  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park  and 
establishing  partnerships  between  the  university  and  business 
and  industry.  She  will  continue  to  manage  the  university's  intel- 
lectual property  portfolio  and  all  licensing  transactions. 

Dr.  Cecil  Burge  will  become  the  vice  president  for  research  and 
economic  development.  He  most  recently  served  as  associate 
vice  president  for  research  and  technology  transfer. 


Health  Department,  Southern  Miss  Research 
Establish  Partnership 


1:  Researchers  at  the  university  will  now 
have  access  to  data  collected  and 
archived  by  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health  for  investigative 
and  research  purposes. 

The  MSDH  is  following  the  national 
direction   of  the   Centers   for   Disease 

Control  and  Prevention  and  the  Association  of  Schools  of  Public  Health, 
which  are  currently  developing  "academic  health  departments. "  This  ini- 
tiative is  designed  to  merge  academic  pursuits  with  the  semce-delivery 
aspects  of  state  health  agencies. 

"This  relationship  provides  an  important  research  ami  to  the 
Mississippi  State  Department  of  Health  and  will  be  utilized  in  develop- 
ing and  evaluating  our  future  programs  and  actrnties,"  said  state  health 
officer  Dr.  Brian  Amy  "But  more  importantly,  future  graduates  will  be 
better  armed  to  enter  the  health  arena." 

The  MSDH  administers  more  than  40  programs  that  collect  data  on 
health-related  issues,  ranging  from  infectious  and  chronic  diseases  to 
environmental  health  and  regulatory  issues.  Southern  Miss  faculty  and 
students  will  now  have  access  to  this  data  and  can  use  it  for  teaching  and 
research  efforts. 
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Alum  Makes  Perfect  Score  on  National  Exam 

Kent  Raulston  of  Petal  was  among  191  business  students 
who  took  the  Educational  Testing  Services'  Major  Field  Test  in 
business  as  part  of  the  capstone  course  for  graduating  seniors 
in  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development. 
Raulston  was  the  only  Southern  Miss  student  who  made  a  per- 
fect score  of  200  on  the  ETS  test,  putting  him  in  a  very  small, 
select  group  of  students  who  turned  in  perfect  scores  nation- 
wide. 

Raulston  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  May  with  a  bach- 
elor's degree  in  accounting  and  will  continue  his  education 
this  fall  working  toward  a  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of  Alabama. 

The  ETS  test  covers  the  areas  of  business  that  students  are 
expected  to  know  to  have  a  well-rounded  education,  said  Dr. 
David  Duhon,  associate  professor  of  management  and  one  of 
the  course's  professors.  "We've  been  using  this  test  for  nearly 
10  years,  and  we've  had  only  one  other  student  to  make  a  per- 
fect score.  The  ETS  tells  us  that  there  is  only  a  handful  of  stu- 
dents nationwide  every  year  who  achieve  this.  That  is  truly  an 
outstanding  score  and  one  we're  proud  of.  This  shows  that  the 
quality  of  education  available  here  is  equal  to  any  in  the  coun- 
try and  that  a  good  student  can  do  well,"  said  Duhon. 


Cross  Receives  College's  First  CoST 
Outstanding  Alumni  Award  - 


X.   •? 


■  Wright  W  "Bill"  Cross  received  the 

first  College  of  Science  and  Technology 

r  Outstanding   Alumni   Award.    Cross,    a 

1951  graduate  in  mathematics,  has  given 

generously  to  his  alma  mater  throughout 

the  years.  In  1994,  the  Wright  W  Cross 

Endowment    was   created    to   provide 

fj^$w2  scholarships  to  students  who  have  finan- 

^    Sk  /I    cial  needs,  major  in  math  and  have  a 

grade  point  average  of  3.0  or  better.  To 

date,  approximately  30  Cross  Scholars  have  been  named. 

In  1997,  Cross  and  his  wife  established  the  Wright  W.  and 
Annie  Rea  Cross  Endowed  Chair  in  Mathematics  and 
Endowment  for  Undergraduate  Research.  Totaling  more  than  $3 
million,  this  was  the  largest  single  gift  in  Southern  Miss  history, 
and  it  established  the  first  endowed  chair  at  the  university. 
Annually,  more  than  10  Cross  Scholars,  as  well  as  the  chair  in 
mathematics,  are  funded  by  this  endowment,  which  provides 
salary  and  research  expenses. 

In  the  fall  of  1999,  Cross  was  inducted  into  the  university's 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and  in  2001 ,  he  was  recognized  as  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  university's  Gallery  of  Benefactors. 


New  Company  to  Commercialize  University's  Research 


The  research  that  is  conducted  at  Southern  Miss  will  now  be 
marketed  and  commercialized  by  a  new  company.  Noetic 
Technologies  Inc.  will  market  all  of  the  intellectual  property  and 
knowledge  that  is  original  to  Southern  Miss,  as  well  as  the  "inor- 
ganic" property  that  has  been  donated  to  the  university. 

The  Noetic  team,  assembled  from  individuals  experienced  in 
commercial  ventures,  has  spent  the  past  few  months  understand- 
ing the  university's  intellectual  property.  As  part  of  its  marketing 
strategy,  Noetic  is  launching  a  Web  site  that  describes  the  universi- 
ty's portfolio  of  intellectual  property.  The  site  will  give  businesses 


the  information  they  need  to  contact  university  representatives 
with  commercialization  opportunities. 

According  to  Jack  Harrington,  Mississippi  Technology  Alliance 
vice  president  for  business  venture  development,  entities  such  as 
Noetic  can  play  important  roles  for  research  within  universities. 
"The  largely  federal  funding  that  goes  into  university  research  is  the 
single  largest  driver  of  research  in  our  state,"  Harrington  said, 
adding  that  commercializing  university  research  can  give  the  uni- 
versities a  new  revenue  stream  to  make  up  for  continually  dwin- 
dling state  funding. 


Marciani  Named  Director  of  School  of  Human  Performance  and  Recreation 


■  Lou  Marciani  is  returning  to  Southern  Miss  to  serve  as  the  director 
of  the  School  of  Human  Performance  and  Recreation.  He  worked  at 
the  university  as  the  director  of  Recreational  Sports  for  10  years  and 
as  the  associate  athletics  director  for  two  years. 

Marciani  served  as  the  assistant  dean  of  academic  affairs  and  con- 
tinuing education  for  the  United  States  Sports  Academy  in  Daphne, 
Ala.  He  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  from  the  University  of  Charleston 


in  West  Virginia,  a  masters  degree  from  the  University  of  Bridgeport 
in  Connecticut  and  a  doctor  of  education  degree  from  Southern  Miss. 
"It's  nice  to  be  coming  home,  and  I  believe  my  vast  experience 
working  in  the  profession  combined  with  my  background  in  aca- 
demics gives  me  an  overall  perspective  that  can  provide  the  School 
of  Human  Performance  and  Recreation  with  solid  leadership," 
Marciani  said. 


8 


THE  TALON 


CAMPUS 


Hattiesburg  Brings  in  Big  Business 

Important  research  at  the  university's  polymer 
science  and  chemistry  departments  is  bringing  big 
business  to  the  Hattiesburg  area.  Recently  the 
state  of  California  could  not  match  Hattiesburg's 
offer  to  help  finance  manufacturing  plants  and- 
laboratories  for  high-tech  businesses.  These 
plants  and  businesses  are  moving  into  500  empty 
acres  to  make  up  an  "innovation  and  commercial- 
ization park"  in  Hattiesburg. 

According  to  the  Milken  Institute,  based  in 
Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  cities  like  Hattiesburg 
"attract  and  expand  science  and  technology  assets 
and  leverage  them  for  economic  development." 
The  institute  also  expects  stronger  economic 
growth  in  cites  and  states  that  are  able  to  fund 
research  and  industrial  parks.  Hybrid  Plastics 
Inc.,  based  in  Fountain  Valley,  Calif.,  is  one  of  the 
companies  that  Hattiesburg  lured  away  from 
California.  The  company  manufactures  nano- 
composites,  substances  that  are  being  used  in  all 
types  of  products,  including  electronics  and  agri- 
cultural products.  One  of  the  reasons  the 
company  was  persuaded  to  come  to  Hattiesburg 
was  due  to  a  $2  million  federal  grant  for  the  high- 
tech  industrial  park. 

This  is  one  of  the  first  steps  that  the  university 
has  taken  for  the  500-acre  innovation  and  com- 
mercialization park  to  be  located  near  Classic 
Drive.  Once  completed,  the  park  will  house  a  vari- 
ety of  research-intensive  projects. 


Editor's  Note:  In  the  Spring  2004  issue,  The  Talon  incor- 
rectly reported  that  past  and  present  Dixie  Darlings  per- 
formed in  London  in  the  summer  oj  2003.  The  group  actual- 
ly performed  in  London  on  New  Year's  Day,  2004.  The  Talon 
regrets  this  error. 


Lohrenz  Named  Chair  of  Department  of  Marine  Science 

■  Dr.  Steven  Lohrenz,  veteran  professor  of 
marine  science  with  the  university,  has  accepted 
the  position  of  chair  of  the  Department  of  Marine 
Science  at  Stenms  Space  Center.  "My  predeces- 
sors have  been  successful  in  building  this  pro- 
gram to  world-class  status,"  he  said.  "I  will  strive 
to  continue  their  legacy  of  fostering  the  success 
and  growth  of  our  program.  A  key  to  this  will  be 
to  maintain  our  strong  partnerships  with  other 
regional  agencies  and  institutions,  and  to  devel- 
op new  relationships." 

Lohrenz  received  his  undergraduate  degree  in 
biology  and  chemistry  from  the  University  of 
Oregon  in  Eugene.  A  graduate  of  the  Woods  Hole  Oceanographic  Institution  in 
Woods  Hole,  Mass.,  with  a  doctorate  in  biological  oceanography  Lohrenz  spe- 
cializes in  the  areas  of  marine  phytoplankton,  remote  sensing,  optics,  and 
research  into  the  identification  and  tracking  of  harmful  algal  blooms,  commonly 
called  "red  tide." 


2004-05  Presidential  Scholars  Announced 

■  The  Honors  College  has  announced  13  students  as  Presidential  Scholars 
for  the  2004-2005  school  year.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  classes  and  represents 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  placements  in  the  Honors  College.  The  stu- 
dents must  have  an  ACT  score  of  30  or  higher  and/or  National  Merit  or 
National  Achievement  semifinalist  status.  The  Honors  College  offers  schol- 
arships based  on  academic  and  leadership  abilities. 

The  new  Presidential  Scholars  and  their  hometowns  are  as  follows:  Matt 
Darby  of  Hattiesburg;  Joey  Emfinger  of  Meadville;  Leslie  Gaddis  of 
Collinsville;  Jennifer  Gillis  of  Jackson;  Frank-Joseph  Greer  of  Hattiesburg; 
Ryan  Jones  of  Purvis;  Jacob  McCann  of  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.;  Daniel  Murin  of 
Hattiesburg;  Matthew  Rook  of  Braxton;  Joseph  Sapp  of  Lumberton;  Thomas 
Simon  of  Biloxi;  Jason  Thompson  of  Slidell,  La.;  and  Lauren  Wozniak  of 
Birmingham,  Ala. 


Marine  Scientists  to  Launch  New  Ocean  Observing 
System 

A  new  ocean  observing  system  wall  be  launched  in  the  central  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  gather  detailed  data  on  the  weather  and  water  m  the  central  Gulf  by 
researchers  from  the  university's  Department  of  Marine  Science. 

Funded  by  $1.6  million  from  the  Office  of  Naval  Research,  the  new  system, 
called  CenGOOS  (Central  Gulf  Ocean  Observing  SystemX  will  begin  operations 
with  a  buoy  outfitted  with  sensitive  oceanographic  and  meteorological  data-col- 
lecting instrumentation.  The  buoy  wall  have  a  high-resolution  GPS  receiver  and 
other  instruments  to  measure  wind  speed,  atmospheric  pressure,  air  temperature, 
humidity,  waves,  ocean  currents,  and  sea  temperature  and  salinity.  The  instrument 
will  increase  accuracy  and  reliability  of  the  weather  and  water  level  depth. 
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CALENDAR 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni  o  usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 


SEPTEMBER 


11        Lincoln,  Neb. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Nebraska 

Hosted  by  USMAA 

Fox  and  Hound  English 

Pub  and  Grille 

(601)266-5013 
16         Southern  Miss  vs.  California 

The  Rock/ 6  p.m. 
24         Jazz  Vocal  Ensemble 

"New  York  Voices" 

(601)266-5418 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  / 

7:30  p.m. 


5  Fall  Career  Fair 
Payne  Center/ 
12-4  p.m. 

6  USM  Symphony  Orchestra 
Concert  with  renowned  flutist 
Sir  James  Galway 
(601)266-5418 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 


7  Southern  Miss  vs.  Houston 

(ESPN)  The  Rock/ 

6:30  p.m.  kickoff 
12        Percussion  Ensemble  Concert, 

"Rhythms  of  Autumn" 

(601)266-5418 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center/ 

7:30  p.m. 

22        Shell  Finish  Line/       f°f\ 
USMAA 
Homecoming 
Golf  Tournament 
call  the  Alumni  Association  at 
(601)  266-5013  or  visit 
southernmissalumni.com 
Canebrake  Country  Club  / 
11  a.m. 

22  USMAA  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet 
Southern  Oaks/ 6:30  p.m. 

23  Capital  Campaign  Announcement 
Honors  House  /  Time  TBA 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


23 


23 


NOVE 


USMAA  Awards  Breakfast  & 

Business  Meeting 

University  Commons 

Southern  Miss  vs.  East  Carolina 

HOMECOMING 

The  Rock/ 6  p.m. 

Dixie  Darlings  50th  Anniversary 

(228)466-6644 


4  USM  Symphony  ,   ^ 

Orchestra  concert      /5=r^l-'=> 

with  Lois  Leventhal      )   I       ! 

and  Richard  Perry 

(601)266-5418. 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 
5-7       Southern  Opera  and  Music 

Theatre,  "Kismet" 

(601)266-5418 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center/ 

7:30  p.m.;  2:30  p.m.  on  11/7 
6  Southern  Miss  vs.  Cincinnati 

The  Rock/ 2  p.m. 

27        Southern  Miss  vs.  UAB 
The  Rock/ 2  p.m. 


0 


2004  EAGLE  LANDINGS 

September  10  •  Omaha,  Neb. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Nebraska 
Tailgate  party  on  Friday  Night 
5:30  p.m.  -7  p.m. 

September  25  •  New  Orleans 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Tulane 

Top  of  the  northeast  parking  garage 

at  the  Superdome 

3:30  p.m.  -  6  p.m. 

October  16  •  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Alabama 
Behind  Sigma  Nu  fraternity  house  on 
north  side  of  University  Boulevard  and 
behind  UPS  Store  off  Campus  Drive 
11:30  a.m. -2p.m. 

November  20  •  Forth  Worth,  Texas 

Southern  Miss  vs.  TCU 

East  side  of  football  stadium  off  of 

Stadium  Drive 

12 -2  p.m. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1)  What  song  does  the  Pride  play  after  the  extra 
point  is  kicked? 

2)  What  is  Lamar  Reynolds  known  for? 

3)  For  whom  is  "The  Rock"  named? 

4)  In  what  year  were  the  Gulf  Park  campus  and 
Keesler  Air  Force  Base  Center  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
established? 


Answers  on  page  53 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


MARCHING  BAND 

Adopt-A-Uniform  Campaign  2004 


Your  financial  support  by 
adopting  a  uniform  for  $300 
will  ensure  proper  maintenance 
of  your  uniform,  support  the  pur- 
chase of  complementary  uniforms 
for  the   color  guard   and   Dixie 
Darlings,    and    other    necessary 
aspects  of  maintaining  a  top-notch 
marching  band. 

Your  name  will  be  embroidered 
into  your  adopted  uniform. 


For  more 
information 
about  adopt- 
ing one  of  our 
new  Pride 
uniforms,  call 
the  College  of 
Arts  and 
Letters  at 
(601)  266- 
5922. 

AA/EOE/ADAI 
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MAKING  TRACKS 

AN  INSIDE  LOOK  AT  ADMISSIONS 


By  Mathew  A.  Cox 
Director  of  Recruitment  Operations 


University  student  recruitment  is  competitive — extremely  com- 
petitive. Across  the  country,  colleges  and  universities  are  engag- 
ing in  different  levels  of  competitive  recruitment.  Some  institu- 
tions recruit  within  very  tight  markets  where  high  school  graduation 
rates  are  not  increasing,  while  others  are  faced  with  regulating  the  size 
and  caliber  of  their  incoming  freshman  class  due  to  an  abundance  of 
prospects  in  their  particular  market.  Whatever  the  market,  institutions 
typically  engage  in  a  continual  shaping  of  their  incoming  class.  They 
want  more  students,  they  want  better  students,  they  want  more  diverse 
students,  or  a  combination  of  any  or  all  of  these. 

A  lot  of  thought  goes  into  making  recruitment  decisions.  They  are 
tactical,  specific,  beneficial  to  the  institution,  and,  hopefully,  obtainable. 
Upon  learning  that  I  work  in  admissions,  someone  once  told  me,  "Hey, 
you  know,  we  need  to  enroll  more students."  For  the  pur- 
poses of  this  article  (and  because  I'm  not  sure  I  can  recall  the  exact 
phrase),  the  adjective  used  to  describe  the  desired  students  this  person 
thought  we  needed  could  have  been  anything.  It  could  have  been  that 
he  or  she  thought  we  needed  to  enroll  more  "smart"  students,  more 
"out-of-state"  students,  more  "in-state"  students,  more  "public  school 
graduates,"  more  "private  school  graduates,"  more  "diverse"  students, 
more  "male"  students  or  more  "female"  students.  It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  we  often  envision  what  types  of  students  we'd  like  to  see  our 
institution  attract  based  on  our  personal  experiences  or  our  surround- 
ings rather  than  on  specific  enrollment  data.  Please  don't  misunder- 
stand me — at  at  all  times,  your  feedback  is  welcomed  and  valued. 
There  is,  however,  a  significant  amount  of  additional  information 
involved  in  structuring  a  recruitment  program  that  truly  and  positively 
impacts  your  institution. 

Every  year  we  review  our  processes  and  strategies,  and  every  year 
we  adjust  some  aspect  for  the  upcoming  recruitment  year.  What  you 
must  know  is  that  such  adjustments  are  not  made  haphazardly.  We 
understand  the  market  influences  at  work  that  can  dictate,  to  a  certain 
extent,  what  we  should  do  and  how  we  should  do  it. 

At  the  risk  of  simplifying  the  issue,  consider  the  following:  If  we 
hope  to  enroll  more  male  students,  for  example,  we  have  to  understand 
that  we  lack  some  of  the  traditional  majors  and  activities  that  may  typ- 
ically draw  male  students — like  certain  engineering  fields  and  even  a 
men's  soccer  team — and  that  we  are  among  the  best  in  the  South  in 
nursing  and  education,  which  historically  draw  females.  If  it  is  pro- 
posed that  we  grow  in  transfer  students,  we  must  understand  that  we 
already  enroll  close  to  one-half  of  all  Mississippi  community/junior  col- 
lege students  who  attend  Mississippi  universities.  The  other  half  is 
spread  among  seven  other  in-state  universities.  We  also  should  be  cog- 
nizant of  trends  like  the  economy  that  seem  to  be  driving  many  would- 
be  four-year  transfer  students  toward  technical  occupations  requiring 
two-year  applied  degrees. 

When  we  try  to  enroll  more  students  who  score  in  the  upper  25 
percent  on  their  standardized  college  entrance  exams,  we  must  have 


data  to  show  that  the  number  of  Mississippi  students  sconng  highest  on 
the  ACT  is  not  increasing.  In  fact,  we  have  data  that  indicates  that  the 
overall  number  of  ACT  test  takers  in  our  state  decreased  this  year.  In 
fact,  Mississippi  census  data  doesn't  predict  any  significant  rise  in  grad- 
uating high  school  seniors,  regardless  of  ACT  scores. 

I  could  go  on,  but  the  point  is  that  there  is  a  definite  method  to  the 
madness  of  recruitment.  To  work  without  the  nght  data  for  your  specif- 
ic institutional  recruitment  needs  is  suicidal  in  a  competitive  market  like 
ours  in  Mississippi.  We  must  be  informed  as  we  look  at  different 
approaches  and  stick  with  what  works  in  areas  where  we've  excelled. 
We  cannot  compromise  one  for  the  other. 

Do  the  current  numbers  show  that  our  hard  working  admissions 
and  enrollment  staff  understand  the  competitive  state  of  university 
recruitment?  I'll  let  you  be  the  judge. 


Total  high  school  and  two-year  college 
programs  attended  and  visits  made 

2002-2003 

2003-2004 

625 

740 

Out-of-state  high  schools  and  two-year 
college  programs  attended  and  visits  made 

140 

211 

Mississippi  high  school  and  two-year 
college  programs  attended  and  visits  made 

485 

529 

High  school  senior  awards  days 

attended  where  Southern  Miss 

scholarships  were  presented 

32 

80 

New  freshman  applications 
for  fall  (through  June) 

4,548 

4,718 

New  freshmen  admitted 
for  fall  (through  June) 

2;980 

3,206 

New  transfer  applications 
for  fall  (through  June) 

2,142 

2,393 

New  transfers  admitted 
for  fall  (through  June) 

1,382 

1,385 

New  Honors  College 
freshmen  admitted  for  fall 

85 

96 

National  Merit  Finalists 
selecting  Southern  Miss 

3 

8 

As  always,  I  welcome  your  comments  and  suggestions  b\  e-mail 
at  mathew.cox@usm.edu  or  by  phone  at  (601)  2oo-51 12. 
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FROM 


Who  Was 

Miss  Willa  Bolton? 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

On  a  tour  of  the  Southern  Miss  campus,  a 
visitor  encounters  a  variety  of  buildings, 
most  of  which  are  named  for  individuals. 
But  what  does  the  average  campus  visitor 
actually  know  about  those  individuals?  Take 
Willa  Bolton  Hall,  for  example.  Who  was 
Willa  Bolton,  and  why  was  a  women's  dor- 
mitory named  in  her  honor? 

Willa  Bolton  was  born  in  Hickory,  Miss. 
(Newton  County),  in  1877.  She  graduated 
from  Mississippi  State  College  for  Women 
(MSCW)  in   1899,  and  earned  a  masters 
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Faculty  of  Hickory  School  (1900) 
Left  to  Right  C.  L  Wood,  J.  M.  Consley,  J.  L 
Grundy,  Miss  Leonard,  Miss  Willa  Bolton  (Bolton 
Family  Papers,  McCain  Library  &  Archives) 


Willa  Bolton  (1915  Neka  Camon) 


degree  from 

Columbia 
University  in  1923. 
She  also  did  gradu- 
ate work  at  the 
University  of 

Chicago  and  at 
Clark  University. 
After  graduating 
from  MSCW,  she 
began  a  career  in 
teaching  that  would 
span  nearly  six 
decades.  Her  first 
job    was    teaching 

sixth  grade  at  Hickory  School  for  about  a 
year.  She  then  taught  Latin  and  math  at 
Kosciusko  High  School  for  four  years, 
English  and  Latin  at  Newton  High  School 
for  seven  years,  and  one  year  at  Meridian 
High  School. 

In  1912,  Miss  Bolton  came  to  Hattiesburg 
as  a  member  of  the  original  faculty  of  the 
states  newest  institution  of  higher  learning, 
Mississippi  Normal  College  (now  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi).  She 
took  up  residence  in  the  women's  dormito- 
ry, which  at  that  time  was  unnamed.  It  was 
at  her  suggestion  that  the  building  was 
named  Hattiesburg  Hall,  in  honor  of  the 
city's  contribution  of  land  and  money  for 
construction  of  the  school.  She  also  suggest- 
ed that  a  building  be  named  for  Forrest 
County,  in  honor  of  its  contribution. 
President  Joe  Cook  agreed,  and  the  men's 
dormitory  became  Forrest  County  Hall. 

Miss  Bolton  was  hired  to  teach  geography 
at  Mississippi  Normal  College  (MNC),  and 
she  was  not  only  the  department  head,  she 
was  the  entire  department.  Hers  is  the  only 


Willa  Bolton  (1926  Neka  Camon) 


name  listed  under  "Geography"  in  the  1913 
MNC  catalog.  She  must  have  done  an  out- 
standing job  because  she  remained  as  head 
of  the  department  for  37  years. 

Over  the  course  of  her  career,  she  traveled 
extensively  in  Europe,  Canada,  Mexico  and 
the  United  States,  and  she  brought  her  expe- 
riences to  life  for  her  students.  In  her  class- 
room, students  were  mentally  transported  to 
the  Scottish  moors,  the  Rhine  River,  the 
fiords  of  Norway,  a  Pittsburgh  steel  mill  or  a 
Detroit  automobile  factory.  Miss  Bolton  loved 
her  subject,  and  she  loved  her  students.  She 
spent  many  hours  counseling  with  students 
and  was  never  too  busy  to  talk  to  them. 

Miss  Bolton's  insatiable  interest  in  geogra- 
phy led  her  to  write  a  textbook  for  elemen- 
tary students  titled,  Our  State:  A  Geographical 
Reader  oj  Mississippi.  Published  in  1925,  the 
book  was  used  in  the  state's  public  schools 
for  10  years. 

Miss  Bolton  retired  in  1948  and  was 
appointed  professor  emeritus  the  same  year. 
Consequently,  she  continued  to  teach  on  a 
limited  basis  for  another  10  years.  When  she 
retired  permanently  in  1958  at  the  age  of  80, 
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Social  Event  at  President's  Home  (ca.  1950)  Left  to  right:  Unidentified  Woman,  President  R.  C.  Cook, 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Cook,  Miss  Anna  Roberts,  Miss  Willa  Bolton,  Miss  Mary  Pulley 


she  estimated  that  she  had  taught  close  to 
30,000  students,  52  of  whom  were  in  her 
final  class.  Miss  Bolton  holds  the  distinction 
of  being  the  last  member  of  the  original  fac- 
ulty to  retire. 

Reminiscing  about  the  early  days  at 
Mississippi  Normal  College,  she  recalled 
that  on  Arbor  Day  of  the  first  year,  students 
brought  trees  from  their  home  counties  and 
planted  them  on  the  barren  campus.  An  elm 
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Willa  Bolton  (1952  Neka  Camon) 


tree  from  Newton  County  was  Miss  Bolton's 
contribution,  and  she  was  able  to  watch  all 
of  the  trees  grow  from  waist-high  plants  to 
maturity.  A  barbed  wire  fence  surrounded 
the  campus  in  those  days,  and  the  front 
gate  was  locked  at  11  p.m.  The  fence  served 
the  dual  purpose  of  keeping  loose  cattle  out 
and  students  in.  Miss  Bolton  said  that  par- 
ties were  held  in  the  lobby  of  the  women's 
dormitory,  but  no  dancing  was  allowed 
until  the  onset  of  World  War  II. 

In  1958  Miss  Bolton  moved  to  El 
Dorado,  Ark.,  in  order  to  be  near  relatives. 
She  died  on  January  16,  1962,  and  is 
interred  at  El  Dorado. 

The  foregoing  information  briefly 
answers  the  "who"  question  posed  in  the 
opening  paragraph.  The  following  excerpt 
eloquently  explains  why  Miss  Bolton  was 
worthy  of  having  a  building  named  in  her 
honor: 

Should  a  philanthropist  make  funds 
available  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
or  plaque  to  the  geographer  in 
Mississippi  who  has  contributed  the  most 
to  the  profession,  the  unanimous  deci- 


Portrait  of  Willa  Bolton  (ca.  1960) 

sion  would  be  Miss  Willa  Bolton.  Hardly 
a  school  system  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
does  not  have  someone  who  was 
acquainted  with  her,  had  a  course  under 
her,  or  was  influenced  by  Miss  Bolton. 
From:  A  Tribute  to  Miss  Bdum  by  Arthell  Kelly, 
The  Mississippi  Geographei  Spring  1973,  Vol  l,Ni 

Willa  Bolton  Hall  was  completed  and 
named  in  1954. 

*  Look  for  a  profile  of  Willard  F.  Bond,  pro- 
fessor of  history  and  Latin  at  Mississippi 
Normal  College,  in  the  next  issue  oj  The  Talon. 
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A  birds  eye  view  of 

Southern  Miss  shows 

a     landlocked     yet 

bulging    university, 

but  two  alumni  are 

helping   to   alleviate 

that    situation    with 

their  recent  gift  of  real 

estate.  On  June  28,  2004, 

James  and  Betty  Barr  presented 

their  alma  mater  with  approximately  4.64  acres  located  at  the  east  end 

of  Essex  and  Peach  streets  near  the  main  campus  in  Hattiesburg. 

"We  are  so  very  appreciative  of  this  gift  of  real  estate  to  Southern 
Miss,"  said  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  president  of  the  university.  "Southern 
Miss  is  continuing  to  expand  and  the  Barrs'  gift  provides  us  with  addi- 
tional space  for  growth  that  is  close  to  our  present  campus  location." 

Located  west  of  the  university's  main  campus,  the  land  is  across  Hardy 
Street  close  to  University  Mall.  The  lot  is  valued  at  $500,000. 

"There  is  no  way  to  put  a  dollar  value  on  the  influence  the  university 
has  had  on  this  community,"  said  James  Barr.  "They  have  been  a  good 
neighbor  to  us  and  have  helped  us  in  our  business  and  in  our  lives.  We 
are  glad  to  be  in  a  position  to  do  something  for  our  university." 

Barr  is  owner  of  Pine  Belt  Oil  in  Hattiesburg,  and  has  been  in  the  retail 
gasoline  business  for  35  years.  Three  years  ago,  he  sold  his  interest  to 
RAMCO,  Inc.,  which  is  owned  by  Robert  Allen  and  Melissa  Morgan. 
RAMCO  operates  14  minit  mart  convenience  stores  in  the  Pine  Belt  Area 
under  the  names  of  Exxon,  Citgo  and  PURE.  Pine  Belt  Oil  serves  as  the 
wholesale  division  of  RAMCO. 


Barrs  Present  Land  to  University; 
Join  Honor  Club  President's  Circle 

Automobiles,  gasoline  and  Southern  Miss  have  played  a  meaningful 
role  in  the  Barrs'  lives.  When  the  two  met  in  the  1950s,  Betty  was  work- 
ing as  a  secretary  at  the  former  Barron  Motor  Company  in  downtown 
Hattiesburg  and  was  studying  business  administration  at  the  university. 
James  was  a  salesman  for  the  company  while  taking  courses  in  geology 
at  the  university,  but  later  switched  majors  to  business  administration. 
The  Barrs'  daughter,  Kandy,  is  a  1993  graduate  of  Southern  Miss  and 
presently  works  as  a  special  agent  for  the  Department  of  Homeland 
Security.  The  Barrs'  first  grandchild  is  due  in  October. 

"As  tuition  costs  continue  to  rise  and  public  monies  dry  up,  universi- 
ties such  as  Southern  Miss  need  more  and  more  help  from  the  private 
sector  to  keep  pushing  education  forward,"  Barr  said.  When  the  Barrs 
were  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  tuition  cost  $60  an  hour. 

The  Barrs'  gift  places  them  in  the  President's  Circle  of  the  Foundation's 
Honor  Club.  The  gift  is  included  in  the  university's  comprehensive  $100 
Million  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss.  The  kickoff  was  announced  April 
20,  2001,  during  the  foundation's  annual  black  tie  celebration  and 
ended  June  30,  2004. 

The  Real  Estate  Committee  of  the  USM  Foundation  Board  will  evalu- 
ate the  property  in  relation  to  the  university's  master  plan  before  deter- 
mining its  best  use.  Hattiesburg  realtor  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Steve 
Floyd  chairs  the  committee.  Southern  Miss  presently  occupies  nearly 
1,200  acres  in  Hattiesburg,  with  the  main  campus  situated  on  320  acres. 

"The  Barrs  really  love  this  university  and  it  shows,"  said  Tim  Ryan,  direc- 
tor of  development  for  the  university.  "Witnessing  the  manifestation  of  such 
a  strong  connection  between  alumni  and  Southern  Miss  is  fulfilling." 

For  more  information  on  giving  to  the  university  through  the 
Foundation,  please  call  (601)  266-5602. 

— Rebekah  Ray 


Southern  Miss'  Top  Honor  Goes  to  Walters 

Overcoming  challenges  has  been  a  part  of  Carla  Walters'  young  adult  life.  In  recognition  of  her  perseverance,  she  received 
one  of  the  university's  top  awards,  the  Judge  R.J.  Bishop  Award,  last  April.  Walters  is  a  senior  special  education  major  from 
Laurel,  Miss. 

"Receiving  this  award  was  utterly  humbling  and  everything  toward  being  named  for  it  was  completely  under  the  control 
of  God,"  said  Walters  of  the  award  which  carries  a  $5,000  stipend. 

Five  years  ago  Walters  had  received  a  bachelor's  in  psychology  and  was  attempting  to  enroll  in  graduate  school  when  she 
was  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer.  A  single  mother  of  four  little  girls,  Walters  underwent  chemotherapy  and  returned  to  Southern  Miss  with 
a  new  career  goal — to  teach  special  education.  Last  May  she  completed  the  degree. 

We  have  had  so  much  help  from  many  people  who  wanted  to  see  me  complete  this  goal,"  Walters  said,  who  finished  her  course  requirements 
only  as  her  finances  and  health  would  allow.  She  held  several  part-time  jobs  to  feed  her  family,  including  one  of  selling  doggie  treats  in  the 
mall.  She  also  worked  as  a  teacher  assistant  in  a  local  elementary  school. 

During  her  second  round  of  chemotherapy,  Walters  had  to  drop  out  of  school.  She  received  incomplete  grades  but  was  able  to  work  them 
off  gradually.  She  also  faced  the  challenge  of  keeping  food  on  the  table.  Carta's  parents  withdrew  part  of  their  retirement  funds  to  help  her. 

The  R.J.  Bishop  Award  recognizes  a  Southern  Miss  student  who  has  overcome  hardships  and  obstacles  to  complete  his  or  her  educa- 
tion. Elna  Bishop  established  the  award  in  1978  to  recognize  her  father,  Judge  R.J.  Bishop. 
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Glenn  Mueller,  president  and  CEO  of  RPM  Pizza  LLC  in 
Gulfport,  pictured  second  from  right,  and  his  daughter, 
Stephanie,  present  a  check  to  Harold  Doty,  dean  of  the  College 
of  Business  and  Economic  Development  at  Southern  Miss. 
Also  pictured  from  left  are  Domino's  District  Manager  Greg 
Daneautt  of  Biloxi  and  General  Manager  Robert  Petty  of 
Hattiesburg.  (Photo  by  Jana  Bryant) 


Muellers  Gift  CBED  Classroom 

Gulf  Coast  pizza 
entrepreneur  Glenn 
Mueller  knows  the 
value  of  a  degree 
from  Southern  Miss 
because  he  hires 
many  graduates  as 
team  members  of 
RPM  Pizza,  LLC  of 
Gulfport.  He  even 
admits  that  he's  a 
"Southern  Miss 
alumni  wannabe." 

Mueller,  his  wife 
Valerie,  nephew 
Richard  III  and  wife  Stephenie  have  made  an  investment  in  the  uni- 
versity with  a  $50,000  commitment  that  will  go  toward  naming  a  class- 
room in  the  new  business  building  planned  to  house  the  university's 
College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development  (CBED).  Glenn  is 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  RPM  and  Richard  is  chief  oper- 
ating officer  of  the  company. 

"I'm  intrigued  by  the  college's  goals  to  get  to  the  top  100  business 
schools  in  the  country,"  said  Mueller.  Mueller  and  daughter 
Stephanie,  a  Southern  Miss  senior  business  student,  recently  pre- 
sented the  first  $10,000  installment  to  Dean  Harold  Doty. 

As  the  largest  U.S.  franchisee  of  Domino's  Pizza,  RPM  Pizza  operates 
about  160  Domino's  stores  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Alabama  and 
Arkansas.  "We  have  many  Southern  Miss  graduates  who  work  for  us 
and  who  have  franchises,"  said  Mueller.  "We  can  help  our  company 
and  at  the  same  time  have  a  great  strategic  partnership  with  the  uni- 
versity. We  can  make  a  difference." 

Glenn  was  formerly  a  certified  public  accountant  who  earned  his 
bachelor's  degree  from  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  and  a  master's  of 
business  administration  from  the  University  of  Michigan.  His  wife 
Valene  is  founder  and  owner  of  Sports  for  Life,  a  non-profit  organiza- 
tion established  to  help  young  athletes  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

A  member  of  the  CBED  Business  Advisory  Council  since  2001, 
Mueller  believes  in  the  goals  of  this  group.  The  Business  Advisory 
Council  is  composed  of  about  80  business  leaders  who  support  the 
CBED  as  it  works  toward  achieving  national  recognition  for  the  college. 
"This  is  a  great  boost  for  our  campaign,"  said  Harold  Doty,  dean  of 
the  CBED.  "Having  leaders  like  the  Muellers  support  our  efforts  in 
helping  students  develop  careers  is  a  huge  validation  of  our  service  to 
the  state  of  Mississippi.  The  Muellers  serve  as  great  inspiration  for  our 
students  and  what  they  can  achieve." 

Supporters  of  the  business  school  launched  the  $50  million  cam- 
paign in  2003  with  pledges  of  more  than  $5  million  to  build  a  new 
business  building  and  to  enhance  programs.  For  more  information 
about  the  campaign,  contact  Emile  Dieth,  development  officer,  at 
(601)  266-6824. 

— Jana  Bryant 


CAL  Establishes  IPFAY  Program 

■  Just  a  small  donation  each  year  can  help  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  carry  on  its  tradition 
of  excellence.  The  IPFAY  Program  (I  Pay  Fifty  a  Year)  is  a  newly  estab- 
lished giving  option  designed  to  provide  operational  support  and 
scholarships  in  CAL. 

"This  new  program  for  supporting  the  arts  and 
letters  at  Southern  Miss  is  a  win-win  situation  for 
both  donors  and  students,"  said  Kristy  Gould, 
development  officer  for  CAL.  "Donors  who  might 
not  be  in  a  position  to  give  large  gifts  over  long 
periods  can  now  designate  gifts  to  a  specific  pro- 
gram to  provide  scholarships,  textbooks,  art  supplies,  music  or  other 
tangible  resources  to  help  students." 

A  pledge  of  $50  per  year  for  five  years  can  assist  students  in  any 
department  in  CAL.  Donors  may  choose  from  Air  Force  ROTC,  Army 
ROTC,  anthropology  and  sociology,  art,  dance,  English,  foreign  lan- 
guages and  literatures,  history,  interior  design,  mass  communication, 
music,  political  science,  speech  communication  and  theater. 

"Although  the  IPFAY  program  is  designed  especially  for  recently 
graduated  alumni  and  graduating  seniors,  anyone  may  participate," 
said  Gould,  who  introduced  the  program  in  June  with  the  goal  of  rais- 
ing $10,000  for  each  department. 

The  IPFAY  program  allows  new  graduated  to  voice  suppon  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters  through  a  budget-conscious  plan.  Several  pro- 
grams in  the  liberal  arts  portion  of  CAL  call  for  numerous  miscellaneous 
items  for  students,  faculty  and  staff  to  achieve  the  goals  of  the  college. 

To  contribute  to  IPFAY,  contact  Gould  at  (601)  266-5922. 


Honor  Club  Members 

THROUGH  JUNE  23,  2004 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

PAUL  GARRETT 

DR.  DORIS  P  BRADLEY 

Pearl,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

SHANE  AND  ALISON  HARIEL 

JAMES  O.  "BUCK"**  AND  JUANITA 

Brandon,  Miss. 

PAYNE* 

WILLIAM  E  HORNE.  IR 

Newton,  Miss. 

Laurel,  Miss. 

HERITAGE  CIRCLE 

JEFF  LINCOLN 

GLENN,  VAL,  RICHARD  III,  AND 

Brandon,  Miss 

STEPHANIE  MUELLER 
Gulfport,  Mi.ss. 

HUGH  PARKER 
Flowood,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

DAVID  AND  MELISSA  BUTLER 
Madison,  Miss. 

JACK  SULLIVAN 
New  Orleans 

LIZ  AND  MORRIS  CONOLY 

ROBERT  L.  W'ELBORN 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Jackson,  Miss. 

RONALD  R.  AND  CYNTHIA  DAY 
Marietta,  Go. 

*  level  upgrade 

*  *Dece\>ep 
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r  support  for  your 
mater  with  golf  products  fro 
Datrek.  Each  item  is  custom 
embroidered  with  The  Univei 
of  Southern  Mississippi  logos 
>)         is  designed  with  today's  golfei 
* sk«      mind.  Features  include  light- 
weight carry  bags,  individual  I 
■  length  dividers  and  inline  ska 

wheel  technology.  Proceeds 
benefit  the  university  and  the 
alumni  association. 

JORT  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  -  PLEASE  ORDER  THE  FOLLOWING: 


COMPLETE  THIS  FORM  &  RETURN  TO:  Datrek  Professional  Bags,  Inc.  •  835  Bill  Jones  Industrial  Dr.  •  Springfield,  TN  37172 

CIRCLE  ONE:  VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 

Name  as  it  appears  on  card 

Card  No Exp 


SOUTfHERN  MISS 

GOLDEN  EAGLES 

BAGS 

Impact 
Golite 
C.S.  Sport 

PRICE       QUANTITY 

$169.95 

$99.95 

$79.95 

Signature 

Credit  card  customers  may  fax  their  orders  to  (615)  384-1290. 


*Add  $12. 00  freight  for  each  bag  purchased.        Name . 
TN  residents  add  9.25%  sales  tax. 


.  Class  of. 


Mm 


Mailing  Address. 
City 


State. 


.Zip. 


Phone. 


Please  call  Datrek  at  1-800-247-9651  for  more  information. 
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Student  Learns  Life  Lessons  on  the  Road 

By  Dana  Luquire  '02,  '04 

Most  students  can  only  imagine  what  it  feels  like  to  have 
accomplished  what  Jeff  Jernigan  has  done  in  just  three 
years  at  Southern  Miss.  The  21 -year-old  has  received 
numerous  honors,  been  actively  involved  on  campus,  and  helped 
raise  more  than  $400,000  for  Americans  with  disabilities. 

Last  summer,  Jeff  Jemigan  biked  more  than  4,000  miles  across 
the  nation  to  raise  money  for  the  Push  America  organization  on  the 
"Road  on  the  Journey  of  Hope."  Along  with  other  members  of  Pi 
Kappa  Phi  Fraternity,  Jemigan  departed  from  San  Francisco,  and 
63  days  later,  completed  the  journey  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  order 
to  make  the  trip  possible,  people  across  the  United  States  made 
donations  of  all  kinds.  "We  survived  off  donations,  it  being  a  meal 
or  a  place  to  sleep,"  he  says.  "We  slept  in  high  school  gymnasiums 
or  community  centers." 

Jernigan  says  the  trip  was  a  learning  expenence  for  him.  "This 
trip  was  not  about  biking  or  seeing  America,"  he  explains.  "It  was 
about  people  giving  up  their  time  and  energy  to  help  others.  It 
made  me  realize  what  I  take  for  granted,  and  that  I  should  appre- 
ciate all  that  I  have." 

The  Vicksburg  native  not  only  devotes  his  time  to  voluntary 
work,  he  is  also  very  involved  on  campus.  Jernigan  is  serving  as  the 


president  of  The  Legacy  Association  and  is  a  member  of  Southern 
Style,  the  NCAA  Compliance  Committee,  the  Student  Government 
Association  and  Pi  Kappa  Phi  fraternity  His  efforts  have  paid  off: 
He  helped  put  in  place  the  new  Fall  Break  for  students  and  imple- 
mented other  ideas  for  improvements  throughout  the  campus.  *'I 
want  to  make  a  difference  at  Southern  Miss,  and  being  involved  in 
organizations  is  definitely  a  way  to  do  this,"  he  explains. 

In  the  future,  Jernigan  would  like  to  attend  law  school,  but  he  is 
not  definite  about  his  future  plans  at  this  point.  One  thing  is  for 
sure:  Wherever  the  future  takes  this  bright  young  man,  he  will 
always  have  an  optimistic  view  on  life  and  will  always  hold 
Southern  Miss  close  to  his  heart. 


a         **UflUHgffl 

•  •  I'm  looking  for  a  bank 
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Banking  should  be  about  more  than  numbers.  No  one 
knows  that  better  than  M&F  Bank.  Our  roots  are  in 

community  banking,  and  even  though  the  marketplace 

■  ^^  ^wS3^  *K    li 

-  and  M&F  Bank  -  have  grown,  we  remain  a  customer- 
driven  financial  center.  That's  why  we  never  lose  interest 

H                     K        >    .o 

in  your  success. 

Call  or  come  by  your  nearest  branch 
so  we  can  get  to  know  you  better. 

^m                          --dB 
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1.800.379.5465    •    www.mfbank.com 

©2004  M&F  Bank 

Member  FDIC  CSSer 

SUMMER  200- 


17 


GOLDENEAGLES  EIJN 


By  Sonya  Smith 


TEAM  WORK:  Three  Golden 
Eagles  Help  Lead  One  Florida  County 


After  graduating 
from  college, 
people  forge 
their  own  paths.  For 
George  Touart  '71, 
Janice  Gilley  '86  and 
Bill  Dickinson  '63,  that 
path  led  them  to 
Escambia  County,  Fla., 
where  they  work 
together  to  govern  a 
community  of  300,000 
people.  Touart  serves  as 
county  administrator, 
while  Gilley  and 
Dickinson  serve  as  two 
of  the  five  commission- 
ers who  comprise  the 
county's  elected  officials. 


Commissioner  Bill  Dickson  '63 

Dickson  entered  Southern  Miss  in  the  fall  of 
1959  on  a  baseball  scholarship.  As  a  freshman  play- 
ing shortstop  in  the  opening  game  of  the  season,  he 
hit  a  triple  and  a  single,  scored  a  run  and  drove  in 
two  run  as  Southern  Miss  went  on  to  win  the  game 
4  to  1,  and  that  was  the  beginning  of  a  very  suc- 
cessful baseball  career  at  the  university. 

Dickson  graduated  in  1963  with  a  degree  in  busi- 
ness administration  and  a  minor  in  economics.  He 
credits  his  four  years  at  the  university  and  his  mem- 
bership in  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity  with  helping  him 
develop  the  qualities  that  have  helped  him  be  suc- 
cessful in  life.  "Through  sports  I  learned  the  impor- 
tance of  teamwork,  dedication  and  perseverance, 


through  Kappa  Alpha  I  learned  the  importance  of 
character  and  integrity,  and  through  USM  I  learned 
the  importance  of  education,"  he  says. 

During  his  senior  year,  the  Pensacola,  Fla., 
native  was  accepted  into  the  Navy's  AOC  program. 
He  was  commissioned  an  ensign  in  January  1964 
and  served  27  years  in  the  military.  During  his  mil- 
itary career,  he  served  as  commanding  officer  of 
two  aviation  squadrons  (one  aboard  the  U.S.S. 
Nimitz)  and  as  commanding  officer  of  Naval  Air 
Station  in  Pensacola  and  the  Naval  Aviation 
Schools  Command  at  NAS  Pensacola. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the  Navy,  he 
served  13  years  as  the  vice  president  of  communi- 
ty and  government  affairs  and  special  assistant  to 
the  president  at  Sacred  Heart  Hospital.  Then  in 
2002,  several  of  his  friends  talked  him  into  running 
for  county  commissioner.  Since  his  election,  he  has 
been  committed  to  serving  the  community.  He  says 
his  greatest  accomplishment  has  been  helping 
restore  the  citizen's  trust 
and  confidence  in  their 
government. 

In  1988,  Dickson  was 
elected  into  the  USM 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame 
along  with  Coach  Jeff 
Bower,  and  today  he 
serves  on  the  M-Club 
Alumni  Association 
Board  of  Directors.   He 

and   his   wife,   Patricia, 

Dickson  was  an  accomplished 
have  one  daughter,  ^^1  p|ayei- for  the  Golden 
Ashley.  Eagles. 


Frosh  Billy  Dickson  Hits  With  A  Stin 
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GOVERNMENT 


Escambia  County  Administrator 
George  Touart  gives  an  Employee 
of  the  Year  Award  to  a  county 
employee. 


County  Administrator  George  Touart  '71 

George  Touart  and  his  family  share  a 
long  history  with  the  city  of  Pensacola 
that  dates  back  to  before  the  late  1800s. 
The  Touart  family  was  one  of  the  found- 
ing families  of  Pensacola;  both  of 
Touarts  parents  retired  from  the  city  of 
Pensacola;  and  some  of  his  fondest 
memories  are  of  growing  up  in  the  area. 
In  1966,  he  left  Pensacola  for 
Southern  Miss.  As  a  freshman  he 
pledged  the  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity  and 
over  the  next  four  years,  he  got  involved 
in  a  variety  of  campus  organizations, 
including  the  Inter  Fraternity  Council. 
Touart  says  campus  life  gave  him  some 
of  his  fondest  memories,  but  his  most  memorable  moment  was  the 
first  time  Southern  Miss  beat  the  University  of  Mississippi,  30-14.  In 
1971,  he  graduated  with  a  bachelors  degree  in  community  regional 
planning,  and  went  on  to  receive  his  masters  degree  in  public  admin- 
istration from  Troy  State  in  Troy,  Ala. 

Touart  accepted  the  Escambia  County  administrators  position  at 
one  of  the  bleakest  times  for  the  county.  He 
came  on  board  a  few  weeks  before  four  of  the 
five  county  commissioners  were  suspended, 
and  four  new  commissioners  being  appointed 
by  the  governor.  Though  it  was  a  difficult  situ- 
ation, Toaurts  got  through  because  of  his  desire 
to  serve  and  his  love  for  the  county  and  the 
Pensacola  area. 

Touart  has  held  this  position  for  less  than  two 
years  but  has  already  made  such  a  dramatic  and 
positive  impact  on  Escambia  County.  Since  com- 
ing to  this  office,  the  new  board  of  county  com- 
missioners has  supported  the  county  personnel 
changes  he  has  made,  including  the  creation  of  a 
public  information  and  communications  office. 
Additionally,  there  are  new  programs  to  assist  the 
public  with  safety,  environmental  and  educational 
issues. 

Touart  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  have  four  chil- 
dren and  three  grandchildren.  In  2003,  his 
days  at  Southern  Miss  came  full  circle  when  his 
son,  Jacob,  a  sophomore  at  the  university, 
pledged  Kappa  Alpha.  Toaurt  says  he  was  very 
proud  when  he  was  asked  to  participate  in  the 
initiation. 


Commissioner  Janice  Gilley  '86 

Janice  Gilley  attended  Southern 
Miss  and  received  her  undergradu- 
ate degree  in  1986.  Then,  she  went 
on  to  the  University  of  Florida, 
where  she  received  her  graduate 
degree  in  1988.  While  at  Southern 
Miss,  she  served  on  the  student 
government  as  secretary  of  the  sen- 
ate and  served  in  the  cabinet  from 
1982-86.  Active  in  other  groups  on 
campus,  Gilley  marched  in  The 
Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band 
for  three  years. 

Although  she  has  never  run  for 
public  office,  Gilley  has  acquired  considerable  political  experience.  At 
the  time  of  her  appointment  to  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners, 
she  was  serving  as  the  staff  director  for  the  Flonda  House  of 
Representatives  Majority  Office.  Prior  to  that  post,  she  served  as  a 
chief  legislative  assistant  from  1992  to  2001.  Gilley  also  served,  on  an 
interim  basis,  as  Gov.  Bush's  appointee  to  the  Escambia  County 
District  School  Board  in  1999. 


Commissioner  Janice  Gilley  congratu- 
lates an  Escambia  County  employee. 


ON  GAME  DAY . . . 


"GO  GOLD"  TSHIRTS  ARE  NOW 
AVAILABLE  FOR  ONLY  $10. 
POLO  SHIRTS  ARE  AVAILABLE 
FOR  $34.  GET  YOUR  OFFICIAL 
GAME  DAY  APPAREL  AT  THE 
FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS; 

•  Campus  Book  Mart 

•  Southern  Miss  Bookstore 

•  Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

•  Buffalo  Wild  Wings 

•  Big  Buck  Sports 

Poh  shirts  not  available  at  all  locations 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Topi 
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College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development: 
Building  A  Foundation  for  Developing  Careers 


by  Jana  Bryant 


Distinguished  Alumnus'  Advice  to  Students: 
Dream  Big 

When  Newton,  Miss.,  native  Jim  Payne  graduated  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1964  with  a  degree  in  business 
management,  he  went  out  to  sell  soap.  Two  years  later  he  switched 
from  soap  to  pharmaceuticals. 

He  liked  it  so  much  he  created  his  own  company. 

After  25  years,  he  sold  the  company 
he  created  for  $37.5  million.  Since  that 
time,  stock  received  for  the  sale  of  UAD 
Laboratories  has  increased  by  4,000 
percent,  says  Payne.  "We  made  a  lot  of 
money  for  our  shareholders,"  he  says. 
Payne  has  given  a  significant  share  of 
H  his  wealth  to  Southern  Miss.  In  1989, 

Al    -     j»L-    he   became   the    first   Southern   Miss 
tL\      0?  graduate  to  give  the  university  a  $1 

\  ^B  million  gift.  This  gift,  along  with  a  sim- 

\    I       ^  riar  one  from  his  brother  Larry,  provid- 

^  I    ed  crucial  funding  for  construction  of 

the  Payne  Center,  the  university's  recre- 
ational facility  for  faculty,  staff  and  stu- 
dents. Since  then,  Payne  has  given  gen- 
erously to  numerous  athletic,  academic 
and  alumni  funds  and  scholarships  at 
Southern  Miss.  He  also  was  instrumental  in 
the  purchase  of  a  satellite  uplink  truck  for 
the  university. 

Now  president  of  Payne  Enterprises, 
Payne  was  honored  this  spring  by  the 
College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development  as  its  2004  Distinguished 
Alumnus.  He  also  was  named  as  one  of  four 
2004  inductees  into  the  prestigious 
Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame. 

Payne  credits  Dr.  Richard  Vreeland,  pro- 
fessor of  marketing,  with  giving  him  the 

belief  that  he  could  achieve  his  dreams.  "1  was  president  of  the  busi- 
ness marketing  fraternity  and  he  [Vreeland]  was  the  sponsor,"  he 
says.  "So  I  got  to  spend  some  time  with  him  driving  to  meetings  in 
Mobile.  I  got  a  real  insight  of  the  world  outside  of  Hattiesburg  and 


Jim  Payne 


Dream  big  dreams 
and  then  follow  up 
on  them.  Don't  be 
afraid     if 
to  dream  big. 


Mississippi.  This  really  helped  me  a  lot  in  making  my  decisions 
because  he  instilled  in  me  that  whatever  I  wanted  to  do,  I  could  do." 
His  advice  for  students  today  as  they  prepare  for  their  careers  in 
business?  "Dream  big  dreams  and  then  follow  up  on  them.  Don't  be 
afraid  to  dream  big.  Dr.  Vreeland  had  a  big  influence  on  me  while  I 
was  here.  I  know  I  gained  a  lot  from  many  people  like  that,"  he  says. 
In  addition  to  managing  a  variety  of  investments  through  Payne 
Enterprises,  Payne  manages  two  foundations  he  created.  The  Jimmy 
A.  Payne  Foundation  is  affiliated  with  Southern  Miss,  and  the  Jim 
Payne  Family  Foundation  is  dedicated  to  medical  research  activities 
with  an  emphasis  on  cancer  research. 

Payne  served  as  president  of  the  USM  Foundation  for  three  years 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  the  investment 
committee.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Eagle  Club  and  was 
inducted  into  the  university's  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1992. 

While  Southern  Miss  has  been  a  principal  beneficiary  of  the  Payne 
family's  generosity,  Payne  has  also  supported  programs  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  Millsaps  College  and  Jones  County  Junior 
College.  He  is  involved  in  higher  education  activities  across 
Mississippi  and  also  serves  on  the  board  of  trustees  and  investment 
committee  of  Millsaps  College.  Jim  also  earned  an  MBA  from 
Mississippi  College  in  1981. 

Payne's  business  career  began  in  the  Mobile,  Ala.,  area  as  a  sales- 
man with  Proctor  and  Gamble,  where  he  worked  for  two  years.  He 
then  moved  on  to  Rucker  Pharmacal  Co., 
where  he  was  a  sales  representative  and  divi- 
sional sales  manager. 

In  1973,  Payne  and  eight  other  investors 
established  UAD  Laboratories,  a  pharmaceu- 
tical marketing  company  based  in  Minden, 
La.  As  president,  chairman  of  the  board  and 
CEO,  Payne  moved  the  company  and  its  18 
salesmen  to  Jackson  in  1983. 

By  the  time  the  company  was  bought  by 

Forest  Laboratories  of  New  York  City  in  1989, 

it  was  a  multimillion-dollar  corporation  with  a 

sales  force  of  130  and  products  bearing  a  Mississippi  label  in  45  states. 

Former  distinguished  alumni  of  the  Southern  Miss  College  of 

Business  and  Economic  Development  are  Harry  Walker  (2003),  Gene 

Carlisle  (2002)  and  L.D.  Bnnkman  (2001). 
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Supporters  Launch  Campaign 
for  New  Business  Building 

In  May  2003,  supporters  of  the  College  of 
Business  and  Economic  Development 
launched  a  fund-raising  campaign  to  finance  a 
new  100,000-square-foot 
building. 

With  a  goal  of  $50  million, 
the  campaign  includes  plans 
for  a  new  building  equipped 
with  the  latest  technology  and 
funds  for  scholarships  and 
professorships. 

The  college  has  been  in  its 
current  location  in  Joseph 
Greene  Hall  since  1968. 
Home  CPA  Groups  gift  will 
be  earmarked  for  the 
lobby/grand  hall  of  the  new 
building. 

The  following  Southern 
Miss  alumni  who  are  Home 
CPA  Group  employees  partic- 
ipated in  the  Wards'  tribute. 


Greg  Anderson 
Shane  Hariel 
Jeff  Lincoln 
Billy  Home 
Hugh  Parker 
Eron  Reid 
Jeff  Walker 
Larry  Welborn 
James  Wilkerson 
David  Williams 
Joyce  Tumage 
David  Butler 


Charla  Rowley 
Paul  Garrett 
Monica  Andrews 
Jeff  Bennett 
Christy  Wilson 
Marsha  Dieckman 
Leanna  Torres 
Steve  Page 
David  Perry 
Joey  Havens  (friend) 
Ron  Applewhite 
(friend) 


-  .  of 

'  1     !   Mi 
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Roy  and  Mary  Evellyn  Ward 


Among  the  Southern  Miss  alumni  who  work  with  the 

Home  CPA  Group  are,  from  left,  David  Williams, 
David  Butler,  Marsha  Dieckman  and  Joyce  Turnage. 


Alumni  at  Home  CPA  Group  Honor  Wards 

Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  who  are  employees  of  one  of  the  Southeast's  top  10 
accounting  firms  are  honoring  the  contributions  of  two  of  their  own  with  a  major  commit- 
ment to  the  university's  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development  for  its  proposed 
new  business  building. 

Home  CPA  Group  president  Hugh  Parker  and  board  chair- 
man Larry  Welborn  announced  this  spring  the  funding  of  the 
Roy  and  Mary  Evelyn  Ward  Grand  Hall.  The  gift,  in  excess  of 
$150,000,  is  made  possible  by  the  firm  and  more  than  25 
employees  who  are  Southern  Miss  graduates  or  friends  of  the 
Wards  and  the  university. 

A  member  of  Home  CPA  Group  since  1966,  just  four  years 
after  founding  partner  William  E  Home  began  the  practice. 
Roy  Ward  served  as  president  and  chairman  of  the  board  from 
1977-2000.  Under  his  leadership,  the  firm  has  become  the 
largest  accounting  firm  in  Mississippi.  He  currently  serves  as 
chairman  emeritus. 

"Roy  and  his  wife,  Mary  Evelyn  Ward,  are  outstanding  com- 
munity servants  who  give  freely  of  their  time,  talents  and 
resources.  This  commitment  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  is  to  honor  their  impact  on  so  many  lives,"  says 
Parker. 

Welborn  says,  "Home  CPA  Group  is  excited  about  the 
future  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  and  we  are 
proud  to  support  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development.  We  believe  this  contribution  will  honor  Roy 
and  Mary  Evelyn  and  will  challenge  future  Southern  Miss  graduates  to  follow  their  exam- 
ple of  leadership  and  integrity." 

"Mary  Evelyn  and  I  are  completely  overwhelmed  that  Home  CPA  Group  would  honor 
us  in  this  way,"  Roy  Ward  says.  "We  know  this  new  facility  will  be  another  avenue  for 
the  university  to  continue  attracting 
outstanding  students  to  the  College  of 
Business  and  Economic  Development. 
We  are  pleased  to  be  a  part  of  this 
endeavor." 

Roy,  a  native  of  Hattiesburg,  and 
Mary  Evelyn,  a  native  of  Jackson,  are 
both  1962  graduates  of  Southern  Miss. 
He  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
accounting,  and  she  earned  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  speech  and  English  and  was 
named  to  the  1962  Southern  Miss  Hall 
of  Fame.  Throughout  their  association 
with  Home  CPA  Group,  they  have  been 

active  in  numerous  church  and  civic  organizations  including  the  Rotary  Club  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra,  Junior  Achievement,  United  Way  and  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jackson.  The  Wards  were  most  recently  honored  as  the  2004  People  of  Vision, 
He  also  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Certified  Public  Accountants,  the 
Mississippi  Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants  and  the  Health  Care  Financial 
Management  Association. 

"The  example  set  by  alumni  at  Home  CPA  Group  and  their  commitment  to  this  uni- 
versity will  surely  help  us  be  more  successful  in  educating  future  business  students," 
says  Dr.  Harold  Doty,  CBED  dean. 


Dean  Harold  Doty  points  out  a  few  details  of  the  new 

proposed  business  building  to  Roy  and  Mary  Evelyn  Ward 

during  a  recent  company  reception  in  their  honor. 


CBED  Creates  an  Environment  for 
Developing  Careers 

A  new  suite  under  construction  at  the  university  should  make  it 
easier  for  potential  employers  to  court  graduating  students.  A  former 
classroom  on  the  second  floor  of  Joseph  Greene  Hall,  which  houses 
the  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development,  is  being  con- 
verted into  an  interview  suite  that  will  be  more  accessible  to  students. 

With  five  soundproof 
rooms  and  a  waiting  room 
for  students,  the  new  addi- 
tion "should  be  one  of  the 
most  professional  inter- 
view suites  of  its  kind  in 
the  state,"  says  Amy  Yeend, 
assistant  director  of  career 
services  for  the  College  of 
Business  and  Economic 
Development. 

A  Career  Services  Center 
already  exists  on  campus 
for  use  by  all  students,  but 
Yeend  says  the  CBED 
wanted  to  internalize  the 
process  so  business  stu- 
dents could  start  becom- 
ing more  "career-minded." 


Electrician  JR.  Williams  works  on  switches  in 

Joseph  Greene  Hall  as  part  of  a  renovation  that  will 

create  a  five-room  interview  suite  for  students. 


CBED  dean  Dr.  Harold  Doty  says  a  key  element  in  accomplishing 
that  mission  is  providing  a  professional  space  where  students  can 
interview  with  companies.  "We  expect  this  will  make  our  college 
graduates  more  attractive  to  corporations,  and  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
vide a  professional  setting  where  our  students  may  present  them- 
selves in  the  best  way  possible,"  Doty  says. 

Not  only  will  the  new  interview  suite  better  accommodate  employ- 
ers, Yeend  says,  but  it  should  also  help  increase  participation  rates 
among  students. 

"Now  our  students  will  see  people  in  suits  walking  the  halls,  pol- 
ishing their  resumes,  and  taking  the  job  search  very  seriously.  In  turn, 
it  should  change  outside  employers'  whole  outlook  on  the  university 
and  the  college,"  she  says. 

Doty  says  he  expects  that  the  new  suite  will  "help  us  place  more 
students  in  better  jobs... This  is  only  one  part  of  the  effort  we're  tak- 
ing to  help  achieve  our  mission,"  he  says. 

In  a  comprehensive  effort  to  enhance  student  services,  CBED 
opened  a  Career  Services  Office  earlier  this  year,  which  serves  busi- 
ness students  at  both  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park  campuses. 
Objectives  of  the  Career  Services  Office  include  building  and  enhanc- 
ing the  Internship  and  Cooperative  Education  program,  tracking  stu- 
dent and  alumni  job  placement  and  salaries,  and  improving  relations 
with  employers. 

Yeend,  an  MBA  hired  in  February  to  oversee  the  CBED  Career 
Services  Office,  says  student  and  faculty  response  to  the  new  office 
has  been  "overwhelmingly  positive." 


College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development 

Points  of  PRIDE 


The  Certified  Public  Accountant  Exam  passage  rate  for  Southern 
Miss  graduates  exceeds  the  national  average  and  is  the  highest  in 
the  state  of  Mississippi. 

The  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development  is  the  first 
college  within  the  university  to  independently  adopt  an  academic 
integrity  policy  that  will  apply  to  all  research  and  academic 
endeavors  of  faculty  and  students.  It  will  be  implemented  in  the  fall 
of  2004. 

The  inaugural  class  of  students  in  the  Stennis  MBA  program 
graduated  in  May  2004.  The  program  is  targeted  for  working 
professionals  employed  at  the  Stennis  Space  Center  in 
Hancock  County. 

A  Southern  Miss  accounting  graduate  (May  2004)  is  one  of  a 
select  few  students  nationwide  who  made  a  perfect  score  on  the 
Educational  Testing  Service's  Major  Field  Test  in  business  that  is 
given  to  graduating  seniors  each  semester.  The  test  measures 
students'  knowledge  on  a  wide  range  of  business  principles. 


The  Personal  Financial  Planning  program  at  Southern  Miss 
received  certification  in  December  2003  by  the  Certified 
Financial  Planner  Board  of  Standards.  Students  in  the  program 
are  eligible  to  sit  for  the  national  CFP  Certification  Examination 
administered  by  the  CFP  board. 

The  most  current  business  news  is  available  to  students  and 
professors  through  the  college's  participation  in  The  Wall  Street 
Journal's  Academic  Partnership  Program.  Southern  Miss  is  one  of 
29  business  schools  across  the  country  whose  participation  in  the 
program  makes  The  Wall  Street  Journal  print  and  online  editions 
available  to  all  students  and  professors. 

The  Center  for  Financial  Services  houses  the  first  student  trading 
room  in  the  state  providing  real-time  access  to  world  financial 
market  information.  Finance  students  in  the  senior-level 
Principles  of  Investments  class  each  semester  also  manage  a 
$200,000  CFS  student  investment  fund  that  resulted  in 
more  than  $21,000  in  profits  for  the  university  during  2003. 
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The  freedom  to  bank 
on  your  own  time. 


Now  you  can  bank  anytime.  Union  Planters  lets  you  choose  convenient 
banking  services  to  fit  your  schedule,  not  ours. 


UPAccess™  Checking 

•  Unlimited 
check  writing 

•  CheckCard  with 
no  annual  fee 

•  Four  free  non-UP 
ATM  transactions 


\}Plnternet  Banking 

•  Bank  anywhere 
with  Internet  access 

•  Check  balances 

•  Transfer  funds 

•  View  statements 


UP  Direct® 

•  24-hour  phone 
access 

•  Up-to-the-minute 
account  information 


To  open  a  convenient  Union  Planters  account  right  now, 
visit  www.unionplanters.com. 


AUNION  PLANTERS  BANK 


Member  FDIC 

$9  monthly  fee  applies  to  UPAtese  Checking  account  Other  banks  may  assess  ATM  charges,  wuwimionpla liters  com  c  Cop\  right  2003  Union  PLinters  B.111 
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ustice  for  All 

By  Karen  B.  Gibbs 
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Chief  Justice  Jim  Smith 


ne  would  expect  that  the 
chief  justice  of  Mississippi's 
Supreme     Court     would 
define  his  life  in  terms  of  degrees 
earned,    cases    won    or    honors 
received.  One  would  expect  that  of 
an  average  chief  justice.  But  "aver- 
age"  could   never  be   a   word   to 
describe  Mississippi's  Chief  Justice 
Jim  Smith  '65.  When  asked  to  share  some  of  the  defining  moments 
of  his  life,  Smith  began  in  a  place  few  would  expect. 

"The  three  years  I  spent  in  the  military  (1966-69)  was  a  defin- 
ing moment  in  my  life,"  he  says  immediately.  "I  think  it  made  me 
grow  up."  After  spending  more  than  two  years  overseas  as  an 
operations  and  intelligence  specialist  in  a  mobile  nuclear  unit, 
Smith  returned  home  with  a  sense  of  confidence.  "I  realized  I 
could  make  decent  grades  and  perform,"  he  says. 

And  perform  he  did.  Upon  getting  out  of  the  active  military  in 
1969,  Smith  started  teaching  school.  Within  five  or  six  months, 
he  began  taking  classes  for  his  law  degree.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  going  to  law  school,  Smith  served  as  principal  of  Pearl  Junior 
High  School  and  worked  on  his  master's  degree  in  school  admin- 
istration. Indeed,  he  was  on  his  way. 

While  a  tenacious  spirit  and  sense  of  commitment  marked  the 
first  of  Smith's  defining  moments,  it  was  love  and  pride  of  fami- 
ly that  marked  the  next.  Smith  says  in  his  senior  year  at  Southern 
Miss,  he  married  his  sweetheart,  Shirley  Ewell.  Sadly  in  1996, 
after  31  years  of  marriage,  Shirley  died  of  cancer.  Their  two 
daughters,  Shannan  and  Amanda,  are  grown  now,  but  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  Smith  still  takes  fatherly  pride  in  their  accomplishments. 
Shannan,  32,  is  a  former  professional  ballerina  who  lives  in 
Jackson  and  teaches  ballet,  and  Amanda,  28,  is  in  musical  theater 
in  North  Carolina. 

"The  defining  moment  with  my  two  girls  is  that  I  have  three 
grandchildren  coming  this  year — the  first  ones,  the  first  ones,"  he 
repeats,  seeming  to  love  the  sound  of  those  magical  words.  "I 
didn't  have  any  and  I  get  three  in  one  year!  My  youngest  daugh- 
ter has  a  little  girl  on  the  way,  and  she  is  due  in  October.  My  old- 
est daughter  is  adopting  two  Russian  toddlers."  Smith  also  has 
two  stepchildren  now,  Samuel,  15,  and  Katherine,  16.  "Samuel 
has  been  a  joy  I  never  experienced,"  he  says.  "Boys  are  different." 
Such  happiness  needs  to  be  shared,  and  rejoicing  with  Smith 
is  his  wife  of  six  years,  Kathy  The  couple  has  known  each  other 
for  28  years,  since  Kathy  and  Shirley's  sister  were  roommates.  A 


former  Junior  Miss,  Kathy  is  also  an  avid  hunter.  "Oh  yes,"  Smith 
says.  "That's  a  big  highlight  in  my  life.  We  hunt  together — white- 
tailed  deer,  turkey,  exotic  animals  out  West.  Among  other  things,  she 
is  my  best  friend." 

Listening  to  Smith  glow  about  his  family,  it  is  hard  to  imagine  him 
in  the  distinctive  black  robes  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court.  As 
the  longest  serving  members  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court,  he 
became  chief  administrative  officer  of  the  state  court  system  on  April 
1,  2004.  Appointed  to  that  position  in  April  2004,  Smith  was  first 
elected  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  1992.  Since  that  time,  he  has  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a  strict  constructionist  and  a  moderate. 

Not  surprisingly  as  chief  justice,  Smith  has  set  an  ambitious  agen- 
da that  includes  changing  the  way  appellate  judges  are  selected.  He 
would  like  to  see  the  elective  system  replaced  by  an  appointive  sys- 
tem for  appellate  judges.  "I  hope  to  do  it  by  speaking  out  repeatedly 
and  trying  to  convince  the  Legislature,  newspapers  and  the  public  in 
general  of  the  necessity  for  changing  this  system.  I  am  convinced  that 
under  an  appointed  system,  we  [would]  get  better  qualified,  more 
capable  individuals.  [They  would  be]  selected  by  a  committee,  with 
names  passed  on  to  the  governor  from  which  he  [would]  choose." 
For  this  change  to  occur,  the  Legislature  must  approve  a  constitu- 
tional amendment.  Voters  then  would  have  to  decide  whether  appel- 
late judges  should  be  appointed. 

What  happens  when  personal  beliefs  are  in  conflict  with  the  law  a 
judge  is  to  uphold?  "There  have  been  a  lot  of  times  I've  found  myself 


Smith  and  his  wife,  Kathy,  are  both  avid  hunters,  which  he  says  is  a  big  highlight 
in  his  life. 
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writing  in  a  way  I  personally  disagree  with,  but  it's  clearly  correct 
under  the  law  and  the  facts  of  the  case,"  Smith  admits.  "It  is  difficult 
to  do  that,  [but]  we  have  to  find  a  way  to  always  do  that." 

Sometimes  what  appear  to  be  indisputable  facts  in  a  case  take  on 
a  different  look  with  a  little  clarification.  Such  was  the  situation  when 
Smith  attended  Southern  Miss.  He  relates  the  following  story  on  his 
first  "lawyering." 

"I  remember  getting  into  a  little  trouble  for  capturing  an  alligator 
out  of  Lake  Byron  on  campus,"  he  says.  "He  was  apparently  swiped 
out  of  the  zoo  by  one  of  the  fraternities  and  turned  loose  in  the  pond. 
Well,  a  friend  and  I  managed  to  put  a  noose  around  his  neck  and 
capture  him.  He  was  about  six  feet  long,  a  pretty  sizable  alligator.  I 
did  walk  the  alligator  over  to  the  dorm  where  my  fiancee  lived.  I 
walked  him  over  on  a  leash.  It  took  'em  a  while  to  find  out  who  real- 
ly had  the  alligator. 

"I  kept  him  in  the  dormitory  for  a  few  days  until  I  got  caught  up 
with.  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  was  in  charge  of  the  area  at  the  time,"  he 
laughingly  continues.  "I  thought  I  was  gonna  get  kicked  out  of 
Southern  Miss,  but  I  finally  prevailed  upon  Dr.  Lucas  that  we  didn't 


steal  the  alligator — we 
captured  him.  They  let  us 
take  him  back  to  the  zoo 
although  we  didn't  swipe 
him.  We  were  the  only 
ones  brave  enough  to  try 
to  recapture  him  in  the 
wild." 

With  fond  memories 
such  as  that,  it  is  obvious 
that  Southern  Miss  still 
has  a  place  in  Smith's 
heart.  Although  his  duties 
as  chief  justice  keep  him 
busy,  he  still  occasionally 
gets  to  come  down  to  Hattiesburg  for  games  and  other  functions  on 
campus.  This  Golden  Eagle  may  have  reached  the  highest  heights, 
but  he  still  finds  a  way  to  return  to  Southern  Miss,  the  place  that 
helped  take  him  "to  the  top!" 


Smith  and  his  wife,  Kathy,  have  been  mart-ied 
for  six  years  and  have  known  each  other  for  28 
years. 
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Show  your  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Membership  Card  and  receive  20%  off  your  meal. 

Offer  does  not  include  alcoholic  beverages  or  tip. 

Southern  Miss  fans  from  anywhere  can  listen  each  week 
to  the  "Golden  Eagle  Hotline"  on  the  ISP  Sports  Network. 

Great  Times!  Great  Tastes! 

Turtle  Creek  Mall  •  1000  Turtle  Creek  Drive  •  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

(601)264-7000 
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By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 

For  the  2004  season,  Golden  Eagle  fans  will  see  the  return  of  many  talented  play- 
ers who  have  been  tabbed  with  preseason  honors  and  will  welcome  many  prom- 
ising young  stars  determined  to  uphold  the  Southern  Miss  winning  ways  that 
have  become  legendary'  in  the  college  football  arena.  The  Golden  Eagles  will  play  an 
1 1-game  schedule  for  the  first  time  in  three  years  and  will  face  some  extremely  tough 
conference  and  non-conference  foes.  But  optimism  runs  high  among  the  Southern  Miss 
team  and  coaching  staff.  Entering  his  14th  season  as  head  coach,  Bower  is  poised  to 
bring  another  Conference  USA  championship  to  the  Hub  City.  The  Talon  recently  sat 
down  with  Bower  to  discuss  the  upcoming  season,  spring  practice  and  the  new  turf. 

Do  you  think  the  team  had  a  good  spring? 

Yes,  I  really  do.  It  was  a  good  spring,  a  very  physical  spring.  We  were  really  young 
on  defense,  and  we  wanted  to  get  those  guys  a  lot  of  playing  time  and  practice.  We  felt 
that  the  guys  needed  to  see  a  lot  of  actual  game-type  situations  and  playing  time  so  we 
scrimmaged  a  lot.  The  only  bad  thing  was  that  we  had  about  six  guys  who  missed 
most,  if  not  a  majority  of,  the  spring  workouts.  We're  going  to  be  counting  on  those 
guys  this  fall,  and  we  needed  them  out  there  this  spring  to  get  some  experience. 

What  are  some  of  the  strengths  of  the  offense  this  year? 

Our  offensive  line  is  probably  our  biggest  asset.  We've  got  a  lot  of  experience  and 
some  depth  there,  and  we  need  that  to  become  better  at  running  the  football.  We've 
got  to  be  a  strong  running  team.  Last  year,  I  think  we  ran  the  football  well  starting  at 
midseason  throughout  the  rest  of  the  season,  and  I  hope  that  we  can  continue  to  do 
that  well. 

Do  you  have  a  lot  of  depth  throughout  the  offense? 

The  offensive  line  is  not  bad.  We've  got  some  pretty  good  depth  there.  The  tight  end 
position  is  looking  pretty  good.  We're  hoping  [senior  tight  end]  Otho  Graves  will  step 
up  for  us  and  be  a  strong  leader  in  the  offense.  We  moved  [junior]  Pedi  Causey  from 
wide  receiver  to  tight  end  last  year,  and  he  was  a  really  strong  player  for  us.  We're  a  lit- 
tle thin  at  wide  receiver,  but  we  think  that  we've  got  some  talent  coming  in  that  will 
help  strengthen  that  area.  We'll  be  depending  on  [senior  wide  receiver]  Marvin  Young, 
[senior  wide  receiver]  DaRon  Lawrence,  and  [junior  wide  receiver]  Antwon 
Courington  and  their  experience  even  more  this  year.  We'll  also  be  looking  at  the  fresh- 
men coming  in  to  fill  some  of  the  various  roles  on  offense.  We're  looking  pretty  good 
in  the  running  backs  department.  We've  got  the  experience  of  [junior  running  back] 
Anthony  Harris  and  [senior  running  back]  Sherron  Moore  to  lead  us  there.  Our  biggest 


Optimism  runs  high  among  the 
Southern  Miss  team  and  coaching 
staff.  Entering  his  14th  season  as 
head  coach.  Bower  is  poised  to 
bring  another  Conference  USA 
championship  to  the  Hub  City. 
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Touch  a  Piece  of  the  Rock 

Picture  yourself  at  a  home  football  game,  with  a  slideshow  of  familiar  images  making 
its  way  across  your  mind.  The  crowd  is  alive  with  cheers  of  excitement  as  they  wait  for 
the  team  to  make  its  heroic  entrance  on  the  field.  Since  1997,  that  entrance  has  includ- 
ed the  ritual  of  touching  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  north  end  of  the  field,  said  John  Cox, 
director  of  sports  broadcasting  for  Southern  Miss. 

Cox,  author  of  a  soon-to-be-released  book,  Rock  Solid,  The  History  of  USM  Football, 
describes  how  the  stadium  became  know  as  "The  Rock."  The  stadium  and  dorm,  known 
as  Faulkner  Field,  was  built  in  the  winters  of  1938  and  1939,  Cox  said.  The  football  team 
worked  for  19  cents  an  hour  to  help  build  the  structure.  Cox  said  the  origin  of  the  field- 
is  nickname  is  rumored  to  have  come  from  the  players  that  assisted  the  construction  team 
in  building  the  stadium,  saying  the  work  was  as  tough  as  if  they  were  working  at  Alcatraz 
Prison,  also  know  as  The  Rock. 

In  1997  a  replica  of  that  building  was  placed  in  the  stadium  as  the  athletic  department 
announced  the  return  of  the  nickname,  'The  Rock."  Today  the  players  run  their  hand 
across  this  rock,  hoping  to  carry  a  little  piece  of  history  and  luck  into  the  game. 

— Dana  McCranie 


weakness  is  that  we  may  have  a  few  inexperi- 
enced guys  out  there  this  fall,  but  again  we've 
got  to  line  up  and  run  the  football  well  if  we're 
going  to  be  a  good  football  team. 

Is  junior  Dustin  Almond  the  No.  1  quar- 
terback? Did  he  have  a  good  spring? 

Yes,  he  is  our  No.  1  guy  Dustin  had  a  really 
good  spring.  We  were  pleased  with  how  well  he 
did  and  how  hard  he  worked.  From  midseason 
on,  he  played  really  well  for  us.  He  didn't  have 
a  very  good  game  in  the  bowl  game,  but  he's 
just  a  heck  of  a  competitor  and  sometimes  that 
plays  against  him.  With  that  competitive 
nature,  he  gets  a  little  frustrated  at  times  and 
loses  his  poise.  That's  what  happened  during 
the  bowl  game.  He's  got  a  lot  more  experience, 
and  that  should  help  him  out  a  great  deal.  We're 
pleased  with  the  progress  he's  made  and  the 
work  he's  put  in.  He's  worked  at  becoming  bet- 
ter at  all  areas  of  his  position,  and  I  think  he'll 
do  very  well  for  us  this  fall. 


Do  you  have  some  strong  backups?  Will 
they  see  some  playing  time  this  fall? 

We've  got  some  really  good  backups  m 
[sophomore]  Damion  Carter  and  [red  shirt 
freshman]  Jeremy  Young.  They  are  two  really 
talented  guys  who  are  going  to  be  good  play- 
ers. They  are  going  to  do  a  good  job  for  us. 
Damion  may  see  a  little  action  for  us  this  fall 
in  the  wide  receiver  position.  We  worked  him 
at  wide  receiver  in  the  spring,  and  he  made 
some  really  nice  plays.  So  I  wouldn't  be  sur- 
prised to  see  Damion  Carter  seeing  some  play- 
ing time  at  the  wide  receiver  position  this  fall. 

Do  you  feel  that  the  offense  is  more 
advanced  now  than  they  were  at  this 
point  last  year? 

No  question  about  it.  Last  year  at  this  time, 
we  were  putting  in  a  new  scheme,  and  Coach 
[Rip]  Scherer  was  teaching  them  a  lot  of  new 
things.  They  really  had  a  lot  thrown  at  them 
really  quickly.  There's  more  of  a  carryover  this 


year.  The  guys  understand  what  we:re  doing 
out  there  and  are  more  comfortable  with  the 
offense.  I  think  from  midseason  on,  during 
the  last  six  games  of  the  season,  the  offense 
really  turned  on  and  played  extremely  well. 
We  racked  up  about  600  yards  and  averaged 
about  35  points  per  game  during  those  last  six 
games  of  the  season.  Our  ability  to  run  the 
football  has  got  to  get  better.  I  know  I'm  being 
repetitive,  but  I  can't  stress  that  enough.  We 
have  got  to  be  strong  at  running  the  football 
down  the  field  if  we  intend  on  being  success- 
ful, but  without  a  doubt  the  guys  are  way 
more  advanced  than  they  were  at  this  point 
last  year.  The  guys  are  comfortable  with  the 
schemes  and  what  we're  doing,  and  it  really 
shows  in  their  performance. 

What  are  some  of  the  strengths  of  the 
defense? 

Our  linebacker  position  is  probably  our 
strongest  point.  We've  got  some  players  who 
have  a  lot  of  experience  in  those  positions. 
We've  got  [senior  strong-side  linebacker] 
Michael  Bole}-  and  [senior  weak-side  line- 
backer] Antoine  Cash  returning  for  us  in  the 
linebacker  positions.  They  have  been  strong, 
consistent  players  for  us,  and  we  expect  them 
to  have  strong  senior  years. 

We're  looking  to  some  other  guys  to  step 
up  and  make  some  big  plays  for  us  this  war. 
[Junior  linebacker]  Kevis  Coley  and  [senior 
linebacker]  Dillon  Cleckler  could  both  see 
some  action  at  the  middle  linebacker  posi- 
tion We've  got  some  big  playmakers  at  the 
linebacker  positions.  You  can  always  count  on 
them  to  make  some  big  things  happen  for  us. 

We'll  be  depending  on  [junior  tree  satetv] 
Trevis  Coley  and  [junior  comerback]  John 


SUMMER  2< 


27 


Eubanks  to  add  a  little  more  depth  to  the  sec- 
ondary this  year.  We're  also  expecting  [senior 
defensive  lineman]  Chad  Ruffin  to  step  up 
and  be  a  strong  leader  for  us.  We  feel  that 
we've  got  a  pretty  strong  defensive  unit 
despite  the  fact  that  several  of  our  guys  missed 
many  of  the  spring  workouts.  I  still  feel  really 
confident  that  we'll  have  another  strong 
defense. 

Do  you  have  a  lot  of  depth  throughout 
the  defense? 

We're  okay  at  depth.  There  are  probably  a 
few  areas  of  concern.  Some  of  the  guys  lack 
some  experience,  and  we're  going  to  be  look- 
ing at  some  of  the  young  kids  to  step  up  and 
be  strong  players  for  us.  We've  always  been  a 


really  strong  defense,  but  we  feel  that  the  key 
to  be  a  great  defense  is  the  ability  to  stop  the 
run.  We've  got  some  really  strong  guys  return- 
ing on  the  defensive  line  who  should  help 
bolster  the  defense. 

We  always  stress  to  the  guys  that  we've  got 
to  stop  the  run,  and  our  guys  understand  the 
importance  of  that.  Since  1999,  we've  led  the 
nation  in  allowing  the  fewest  touchdowns, 
and  we  were  No.  14  in  the  nation  in  allowing 
the  fewest  points.  We  led  the  conference  in 
pass  defense  and  were  fifth  in  the  nation  in 
that  area.  We  were  No.  14  in  scoring  defense 
and  No.  23  in  total  defense.  We've  consis- 
tently been  a  strong  defensive  team,  but 
we're  always  trying  to  improve  in  every  area 
of  the  game. 


More  than  just  Calisthenics 

Home  games  are  special  for  many 
reasons,  but  one  of  the  greatest 
moments  is  hearing  the  cannon  go  off 
after  a  Golden  Eagle  touchdown  and 
seeing  the  ROTC  cadets  hit  the  ground 
for  subsequent  pushups.  Their  enthusi- 
asm is  contagious  and  spreads  through- 
out the  crowd. 

Sgt.  First  Class  Earl  Cooper  said 
those  nine  cadets  are  members  of  the 
Ranger  Challenge  Team,  which  participates  in  the  challenge  each  October  with  15-20 
neighboring  colleges.  During  the  three-day  challenge  the  cadets  participate  in  events 
ranging  from  a  6.2-mile  run  to  hand  grenade  qualification. 

Cooper  said  the  members  of  this  team  are  the  most  physical  cadets  and  are  a  step  above 
the  rest.  This  comes  as  no  surprise  to  anyone  who's  ever  seen  them  do  pushups — one  for 
each  point  the  team  scores.  But  the  rest  of  the  cadets  get  into  the  spirit,  too:  They  partic- 
ipate in  the  Eagle  Walk  at  each  home  game,  pulling  the  cannon  onto  the  field  behind  a 
military  Humvee.   — DM 


Have  some  of  the  younger  guys  stepped 
up  to  fill  some  of  the  defensive  holes 
left  by  graduating  seniors? 

They  really  have,  and  we're  really  depend- 
ing on  them  to  do  that  for  us.  We're  looking 
at  some  of  the  younger  guys  to  step  up  and 
play  a  stronger  role  in  the  defense.  [Junior 
cornerback]  John  Eubanks  is  a  really  strong 
player  who  we  think  will  be  a  strong  leader 
for  us.  We've  got  to  find  another  good  player 
to  play  opposite  him  in  the  cornerback  posi- 
tion. John  is  an  excellent  player,  and  we'll 
depend  on  him  a  lot  this  fall.  We've  got  some 
really  good  guys  competing  for  the  boundary 
cornerback  position  in  [senior]  Seth  Cumbie 
and  [sophomore]  Jasper  Faulk.  We're  really 
looking  forward  to  having  [junior  rover] 
Darrell  Bennett  back  with  us.  He  had  a  really 
good  spring.  We  had  to  redshirt  him  last  year 
due  to  a  shoulder  injury.  We  felt  that  he  need- 
ed that  time  to  recover  because  he  just  would- 
n't have  been  ready  to  come  back  last  year.  He 
needs  to  have  a  good  season.  We're  also  look- 
ing for  [red  shirt  freshman]  James  Nelson  to 
step  up  as  a  defensive  back.  Still,  a  major  pri- 
ority for  us  is  going  to  be  finding  someone  to 
fill  that  spot  opposite  John  Eubanks. 

How  are  the  special  teams  looking? 
What  are  some  of  the  strengths  of  the 
special  teams? 

It's  looking  very  good.  We've  got  [junior] 
Luke  Johnson  back  at  punter  and  [sopho- 
more] Darren  McCaleb  returning  at  kicker. 
We  haven't  decided  yet  who'll  be  the  kickoff 
guy  for  us.  We'll  also  take  a  really  good  look 
at  Bntt  Barefoot,  a  signee  we've  got  coming  in 
from  West  Jones.  We've  got  a  few  positions  on 
special  teams  that  we  need  to  fill,  but  we've 
got  a  lot  of  really  strong  players  returning. 
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Do  you  feel  that  you  got  a  strong  recruit- 
ing class? 

I  think  we've  had  strong  recruiting  classes 
for  the  last  two  years.  We  had  a  couple  of  lean 
years  there  for  a  while  when  we  were  in  tem- 
porary facilities  because  we  really  had  nothing 
to  show  the  recruits.  Now,  we've  got  top-of- 
the-lme  facilities  to  show  the  recruits.  For  the 
past  two  years,  I  have  really  been  impressed 
with  our  recruiting  classes.  I  have  to  take  my 
hat  off  to  the  coaching  staff.  I  think  they  real- 
ly have  done  a  great  job  going  out  there  and 
recruiting  good  players.  They've  done  an 
excellent  job  in  the  recruiting  department. 

You  always  have  a  high  graduation  rate. 
Do  you  take  a  lot  of  pride  in  that  fact? 

We  all  take  a  lot  of  pride  in  that,  even  more 
so  than  conference  titles  and  bowl  games, 
because  that  is  why  these  guys  are  here — to 
get  an  education.  We're  very  proud  of  the 
hard  work  that  our  guys  have  put  in  over  the 
years.  I've  also  got  to  give  a  lot  of  credit  to  the 
coaches  and  the  athletic  staff.  Tracy  Robinson, 
our  director  of  the  Student  Academic 
Enhancement  Program,  deserves  a  lot  of  cred- 
it for  keeping  these  guys  on  track  to  graduate. 
It's  important  to  us  that  these  guys  graduate 
and  get  the  education  they  came  here  for. 

What  is  your  goal  for  the  season? 

Win  a  championship,  like  it  always  is. 
That's  what  we  always  strive  to  do.  We're 
going  to  depend  on  some  of  the  younger  guys 
to  fill  the  holes  left  by  our  graduating  seniors. 
We've  got  some  dedicated  players,  and  I  think 
we've  got  a  lot  of  talented  guys  who  will  pro- 
vide that  leadership  for  us.  I  feel  confident, 
that  we've  got  some  very  good  players  who 
are  going  to  do  well  for  us  this  season. 


Fast  Tracks 


Coming  off  of  their  fourth  Conference  USA  title,  the  Golden  Eagle  football  team  enters 
the  2004  season  on  a  tide  of  Momentum  but  not  in  the  traditional  sense.  The  Rock 
received  a  makeover  this  past  spring  that  could  reap  massive  benefits  for  the  Southern 
Miss  football  team  and  the  field  crew. 

The  turf  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  was  removed  earlier  this  year  and  replaced  with  a 
New  Age  artificial  surface,  Momentum  turf,  just  in  time  for  the  April  17  Black  and  Gold 
Game.  The  university  chose  Sportexe,  a  Canadian  company,  out  of  a  host  of  many  because 
their  product  was  deemed  superior  to  many  of  the  offerings  on  the  market. 

With  its  long  blades  of  artificial  grass  rooted  in  a  sand-and-rubber-lined  surface. 
Momentum  turf  is  designed  to  give  the  feel  and  traction  of  a  natural  grass  surface.  The  sur- 
face, maximized  to  provide  player  speed  and  performance,  is  used  by  some  of  the  finer 
athletic  programs  in  the  nation,  including  the  Baltimore  Ravens  of  the  NFL  and  the 
University  of  California  at  ^ — ■-■— — — ^^^— ^^^— 
Berkeley.  The  installation  of 
the  Momentum  turf  cost 
about  $300,000  and  was 
funded  by  a  donation  given  to 
the  Southern  Miss  Athletic 
Fund.  The  additional  cost  of 
labor  and  base  materials  were 
financed  by  private  donors.         ———————— ^^^— ^^^^^^— ^^^^^^— 

The  benefits  of  the  Momentum  turf  are  endless.  The  new  turf  should  improve  playing 
conditions  and  will  eliminate  many  of  the  headaches  the  field  crew  has  experienced 
through  the  years  trying  to  keep  the  grass  fields  in  excellent  conditions.  Although  the  field 
will  require  some  work  to  maintain  quality  playing  conditions,  maintenance  work  should 
be  decreased  and  fewer  resources  should  be  used  to  keep  up  the  field.  There  will  no  longer 
be  the  need  for  fertilizers,  herbicides  or  pesticides.  All  playing  lines,  marks,  and  Southern 
Miss  and  Conference  USA  logos  were  inlaid  into  the  turf,  reducing  the  two-  to  three-day 
process  of  preparing  and  painting  the  field  for  each  contest.  Other  markings,  such  as  spe- 
cialty logos,  can  be  painted  on  the  turf  temporarily  and  then  removed.  Also,  no  off-season 
is  needed  to  allow  the  grass  field  to  grow  back.  Head  coach  Jeff  Bower  and  his  squad  are 
excited  about  the  possibilities  the  new  turf  will  offer  to  the  team.  "You're  assured  of  a  con- 
sistent, quality  pla)ang  surface  ever}'  time  you  hit  the  field,"  Bower  said 

The  field  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  will  be  renamed  Carlisle-Faulkner  Field  in  honor  of  entre- 
preneur and  longtime  Southern  Miss  supporter  Gene  Carlisle.  The  official  dedication  will  take 
place  September  16,  during  the  home  game  against  Cal  Berkeley.     — JS 


The  new  turf  should  improve  playing  condi- 
tions and  will  eliminate  many  of  the 
headaches  the  field  crew  has  experienced 
through  the  years  trying  to  keep  the  grass 
fields  in  excellent  conditions 


SUMMER  2004 


29 


Owen  Bowen 


Southern  Miss  has  many 
great  football  traditions, 
but  its  the  people  of 
Golden  Eagle  football  who 
make  the  school  stand  out 
at  each  and  every  game. 
And  there  is  no  better 
example  of  Black  and  Gold  pride  than  Owen 
Bowen,  fondly  known  as  O.B. 

O.B.  has  been  on  the  sidelines  supporting 
Southern  Miss  for  more  than  20  years,  assist- 
ing the  football  team  in  the  athletic  office 
and  on  the  field.  O.B.  said  he  enjoys  his  job, 
adding  that  being  a  part  of  Golden  Eagle 


A  True  Golden  Eagle 

football  for  such  a  long  time  "feels  great." 

O.B.  began  working  with  the  team  in 
1972.  EW  Underwood,  head  coach  from 
1969-1974,  was  responsible  for  bringing  him 
on  board.  Underwood  said  he  saw  O.B.  help- 
ing out  on  the  sidelines  at  a  Jones  Junior 
College  football  game  and  asked  the  coach 
about  contacting  O.B.  The  Golden  Eagles' 
coach  talked  with  O.B.  and  his  father  about 
O.B.  becoming  affiliated  with  Southern  Miss' 
football  program,  and  soon,  O.B.  began  keep- 
ing time  for  practice,  which  was  one  of  his 
duties.  "This  boys  a  fine  fella... We  wanted  him 
to  be  a  part  of  our  family,"  Underwood  said. 


Be  True  to  Your  School 

There's  nothing  like  playing  in  your  own  back  yard.  Attendance  at  home  games  continues  to 
increase  among  students  and  fans,  but  more  support  is  needed.  For  the  Golden  Eagles  to  excel, 
the  stadium  needs  to  be  filled  every  time  the  Golden  Eagles  enter  The  Rock.  Increased  support 
will  allow  the  Golden  Eagles  to  play  more  of  their  games  at  home,  which  would  be  an  incred- 
ible advantage  because  the  team  is  seemingly  unbeatable  in  front  of  the  home  crowd.  The  vocal 
support  and  intensity  that  those  sporting  gold  in  the  stands  brings  is  invaluable  to  the  Golden 
Eagles  as  the  fans  quite  often  become  the  12th  man  needed  on  the  field. 

But  while  the  players  desperately  need  the  support  of  their  home  crowd,  more  home  games 
are  needed  for  the  fans.  The  Black  and  Gold  faithful  deserve  to  see  their  Golden  Eagles  more  in 
the  Hub  City  but  to  make  this  possible,  increased  support  is  needed  to  bring  more  home  games 
to  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium.  This  could  lead  to  more  big-name  teams  making  a  stop  in 
Hattiesburg,  rather  than  forcing  the  Golden  Eagles  to  pack  up  for  points  outside  the  Magnolia 
State. 

"The  fan  support  at  home  games  is  very  important  to  our  student-athletes,"  says  Richard 
Giannini,  director  of  athletics.  "They  have  proven  their  success  both  on  the  playing  field 
and  in  the  classroom,  and  the  home  field  advantage  is  very  important  to  our  players.  The 
atmosphere  at  our  recent  Thursday  night  ESPN  televised  games  has  been  electrifying,  and 
we  need  to  continue  that  spirit."      — JS 


In  the  beginning.  Underwood  said  O.B. 
volunteered  his  work  to  the  team,  as  the  ath- 
letic department's  budget  didn't  leave  room 
for  any  extra  staff  to  join  the  team  at  away 
games.  Before  the  next  season  began,  O.B.'s 
father  volunteered  an  extra  vehicle  and  the 
means  for  O.B.  and  several  other  football 
staff  to  join  the  team  at  away  games, 
Underwood  said.  Now,  O.B.'s  been  with 
Golden  Eagle  football  through  five  coaches, 
three  to  four  university  presidents  and 
countless  players,  Underwood  said. 

O.B.  fit  in  very  quickly  at  Southern  Miss 
and  brought  joy  to  the  people  around  him. 
"He's  as  happy  as  the  day  is  long,"  the  coach 
said.  O.B.'s  sincerity  sets  an  example  for 
those  around  him.  Underwood  said  he  pro- 
vided a  good  example  of  dedication  to  the 
school  and  positive  work  habits,  two  things 
he  wanted  his  players  to  see.  "It's  always 
good  for  the  players  to  see,  here's  an  old  boy 
that'd  give  his  heart  and  soul  to  be  doing 
what  your  doing... He  reminds  kids  how 
blessed  they  are,"  he  said. 

O.B.  is  still  a  fixture  within  Golden  Eagle 
football,  giving  his  all  in  every  task  he  does 
to  serve  the  team.  As  for  the  upcoming  sea- 
son, O.B.  said  he  always  looks  forward  to  the 
first  game  to  see  how  the  team  will  do;  he 
said  he  hopes  the  team  beats  Alabama  this 
year.  Of  all  the  things  O.B.  enjoys  about  his 
position,  he  mentions  the  people  most  and 
how  much  enjoys  being  around  the  people 
of  Golden  Eagle  football.  The  feeling  is  cer- 
tainly mutual  —Dana  McCranie 
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A  Family  Tradition 


By  Dana  Luquire  '02,  '04 


When  the  question  came  up  about 
where  Jessie  Lang  would  attend  col- 
lege, there  was  not  much  of  a 
choice.  More  than  100  members  of  her  family 
have  attended  Southern  Miss,  and  now  Lang 
has  her  chance  to  continue  the  legacy  that  her 
family  started  generations  ago. 

"1  have  been  coming  to  Southern  Miss  since 
I  was  little,"  she  says.  "My  family  knows  a  lot  of  people,  and  I  knew 
I  wanted  to  go  here."  So  it  was  not  surprising  that  the  Daphne, 
Ala.,  native  made  Southern  Miss  her  college  of  choice.  Her  grand- 
father, Jessie  "Elmo"  Lang,  for  whom  Jessie  is  named,  attended  the 
university  and  played  football;  he  also  was  voted  as  Mr.  M.S.C.  (Mr. 
USM)  in  1953.  His  wife,  Vivian,  also  attended  Southern  Miss,  and 
together  they  began  a  legacy  that  continues  today. 

Jessie  will  be  the  fourth  generation  in  her  family  to  attend  the 
university.  "I  am  excited  about  coming  to  Southern  Miss  and  so  is 
my  family,"  she  says.  "My  grandmother  keeps  buying  me  Southern 
Miss  gifts,  which  I  really  like." 

Over  the  years,  Lang  has  been  exposed  to  the  university  in  sev- 
eral different  ways.  Her  relatives  have  served  as  members  of  The 
Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band,  in  Greek  organizations,  as 
Seymour,  played  on  many  athletic  teams  and  participated  in  cam- 
pus organizations.  When  she  was  young,  Lang  remembers  coming 


Above:  The  Lang  family  from  left  to  right:  Jess  '80,  Kathy 
78,  Sissy  '88,  Elmo  '53,  Scott  '87,  Mary  Margaret  '83, 
Vivian  '53,  Bruce  '81,  Susan  '90,  and  Linda  '84. 

Left:  Jessie  Lang  in  front  of  the  Administration  Building. 


into  town  for  football  games  and  spending  the 

night  with  her  aunt  in  Panhellenic  dorm.  "I 

remember  staying  in  the  dorm  and  being  excited  about  the  game 

on  the  next  day,"  Lang  says.  "I  also  remember  wearing  my  Golden 

Eagle  cheerleading  outfit." 

This  fall,  Lang  will  begin  her  career  at  Southern  Miss  as  an  art 
major  with  an  emphasis  in  drawing  and  painting.  She  is  passionate 
about  her  artwork.  "I  have  been  working  on  my  portfolio  for  the 
past  year,  and  that  takes  up  a  lot  of  time,"  she  says. 

However,  all  of  that  hard  work  has  paid  off.  She  is  a  recipient  of 
The  Legacy  Scholarship,  given  by  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association.  Additionally,  her  high  school  honors  include  the 
National  Honor  Society,  the  National  Art  Honor  Society.  Who's 
Who  Among  American  High  School  Students  and  the  National 
Honor  Roll. 

As  the  fourth  generation  of  this  family  begins  .u  Southern  Miss. 
Lang  will  encounter  what  many  in  her  family  already  love  about 
this  university:  tradition,  pride,  loyalty  and  excellence 
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arolyn  Haines  is  one  of  Mississippi's  literary  treasures. 

Like  the  books  she  writes,  her  life  has  had  its  share  of 

mystery  and  unexpected  turns.  But  unlike  the  stories  in 

these  books,  her  world  cannot  be  totally  controlled  by  the 

stroke  of  a  pen  or  the  magic  of  her  fertile  mind.  Instead,  what  does 

shape  her  life  is  a  strong  sense  of  purpose,  hard  work,  perseverance 

and  a  generous  dash  of  daring. 

Born  to  journalist  parents,  Haines  had  an  interest  in  writing  from 
an  early  age.  She  sold  her  first  story  to  the  Mobile  Press  Register  when 
she  was  only  12,  and  by  the  time  she  entered  Southern  Miss,  Haines 
was  ready  to  major  in  journalism.  While  attending  college,  she 
began  her  10-year  career  as  a  newspaper  reporter,  a  career  that 
would  take  her  from  reporting  on  a  hostage  holdout  while  perched 
in  a  tree  to  covering  a  robbery  on  horseback. 

By  the  time  she  was  25,  Haines  wanted  to  develop  her  talents  fur- 
ther by  writing  short  stories.  She  moved  to  Ocean  Springs,  bought 
some  horses  and  lived  with  a  supportive  friend  who  encouraged  her 
literary  efforts.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Haines  met  Jerry  Hoar,  head 


of  journalism  at  Ole  Miss,  who  recommended  she  contact  his  agent 
to  sell  her  short  stories. 

Following  his  advice,  Haines  sent  her  short  stories  to  New  York 
literary  agent  Julie  Fallowfield.  After  waiting  only  a  few  weeks,  the 
impetuous  Haines  called  Fallowfield's  office  to  see  if  indeed  she  had 
an  agent.  "I  was  so  nervous,"  Haines  recalls.  "I  was  just  25;  I  was  a 
kid.  So  I'd  dial  and  hang  up  and  dial  and  hang  up.  Finally  I  said, 
'I'm  a  journalist.  I  can  do  this.'" 

Haines  called  and  the  secretary  asked  her  to  spell  her  last  name. 
When  Haines  drawled  out  "H-A-I,"  the  secretary  stopped  her.  It  was 
obvious  this  woman  had  never  before  heard  "Mississippi  talk."  After 
going  through  the  alphabet  up  to  the  letter  "I,"  Haines  was  able  to 
make  herself  clear.  Fallowfield  then  came  to  the  phone  and  agreed 
to  take  Haines  on  as  a  client.  She  offered  one  bit  of  unexpected 
advice:  Write  a  novel;  short  stories  are  too  hard  to  sell. 

With  her  agent's  command  still  sounding  in  her  ears,  Haines 
resolve  to  write  a  novel  had  barely  begun  when  she  was  sent  reeling 
by  her  mother's  tragic  death.  Her  life  changed  drastically  and  the 
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pressure  to  write  and  get  paid  was  immense.  She  went  to  a  bookstore  and  started  interview- 
ing people  about  what  they  read.  Most  of  the  people  she  spoke  with  were  reading  romance 
novels.  Haines  had  never  really  read  one,  so  she  bought  some  Harlequin  novels  and  headed 
home.  She  remembers  thinking  after  reading  them,  "1  can  do  this." 

Haines  was  27,  jobless  and  feeling  alone.  She  moved  to  a  horse  ranch  nearby  where  she 
worked  by  day  as  the  "stall  cleaner  extraordinaire"  and  wrote  at  night.  Eventually,  she  found  a 
job  in  the  public  relations  office  at  the  University  of  Southern  Alabama  in  Mobile  and  moved 
into  a  rental  house  that  had  grounds  for  her  horses. 

While  the  financial  security  afforded  by  her  job  at  USA  was  most  appreciated,  Haines  was 
equally  grateful  to  the  university  for  the  opportunity  to  pursue  her  master's  degree  in  creative 
writing  at  no  charge.  Upon  receiving  her  degree,  she  continued  teaching  non-credit  courses  in 
genre  fiction.  Several  of  the  students  from  these  classes  joined  with  Haines  to  form  a  writers 
critique  group  that  has  been  meeting  twice  a  month  ever  since  for  the  past  15  years.  The  sup- 
port and  input  of  this  group  has  been  integral  to  the  success  of  Haines'  writing.  "We  call  our- 
selves the  Deep  South  Writers  Salon,"  Haines  intones,  twisting  her  index  finger  into  her  cheek 
as  if  to  say,  "class-y!" 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  spite  of — or  perhaps  because  of — loss,  heartache  and  hardship, 
Haines  produced  her  first  Harlequin  novel,  A  Deadly  Breed,  in  1988.  "There  was  this  editor  at 
Harlequin  named  Tahti  Carter  who  taught  me  how  to  write.  She  really  worked  with  me.  I  have 
no  idea  why,  because  they  don't  [usually]  do  that.  She  taught  me  so  much,"  she  says  with  obvi- 
ous gratitude  and  humility. 

In  1990,  Haines  envisioned  a  different  type  of  mystery,  one  that  coupled  her  love  of  intrigue 
with  her  love  for  animals.  Enter  a  cat  named  Familiar  who  helps  solve  the  mystery  in  Fear 
Familiar.  As  of  this  writing,  Familiar  has  purred  his  way  through  16  novels,  capturing  the 
hearts  and  imaginations  of  readers. 

Eager  to  try  her  hand  at  other  types  of  fiction,  Haines  started  writing  horror.  What  she  pro- 
duced was  good  but  not  what  her  publisher  handled.  Haines  needed  someone  to  represent  her 

work  to  other  publishers.  She'd  read  about 
Marian  Young,  a  New  York  agent,  in 
Publishers  Weekly  and  decided  this  was  the 
agent  she  wanted.  "I  get  these  crazy  ideas," 
she  explains,  leaning  forward  in  her  chair, 
an  impish  smile  spreading  across  her  face. 
Her  eyes  twinkle  as  if  to  say,  "Go  on,  tell  the 
rest  of  the  story!"  And  Haines  begins  a 
reverie  dear  to  her  heart. 

She  had  written  a  horror  novel  but  her 
new  agent  rejected  it.  Undaunted,  she 
revamped  it  and  sent  it  back  only  to  be 
rejected  again.  This  went  on  for  some  time. 
Meanwhile,  her  creative  juices  flowing, 
Haines  continued  writing  Harlequin 
intrigues  at  a  fast  clip.  In  addition  to  these 
efforts,  she  was  working  on  a  totally  differ- 
ent novel.  Summer  of  (he  Redeemers,  about  a 
young  girl's  coming  of  age  in  Mississippi. 

Haines  has  coupled  her  love  of  intrigue  with  her  love  of  Figuring  she  had  nothing  to  lose,  Haines 

animals  in  Fear  Familiar,  which  features  a  cat  named       r  ,     n       ,  ,       ,      ,  ,-     ,  . 

p:     1,1  forwarded  what  she  had  written  of   this 
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Hallowed  Bones 
Carolyn  Haines 
Bantam  Dell 
352  pages/  $23.95 

"Wickedly  funny.  Devilishly 
clever.  Scintillatingly  Southern. 
Carolyn  Haines  is  an  author  to  die 
for." — Carolyn  Hart,  author  of 
April  Fool  Dead 

The  leaves  of  the  calendar  may 
be  shedding  faster  that  the 
sycamores  on  her  family's  decay- 
ing Mississippi  plantation,  but  30- 
something  Sarah  Booth  Delaney 
isn't  ready  to  sing  the  blues.  Not 
when  she's  got  a  thriving  detective 
agency  and  the  outspoken,  outra- 
geously attired  ghost  of  her  great- 
great  grandmother's  nanny  to 
keep  her  on  her  toes.  But  the 
matchmaking  phantom  may  have 
the  last  word  on  motherhood 
when  Sarah  Booth  takes  on  the 
controversial  case  of  an  accused 
baby  killer. 

In  this,  the  latest  mystery  from 
the  Mississippi  Delta,  a  shocking 
crime  sends  Southern-belle- 
turned-gumshoe  Sarah  Booth 
Delaney  into  the  heart  of  New 
Orleans  to  consider  the  possibility 
of  miracles — and  murder. 
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Haines  has  more  than  50  books  to  her  credit  and  because  her  creations  are  so 
diverse,  she  has  taken  to  writing  under  pen  names. 


book — only  the  first  75  pages — to  Young,  fully  expecting  her  to 
reject  that,  too.  "Instead,  she  [Young]  called  me  up  and  said,  'I  can 
sell  this  book.  Send  me  the  rest  of  it.'  And  I  said,  'I'm  editing  it,'" 
Haines  laughs,  recounting  her  quick-thinking  deception.  Young  for- 
warded the  75  pages  to  Elaine  Koster  at  Dutton,  a  publisher,  who 
took  the  manuscript  with  her  to  jury  duty.  She  liked  it  so  much  she 
called  from  the  courthouse  and  bought  the  book.  Haines  went  to 
work  and  completed  Summer  on  schedule. 

Since  that  time,  Haines'  career  has  grown  like  the  kudzu  vines  in 
Mississippi.  In  1996,  she  wrote  Touched,  a  novel  about  a  young  girl 
who  gets  struck  by  lightning  and  is  then  able  to  predict  the  future- 
future  drownings,  that  is.  In  the  spring  of  2004,  a  British  independ- 
ent filmmaker  optioned  the  book  for  a  movie  that  he  hopes  to  start 
shooting  by  next  year. 

In  1998,  Haines  began  work  on  her  delightful  series  of  Bones 
books  published  by  Bantam.  Set  in  the  Delta  region  of  Mississippi, 
these  five  books  tell  the  adventures  of  one  of  Haines'  favorite  char- 
acters, Sarah  Booth  Delaney,  a  private  detective.  Sarah  Booth  shares 
a  unique  friendship  with  Jitty,  the  resident  ghost  of  her  great-great- 
grandmother's  nanny.  Jitty  appears  in  outfits  that  set  the  theme  of 
each  novel.  However  she's  dressed,  Jitty  keeps  a  vigilant  eye  on  Sarah 
Booth  and  never  hesitates  to  offer  advice. 

"I  think  Sarah  Booth  is  sort  of  who  I  wish  I  could  be,"  Haines  says. 
"She's  feisty.  She's  also  34.  At  34,  you  have  so  much  more  physicali- 
ty"  she  says  with  a  smile,  punctuating  her  comment  with  a  drag  on 
her  cigarette.  "She's  a  little  bolder  sometimes  than  I  am  at  walking 
into  things  and  getting  swept  away.  So  I'd  like  to  be  her  some  days." 


How  do  her  characters  come  to  be?  Haines  confesses,  "When  I 
write,  I'm  more  of  an  observer.  In  my  head  I  see  it  and  I  just  type 
it."  Take,  for  example,  Sarah  Booth  and  Jitty.  "I  was  sitting  at  the 
computer  and  I  said,  'What  am  I  gonna  write  next?'  And  they  just 
came  to  me.  I  knew  Jitty  was  a  ghost."  And  Sarah  Booth  was  a  feisty 
little  thing  who  didn't  mind  being  talked  to  by  a  ghost,  right? 
"Right,"  she  says. 

Writing  such  diverse  books  prompted  Haines  to  use  pen  names. 
"Caroline  Burnes"  is  used  for  her  romance  novels  and  the  Cat 
Familiar  series.  Another  pseudonym  that  Haines  uses  is  "Lizzie 
Hart."  (Lizzie  is  taken  from  her  middle  name  and  Hart  is  just  for 
fun.)  Haines  wrote  Shop  Talk  under  this  name  because  this  type  of 
book,  a  Southern  satire,  was  so  different  from  the  others  she'd  writ- 
ten. Haines  explains  that  readers  expect  certain  types  of  writing 
from  their  authors.  Had  she  published  this  book  under  her  pen 
name  Caroline  Burnes  or  her  real  name,  Carolyn  Haines,  her  read- 
ers may  have  been  disappointed  with  its  unexpectedly  satirical  tone. 

With  50  books  to  her  credit,  you  would  think  that  Haines  could 
finally  take  it  easy.  But  such  is  not  the  case.  She  admits  she  was  able 
to  quit  her  day  job  about  four  years  ago  when  her  writing  support- 
ed her  at  last.  However,  in  the  spring  of  2004,  Haines  was  tapped 
to  join  the  English  department  at  USA  as  a  teacher  of  creative  writ- 
ing. She  admits  to  being  a  reluctant  teacher.  "I  had  wanted  to  teach 
about  10  years  ago  really  badly,"  she  says.  "Then  my  writing  took  off 
to  the  point  I  really  needed  to  stay  home  and  just  write." 

"I've  learned  a  whole  lot  as  a  teacher  because  I  have  to  really  think 
about  [writing]  in  a  way  I  don't  think  about  as  a  writer,"  Haines 
says.  "I  just  feel  my  way  into  it  as  a  writer  but  it's  made  me  very  clear 
on  a  lot  of  things.  Now  I'm  rewriting  a  book  I  did  six  years  ago  and 
I've  learned  so  much  just  in  this  year  teaching  that  I  can  fix  it  now. 
I  mean,  I  worked  on  this  thing;  I  worked  like  a  dog  on  it  and  I  just 
couldn't  quite  understand  why  it  didn't  work  right.  And  now  I 
know."  The  book  is  titled  Judith  Burning,  and  it  will  be  the  third  in 
a  trilogy  with  Touched  and  Summer  oj  the  Redeemers. 

In  addition  to  enriching  her  writing  skills,  Haines  found  that 
teaching  has  also  provided  her  with  the  opportunity  to  help  devel- 
op future  writers.  Remembering  her  college  days,  Haines  says  she 
wants  to  be  like  her  teachers  at  Southern  Miss —  "encouraging  and 
nurturing."  Professors  Tom  Richardson,  Jean  Todd  Freeman  and 
Gordon  Weaver  stand  out  as  her  most  exceptional  instructors, 
teachers  worthy  of  emulation.  They  not  only  taught  her  how  to 
write,  but  they  also  instilled  in  her  the  confidence  that  she  could  do 
anything  she  set  her  mind  to  do. 

Here  she  is — 50  books  and  counting,  teaching  creative  writing, 
living  on  a  farm  with  her  husband  of  18  months,  Steve  Greene — 
and  it  looks  as  if  Carolyn  Haines  has  proven  them  right. 
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Community  Support  Vital  to  Future  of 
Southern  Miss  Athletics 


By  Tabitha  Northrop 


Community  support  for  Southern  Miss  athletics  is  so  deep-seat- 
ed that  an  independent  group  of  area  residents  is  spearheading 
a  campaign  to  rally  voter  support  for  a  tax  referendum  in  the 
coming  November  2  election.  The  purpose  is  to  convince  Hattiesburg 
residents  to  approve  a  measure  that  would  supply  $12  million  of  the 
needed  $50  million  to  upgrade  the  university's  athletic  facilities. 
According  to  Richard  Giannini,  director  of  athletics  for  Southern 
Miss,  the  proposal  is  for  a  1  percent  tax  in  the  city  of  Hattiesburg  on 
lodging,  food  and  beverages.  "It  is  basically  a  tourism  tax,"  he  said. 

If  approved,  the  university  would  have  the  final  piece  of  the  pie 
needed  to  build  new,  and  improve  existing,  athletic  facilities. 
Currently,  the  state  has  committed  to  spending  $10  million  toward 
renovation  of  Reed  Green  Coliseum  because  it  not  only  serves  as  an 
athletic  venue,  but  also  as  a  teaching  facility,  said  Giannini.  The  other 
$28  million  would  be  raised  through  private  donations  from  the  sale 
of  premium  seating  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium.  In  turn,  the  university 
is  asking  the  community  to  contribute  the  final  $12  million  of  the 
$50  million  project.  "It  is  vital  to  the  successful  continuation  of  our 
programs  that  we  get  it  done,"  said  Giannini.  "We  have  a  need,  and 
we  are  asking  the  city  to  help  fulfill  it.  It  is  a  win-win  for  everyone." 
He  explained  that  the  project  will  fund  lighting  at  the  school's  soc- 
cer and  track  complex,  allow  for  construction  of  a  tennis  complex 
and  an  Olympic  sports  training  center  (which  would  also  serve  as  a 
teaching  facility),  complete  the  softball  complex  by  adding  a  press 


REFERENDUM  TO  PROVIDE  $12  MILLION  TO 

CONSTRUCT/RENOVATE/EXPAND  FACILITIES 

AT  SOUTHERN  MISS 

Pete  Taylor  Park  (baseball):  Additional  seating,  expanded  media 
facilities,  additional  restrooms  and  concessions. 

M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  (football):  Renovation  of  media  facilities,  patron 
rest  rooms  and  concessions. 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  (basketball):  Supplement  other  funding  to 
renovate  and  modernize  the  facility. 

Bennett  Auditorium:  Supplemental  funds  toward  the  renovation. 

Marshall  Bell  Track/Soccer  Stadium:  Install  needed  field  lights. 

Softball  Stadium:  Construct  main  grandstand  with  patron  concessions 
and  restrooms. 

Olympic  Sports  Complex:  Build  indoor  training  and  dressing  facility  for 
track,  tennis,  soccer,  softball,  and  volleyball. 

Tennis  Stadium:  New  construction  of  a  nine  court  facility  with  stadium 
seating  and  patron  restrooms,concessions  and  parking. 
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Olympic  sports  training  center 

box  and  main  seating  area  for  fans,  and  provide  additional  seating  at 
Pete  Taylor  Park.  Also,  the  money  would  allow  renovation  of  the  press 
box,  restrooms  and  concession  stands  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 
Giannini  stressed  that  the  money  would  not  fund  the  new  end  zone  or 
stadium  club.  Finally,  some  of  the  funds  would  be  allocated  toward  the 
renovations  under  way  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum.  Giannini  added  that 
these  improvements  would  benefit  the  community  as  well  as  the  uni- 
versity, since  the  school  allows  community  use  of  some  of  its  facilities. 

According  to  Mississippi  Senate  Bill  2439,  revenue  from  the  pro- 
posed tax  would  be  used  to  repay  the  $12  million  loan.  Then,  once 
revenue  collected  from  the  tax  reaches  the  loan  amount,  the  tax 
would  be  repealed.  The  improvements  that  could  come  to  pass  as  a 
result  of  this  funding  would  allow  the  university  to  remain  competi- 
tive in  Division  I  athletics,  explained  Giannini.  He  added  that  cur- 
rently, Southern  Miss  athletic  programs  have  a  tremendous  economic 
impact  on  the  community.  For  example,  the  city  of  Hattiesburg  enjoys 
an  average  economic  impact  of  $1.5  million  to  S2  million  for  each 
home  football  game,  said  Giannini.  "We  are  a  tourist  attraction.  We 
prove  we  bring  a  lot  of  money  into  the  community  on  an  annual 
basis.  We  just  want  a  little  of  that  in  return  to  enhance  our  facilities 
and  keep  people  coming  back  to  Hattiesburg,"  he  added. 

Apparently  community  leaders  agree.  Currently,  a  committee  of 
business  leaders  chaired  by  Holt  McMullan,  president  of  Trustmark 
Banks  Hattiesburg  division,  is  undertaking  a  grassroots  campaign 
unconnected  with  the  university  to  support  the  1  percent  tax.  Its  slo- 
gan is  "Its  a  win-win  for  Hattiesburg  and  Southern  Miss."  According 
to  McMullan,  the  committee  is  tning  to  inform  voters  about  the  ref- 
erendum. "We  are  confident  that  once  they  know  where  the  resources 
will  go,  the)'  will  support  it,"  he  said.  However,  to  pass  the  tax,  it  must 
receive  a  60  percent  approval  rate  in  the  coming  election,  he  said, 
which  is  why  the  committee  is  "tning  to  get  the  word  out  to  the 
Hattiesburg  community."  "This  is  an  exciting  opportunity  for  the  uni- 
versity, which  is  why  it  is  essential  that  all  of  [Southern  Miss']  loyal 
supporters  get  behind  this  effort  and  tell  their  friends  in  Hattiesburg 
to  support  this  issue,"  said  McMullan. 
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A  Life  Remembered 


By  Dana  McCranie 


Mary  Loraine  Buffett,  who  spent  most  of 
her  life  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  often  looked  back 
on  her  days  at  Gulf  Park  College  and 
remembered  their  importance  in  her  life.  The 
woman  family  and  friends  referred  to  as  "Peets"  had 
great  appreciation  for  the  school  she  graduated  from 
in  1940. 

Peets,  mother  of  singer  Jimmy  Buffett,  passed  away 
at  82  in  September  2003,  but  her  legacy  and  name  will 
carry  on  at  what  is  now  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  (USMGC)  in  the  form  of  The 
Mary  Loraine  "Peets"  Buffett  Endowed  Freshman 
Scholarship.  The  Buffett  family  set  up  the  scholarship 
in  November  2002,  and  since  Peets'  passing,  the  fund 
has  received  almost  $42,000  in  her  memory. 

The  $125,000  endowment  will  fund  a  scholarship 
that  will  go  to  a  female  student  entering  USMGC  as  a 
freshman.  The  annual  scholarship  will  provide  tuition 
and  books  and  will  be  awarded  based  on  academic 
merit  and  financial  need.  The  student  must  maintain  a 
3.0  grade  point  average  and  will  be  required  to  write  a 
250-word  essay  to  demonstrate  creative  writing  abili- 
ty. "Meeting  girls  from  all  over  the  country  and  revel- 
ing in  challenging  academics  truly  opened  up  my 
whole  world,"  Peets  said  at  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  endowment.  "I  am  honored  to  be  a  part  of 
giving  another  Mississippi  girl  this  wonderful,  life- 
enriching  opportunity." 

The  scholarship  is  now  possible  as  USMGC  expands 
into  the  freshman/sopho- 
more course  offerings.  "As 
we  grow  our  Gulf  Park  cam- 
pus, it  will  be  vital  that  we 
have  scholarships  of  this 
nature,  which  give 
Southern  Miss  a  better 
ability  to  attract  top  quali- 
ty students  to  our  coast 
campus,"  said  President 
Shelby  Thames.  "We 
appreciate  this  gift  from 
the  Buffetts  and  hope  that  this  scholarship  will  be  one 
of  many  to  follow  for  our  Gulf  Park  students." 


Lucy  Buffett,  owner  of  LuLu's  at  Home  Port  Marina  in  Gulf 
Shores,  Ala.,  presents  Dave  Estorcje,  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast 
development  officer,  with  a  check  from  Raining  Rum  book  sale 
proceeds  totaling  more  than  $1,600. 

As  the  scholarship  attracts  new  students  to  the 
school,  funds  are  also  being  raised  through  the  peo- 
ple whose  lives  were  deeply  touched  by  Peets.  Bobbo 
Jetmundsen  always  looked  at  Peets  not  only  as  a  dear 
friend,  but  also  a  mentor.  Before  her  death,  Peets  wrote 
a  foreword  that  appears  in  Jetmundsens  book,  Raining 
Rum  and  Other  Short  Stories  to  Drink  to. 

Jetmundsen  is  now  paying  tribute  to  Peets  with  his 
book  as  an  ambassador  for  Peets'  scholarship  fund. 
Besides  donating  cases  of  books  to  specific  locations 
with  all  sales  and  donations  going  to  the  scholarship, 
he  also  urges  readers  to  consider  making  a  donation  to 
The  Mary  Loraine  Peets  Buffett  Scholarship  Fund.  The 
book  costs  $22.95  and  has  so  far  raised  almost  $3,000 
for  the  scholarship.  The  locations  that  sell  the  book 
strictly  to  benefit  the  scholarship  fund  are  the 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Development  Office  in  Long 
Beach,  Margaritaville  stores  and  LuLu's  restaurant  in 
Gulf  Shores,  Ala.,  which  is  owned  by  Peets'  daughter, 
Lucy.  The  book  can  be  ordered  online  at 
http  ://store  .margaritavilleneworleans .  com . 

Jetmundsen  continues  to  honor  his  mentor  in  the 
words  following  her  foreword:  "My  dear  friend  Peets 
died  on  September  25,  2003,  having  lived  a  wonder- 
ful life. We  will  all  miss  her.  I've  described  her  before 
as  inspiration  in  person,  and  if  you  ever  met  her,  you'd 
certainly  agree.  To  Laurie,  Jimmy,  Lucy  and  your  fam- 
ilies, I  hope  her  lovely  few  words  here  touch  you  as 
they  do  me." 
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Kelly  Assumes  Position  as  New  USMAA  President 

By  Dana  Luquire  '02,  '04 

On  July  1 ,  Rex  Kelly  assumed  the  position  of  president  for  the  Alumni 
Association.  Kelly  is  the  director  of  corporate  communications  department 
for  Mississippi  Power,  headquartered  in  Gulfport.  He  is  responsible  for  the 
company's  advertising,  external  communications,  media  relations,  employ- 
ee communications,  video  production,  corporate  services,  community 
affairs,  creative  services,  charitable  and  education  foundations,  and  public- 
relations  program.  Under  his  direction,  Mississippi  Powers  Communication 
Department  has  been  named  Communicator  of  the  Year  six  times  by  Utility  Communicators 
International  (UCI). 

Kelly  has  a  long,  distinguished  history  in  many  areas  of  community  and  professional  life.  He 
was  named  a  Top  Ten  Community  Leader  for  South  Mississippi  in  2004  and  was  inducted  into 
the  Roland  Weeks  Leadership  Hall  of  Fame.  He  served  as  chairman  of  Leadership  Gulf  Coast 
and  is  currently  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  for  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council  and 
the  M.B.  Swayze  Foundation.  He  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Harrison  County  Heart  Walk  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Chamber.  Kelly  is  a  direc- 
tor of  The  Peoples  Bank  of  Biloxi,  Mississippi  and  The  Peoples  Financial  Corporation.  He  is  a 
past  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi  (PRAM).  He  received  the  2000 
Professional  Achievement  Award  from  PRAM  and  received  the  Rex  E.  Kelly  Professional 
Achievement  Award  from  the  Mississippi  Beach  Chapter  of  PRAM,  an  award  named  in  his 
honor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club. 

Kelly  and  his  wife,  Becky,  have  two  children  and  four  grandchildren.  Kelly  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Gulfport,  where  he  serves  as  a  deacon  and  an  adult  Sunday  school 
teacher. 

"The  Alumni  Association  is  fortunate  to  have  an  individual  of  Rex  Kelly's  accomplishments 
and  stature  as  its  president,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "He 
bnngs  a  wealth  of  professional  experience,  community  involvement,  a  vision  for  the  future  and 
a  passion  for  Southern  Miss  to  the  table.  This  is  going  to  be  an  exciting  and  dynamic  year  under 
his  leadership." 

A  Strategic  Plan 

The  incoming  president  is  busy  making  plans  for  an  even  more  successful  future  for  the 
Alumni  Association.  In  order  to  move  the  Association  forward,  Kelly  and  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  been  working  on  a  strategic  plan  for  the  Association. 

"This  plan  is  an  overview  of  what  we  would  like  to  see  happen  and  things  we  need  to  focus 
on  over  the  next  five  years  within  the  Alumni  Association,"  he  said.  "We  tend  to  take  a  short 
view  year  after  year  because  leadership  changes,  so  we  are  forcing  ourselves  to  look  five  years 
to  the  future." 

The  Importance  of  the  Alumni  Association 

Kelly  is  a  firm  believer  in  supporting  what  you  believe  in,  hence,  his  position  as  president. 
"I  am  sure  most  people  who  attended  Southern  Miss  met  people  who  influenced  them  in  some 
way  or  made  a  difference  of  some  kind  in  their  life.  It  is  important  to  sustain  this  university  so 
that  it  can  continue  to  change  the  lives  of  people."  Kelly  found  that  through  Southern  Miss  he 
has  encountered  people  and  experienced  things  that  he  may  have  never  encountered  other- 
wise. "The  people  I  have  met  through  Southern  Miss  and  who  serve  on  the  board  with  me  help 
me  almost  every  day  in  all  aspects  of  my  life." 

Kelly  encourages  alumni  to  take  pride  in  what  Southern  Miss  has  done  because  it  is  a  top 
university  when  measured  by  any  standard.  "We  should  recognize  the  value  of  the  university 
and  its  importance  for  our  state  as  well  as  our  region." 

Kelly  said  he  is  looking  forward  to  his  time  as  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  knows 
that  great  things  are  in  store  for  the  Association.  "It  is  going  to  be  a  privilege  to  work  with  this 
board  and  the  staff  of  the  Alumni  Association." 
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2004  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  executive  committee  and  new  members  of  the 

board  of  directors  took  their  posts  July  1.  Board  members  serve  a  three-year  term,  and  terms  vary 

for  executive  committee  members.  The  following  is  an  introduction  to  the  Association's  executive  committee. 


Danny  Mitchell  70, 71,  president-elect 

Danny  Mitchell,  a  highly 
regarded  public  relations  prac- 
titioner, received  his  bachelors 
degree  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1970  and  his  masters  degree 
in  public  relations  in  1971.  He 
os  currently  the  chairman  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  GodwinGroup  in 
Jackson,  one  of  the  Souths  oldest  independent 
advertising  agencies.  Mitchell  has  worked  as  a 
public  relations  and  communications  officer  for 
the  Jackson  Municipal  Separate  School  Distnct; 
was  a  managing  partner  for  WSDL-AM  and 
WVSL-FM  in  Slidell,  La.;  served  as  assistant 
director  of  public  relations  for  Mississippi 
University  for  Women;  and  was  a  public  rela- 
tions consultant  for  Wilson/Mitchell  Public 
Relations  in  Columbus. 

Mitchell  has  served  as  president  of  the  Public 
Relations  Society  of  Amenca  (Mississippi  chap- 
ter), the  Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi,  Southern  Public  Relations 
Federation  and  the  USM  Foundation  Honor 
Club.  He  has  presented  workshops  and  papers 
at  several  state,  regional  and  national  confer- 
ences and  served  on  numerous  boards  of  direc- 
tors for  various  civic  and  nonprofit  organiza- 
tions including  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Council,  American  Red  Cross  (Mississippi), 
Family  Services  Association  and  many  others. 

Rosemary  Aultman  73,  vice-president 

Rosemary  Aultman,  a 
Tupelo  native,  received  her 
bachelors  degree  from 
Mississippi  University  for 
Women  and  her  master's 
degree  from  Southern  Miss.  A 
former  first-grade  teacher, 
Aultman  has  long  been  a  proponent  of  strong 
public  schools.  After  her  tenure  in  teaching,  she 
served  10  years  on  the  Clinton  school  board, 
ser\ing  as  president  twice. 

Aultman  was  elected  as  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Clinton  m  1993  and  is  now  in  her  third  term. 
She  has  set  an  aggressive  agenda  for  the  city: 


Clinton  has  twice  been  chosen  a  Mississippi 
Most  Livable  City  and  has  garnered  five 
Making  Mississippi  Move  Awards  from  the 
Mississippi  Municipal  League.  The  city  also 
received  a  City  Excellence  Award,  became  a 
certified  retirement  community  and  twice 
received  the  Energy  Team  designation. 

A  devoted  alumna,  Aultman  has  served  on 
the  boards  of  directors  for  the  USM 
Foundation  and  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association.  She  was  also  inducted  into  the 
university's  Hall  of  Fame  in  2002. 

Her  other  accomplishments  include 
Mississippi  University  for  Women  Alumni 
Achievement  Award,  Clinton's  Outstanding 
Citizen,  a  Distinguished  Service  Award  from 
the  Clinton  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a 
Community  Leadership  Award  from  Entergy. 
Additionally,  Aultman  was  selected  by  The 
Clarion-Ledger  as  one  of  50  women  who 
inspire  Mississippi. 

Aultman  and  her  husband,  Les,  have  two 
daughters  and  two  granddaughters.  They  are 
active  members  of  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Clinton. 

Mark  Jackson  '81,  '83, 
Finance  Committee  chair 

A  native  of  Hattiesburg, 
Mark  Jackson  received  his 
undergraduate  degree  in 
accounting  and  his  master's 
degree  in  professional 
accountancy — both  from 
Southern  Miss.  In  1983,  he 
began  his  career  at  First  Mississippi  National 
Bank  and  was  promoted  to  chief  investment  offi- 
cer three  years  later.  He  also  served  as  the  treas- 
ury division  manager  for  a  major  Mississippi 
bank.  Jackson  is  currently  employed  with  A.G 
Edwards  the  senior  financial  consultant. 

Active  in  his  community,  Jackson  is  a  member  of 
the  Hathesburg  Racquet  Club  and  the  Kiwanis  Club 
of  Hattiesburg,  and  is  a  United  Way  sponsor.  He  also 
devotes  time  to  his  alma  mater  as  a  lifetime  member 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  USM  Foundations  Honors  Club. 


Jackson  and  his  wife,  Olga,  own  Bright  Child 
Doll  and  Toy  Store  in  Hattiesburg.  They  have 
one  son,  Mark. 

Eugene  Owens  73,  '84,  past  president 

Eugene  Owens,  who 
resides  in  Laurel,  received  his 
masters  degree  and  a  doctor- 
ate in  education  from 
Southern  Miss  and  his  bach- 
elor's degree  from  Jackson 
State  University.  Owens 
began  his  teaching  career  with  the  Holmes 
County  School  District,  later  moving  on  to 
teach  for  the  Laurel  School  District.  During  his 
time  with  the  Laurel  School  District,  he  served 
in  several  capacities,  including  principal,  direc- 
tor of  elementary  schools,  assistant  supenn- 
tendent  and  superintendent.  He  is  currently  an 
assistant  professor  of  education  at  William 
Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg. 

Owens  is  an  active  member  of  his  commu- 
nity and  has  served  on  the  boards  of  directors 
for  numerous  organizations,  including 
Crimestoppers  of  Jones  County;  the  Salvation 
Army;  and  the  Child  Abuse  Council,  Jones 
County  chapter.  He  is  on  the  Jones  County 
chapter  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  board  of  directors,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  Lauren 
Rogers  Museum  of  Art. 

He  and  his  wife,  Carolyn  Phillips-Owens, 
have  two  children,  Tonya  and  Toffler,  and  one 
grandchild,  Brittany.  The  Owenses  attend  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church  of  Laurel. 

Following  is  an  introduction  of  new 
members  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Tom  Anderson  '91 

^^^^         Thomas      C.      Anderson 

^^^^\    received  his  bachelor's  degree 

™  _a      F    in    political    science     from 

*  Southern  Miss  in  199 1  and  his 

^^^^V^        law  degree  from  the  University 

Ai^  of  Mississippi  in  1993.  He  is 

^^^^Oc^M  currently  a  partner  with  Balch 

and  Bingham  LLP  He  practices  in  the  firm's  liti- 
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gation  section  and  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Amencan  Bar  associations. 

A  loyal  alumnus,  Anderson  served  as  the 
past  president  of  the  South  Central  alumni 
chapter  and  was  named  the  Outstanding 
Young  Alumnus  in  2003.  He  is  also  a  lifetime 
member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 

During  his  years  at  Southern  Miss, 
Anderson  was  a  member  of  Southern  Style, 
Who's  Who  Among  Colleges  and  Universities, 
and  Alpha  Tau  Omega  fraternity.  He  also 
served  as  the  student  body  vice  president  and 
received  the  Outstanding  Male  Citizen  Award. 
Anderson  and  his  wife,  Shelley,  reside  in  Long 
Beach  with  their  son,  William. 

Olivia  Condia  '84 

Libby  Condia  received  her 
bachelors  degree  in  paralegal 
studies  from  Southern  Miss. 
Following  graduation,  she 
worked  for  several  Jackson- 
area  law  firms  before  starting 
a  freelance  paralegal  busi- 
ness, Paralegal  Services  Inc.,  in  1996. 

Since  graduating  from  Southern  Miss, 
Condia  has  remained  active  with  her  alma 
mater.  She  served  as  secretary  of  the  Jackson 
Metro  Central  Mississippi  alumni  chapter  from 
1999-2002  and  served  as  president  of  the 
chapter  in  2003.  Condia  also  co-chaired  the 
Jackson  All-Star  Party  for  the  past  four  years.  A 
native  of  the  Jackson  area,  Condia  now  resides 
in  Hattiesburg. 

Patricia  "Pat"  Cruise  '63 

After  receiving  a  bachelors 
degree  in  elementary  educa- 
tion in  1963,  Pat  Cruise 
devoted  her  professional  life 
to  teaching.  She  was 
employed  by  the  Biloxi  and 
Mobile  public  school  systems 
before  teaching  for  32  years  in  the  Jones 
County  Public  School  System.  Additionally, 
she  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Jones  County 
Amencan  Federation  of  Teachers,  serving  as 
treasurer  for  20  years.  Cruise  also  received 
many  teaching  awards,  among  them  the  Award 
for  Excellence  and  the  Golden  Apple  Award 
presented  by  WDAM-TV  and  Alfa  Insurance 
Agency  for  excellence  in  teaching. 

An  active  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
community  Cruise  and  her  husband,  Grover, 


are  season  ticket  holders  and  are  members  of 
the  Eagle  Club,  the  Hardwood  Club,  the 
Dugout  Club,  and  the  Outfield  Club.  Cruise 
has  also  been  recognized  by  her  alma  mater: 
The  Alumni  Association  honored  her  with  its 
Outstanding  Service  Award,  the  Continuous 
Outstanding  Service  Award  and  the  Scott 
Caldwell  Award  for  Outstanding  Chapter 
President.  She  was  inducted  into  the  universi- 
ty's Hall  of  Fame  in  2003. 

Cruise  and  her  husband  have  one  son,  Scott 
'94,  and  two  grandchildren,  Parker,  5,  and 
Marley  4. 

Harry  Goff  '89 

Harry  Goff  received  his 
bachelor's  degree  in  business 
administration  from  Southern 
Miss  in  1989.  A  resident  of 
Wade  in  northern  Jackson 
County,  he  served  for  more 
than  30  years  as  a  systems  ana- 
lyst for  Chevron/Texaco.  He  is  now  project  man- 
ager for  manne  accounting  and  real-time  process 
monitoring  system  projects  for  the  company. 

Goff  served  two  tenns  as  president  of  the 
Jackson  County  alumni  chapter  and  continues 
to  serve  on  the  board  of  directors.  He  served  as 
co-director  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Distnct 
of  the  Eagle  Club  for  three  years.  Goff  received 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's 
Outstanding  Service  Award  in  1994  and  the 
Continuous  Service  Award  in  2000. 

Goff  is  married  to  the  former  Marcia  Fields 
of  Moss  Point.  He  has  two  daughters,  Amie 
Goff  Hams  '99,  '00,  and  Harriett.  The  Goffs  are 
active  members  of  Caswell  Springs  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Rickey  Jones  '92 

Rickey  Jones  currently 
serves  as  the  branch  manager 
lor  Trustmark  Bank  in 
Hattiesburg.  He  received  his 
bachelor's  degree  in  sports 
management  and  then  went 
on  to  the  University  ot 
Mississippi  School  of  Banking.  The  Jackson 
native  serves  as  an  ambassador  with  the  Area 
Development  Partnership  and  is  an  active 
member  with  the  United  Way  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Eagle  Club  and  serves  on  the  Athletic 
Council  for  Southern  Miss.  Jones  also  serves  as 


the     treasurer     and     trustee     at     Fairfield 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Judie  Clark  Kochenower  '93 

A  native  of  Texas,  Judie 
Kochenower  continues  the 
legacy  at  Southern  Miss  that 
her  mother,  Ann,  started. 
An  active  member  of  the 
j^  Southern  Miss  community, 
Kochenower  has  served  as  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's  Houston 
chapter  president  and  vice  president.  She  has 
also  received  the  Outstanding  Service  Award 
and  the  Scott  Caldwell  Chapter  President  of  the 
Year  Award.  Kochenower  also  served  as  the 
Eagle  Club  distnct  director  and  chair  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Cookbook  Committee. 
Additionally,  Kochenower's  husband,  Chris, 
serves  as  the  official  "yell  leader"  at  the  Southern 
Miss  game-watching  parties  in  Houston. 

She  currently  serves  as  the  senior  account- 
ant at  Corner  Stone  Services  Group  Inc. 
Kochenower  is  a  member  of  the  Houston 
Livestock  Show  and  Rodeo  Committee,  the 
Houston  Farm  and  Ranch  Club  Committee 
and  St.  Timothy's  United  Methodist  Church. 

Tony  Palazzo  '91 

Tony  Palazzo  is  the  chief 
financial  officer  for  North 
Mississippi  Medical  Clinics 
Inc.,  a  hospital  system-owned 
physician  practice  network. 
The  network  owns  and  oper- 
ates 34  clinics  and  employs 
more  than  100  physicians.  Palazzo  serves  as  the 
outreach  chairman  for  the  Mississippi  chapter  ol 
the  Medical  Group  Member  Association,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Healthcare  Financial 
Management  Association  and  die  Mississippi 
Society  of  CPAs. 

Palazzo  also  devotes  time  to  Southern  Miss. 
He  is  serving  as  president  of  the  Northeast 
Mississippi  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
chapter,  is  a  lifetime  member  ot  the  Alumni 
Association  and  is  member  ot  the  Eagle  Club. 
An  active  member  of  his  community. 
Palazzo  is  a  member  of  the  Lee  County 
Republican  Club,  the  Knights  ot  Columbus 
and  the  United  W'av  Steering  Committee.  He 
and  his  wife,  Amy,  and  their  children.  Madison 
and  Joseph,  are  members  ot  St.  lames  Catholic 
Church  in  Tupelo. 
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Billboard  Campaign  Launched 


Ashley  Grant 


Kelly  Hembree 


USMAA  Announces  Inaugural  Class  of 
Legacy  Scholars 

The  Alumni  Association  has  awarded  five 
$1,000  scholarships  to  the  inaugural  class  of 
Legacy  Scholars.  The  scholarship  program, 
funded  in  part  by  support  from  the  Shell 
Finish  Line  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 
Tournament  held  each  year  at  Homecoming, 
had  more  than  25  applicants  in  its  first  year. 
The  recipients,  all  members  of  the  2004 
freshman  class,  were  chosen  based  on  their 
academic  performance,  extracurricular 
activities  and  community  involvement.  The 
recipients  are  listed  below  in  alphabetical 
order:  Ashley  Grant  of  Hattiesburg,  Kelly 
Hembree  of  Pascagoula,  Emily  Howell  of 
Hattiesburg,  Lori  Johnston  of  Brandon,  and 
Jessica  Lang  of  Daphne,  Ala. 

Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  was  enthusiastic  about 
the  program  and  the  inaugural  class  of 
Legacy  Scholars.  "This  is  a  fantastic  program 
with  many  positive  attributes,"  he  said.  "Not 
only  have  we  selected  five  top  students  to  be 
recognized  for  their  hard  work,  we  have 
rewarded  the  loyalty  of  several  of  our  alum- 
ni who  chose  to  continue  a  tradition  of 
excellence  within  their  own  families  by  hav- 
ing their  children  or  grandchildren  follow 
their  footsteps  to  Southern  Miss." 

The  inaugural  class  of  Legacy  Scholars 
displayed  outstanding  academic  perform- 
ance in  high  school.  The  average  grade 
point  average  of  the  class  was  3.93  and  the 
average  ACT  score  was  28.4.  "I  am  excited 
that  we  are  admitting  such  an  academically 
talented  group  of  students  that  will  leave 
their  mark  on  Southern  Miss,"  Pierce  said. 
"The  future  of  the  university  is  indeed  bright 
with  this  caliber  of  students  coming  here  to 
receive  their  education." 
Applicants  for  the  Legacy  Scholarships 
must  be  the  children  or  grandchildren  of  a  Southern  Miss  grad- 
uate who  is  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  be 
eligible  for  admission  to  Southern  Miss  as  a  freshman,  and 
enroll  full-time  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester.  Applications 
must  be  submitted  each  year  by  March  15  to  the  Alumni 
Association  office.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  at  (601)  266-5013  or  go  to 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


Emily  Howell 


Lori  Johnson 


Jessica  Lang 


Jimmy  Buffett 
Singer/Songwriter/Author 

Southern   Miss  Alumni. 
N»*_     Now.   Forever. 
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The  beginning  of  August  witnessed  the  posting  of  six  professionally 
designed  billboards  promoting  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  The 
billboards,  all  featuring  prominent  alumni  of  the  university,  are  part  of  a 
campaign  to  promote  awareness  of  the  Association  with  the  theme 
"Southern  Miss  Alumni.  Now.  Forever." 

Alumni  participating  in  the  campaign  include  Jimmy  Buffett,  shown 
above,  Maj.  Gen.  Buford  Blount,  three-time  NFL  MVP  Brett  Favre,  for- 
mer Mississippi  Chief  Justice  Ed  Pittman,  former  CEO  of  Union 
Planters  Mortgage  Banking  Lou  Ann  Poynter  and  Clarence 
Weatherspoon  of  the  NBA. 

The  billboards  will  appear  in  the  Jackson  and  Hattiesburg/Laurel  mar- 
kets for  the  next  18  months.  To  see  the  billboards,  visit  www. 
SouthernMissAlumni.com 


New  Life 

Members 

JONI  LEE  NOSSER 

JOSEPH  &  KATHERINE  DIXON 

ANNA  MYERS 

GARRY  DALE  BALKENEY 

MICHAEL  ANTHONY  CHRISTINA 

DRS.  MARK  &  MARTHA  STEVENS 

NOLANN  NELSON  FINCH 

ELIZABETH  LANCE  BROOME 

JANE  KATHERINE  GANO 

GLEN  ANTHONY  HNATIUK 

MARSHALL  &  KINLOCK  BELL 

CHARLES  &  TONYA  LATADY 

DONALD  J.  MOEN 

PRISCILL  T.  GUY 

LISA  DENISE  FAIRCHILD 

WILLIAM  M.  KLOSS  II 

ERNEST  A.  AUTIN 

JESSE  E.  LEVERETTE  JR. 

BILLY  H.  CANDY 

MARK  E.  KILLINGSWORTH 

KAREN  J.  GUNTER 

DICK  &JOLYNNE  CAMPBELL 

FRANK  &  PAM  PINNIX 

ALVIN  &  LOURINDA  WILLIAMS 

DAVID  &  PEGGIE  BOWLES 

JASON  MATTHEW  SANDERSON 

KR1STEN  ELISSA  HOLIFIELD 

J.  DANIEL  &  LAURA  S.  ROGERS 

ALAN  GARY  COOPER 

DR.  BILL  W  GORE 

JONATHAN  P  &  LISA  H.  ADAMS 

TIMOTHY  R  BAKER 

DR.  W  CRISS  &  DENEISE  T.  LOTT 

ADELE  CATHERINE  LYONS 

JACK  LUCIEN  DENTON 

LAWRENCE  W  &  BONNIE  PURVIS 

THOMAS  DOUGLAS  JOHNSON 

WARREN 

ROBERT  LANCE  COOPER 

ROBERT  &  CARRIE  MORRIS 

JOHN  D.  &  PHYLLIS  M.  SMITH 

TENA  R1X  CLARK 

JAIME  ISONHOOD  BLUSH 

KAREN  L.  GRIFFIS 

LAURA  LYNN  MAYFIELD 

NANCY  SMITH  HEAD 

ADMAL  E.  "TREY"  MARSHALL  III 

RICHARD  &  HEATHER  DEATON 

RICHARD  THOMAS  LAWRENCE 

VICTOR  &  MARTHA  D'lLIO 
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Five  Golden  Eagles  Selected  in  Major  League  Baseball  Draft 


NEWS 


DeWitt 


Frith 


Hoffpauir 


Shepherd 


Tubb 


■  On  the  first  day  of  the  Major  League  Baseball  draft,  three  Southern  Miss  play- 
ers were  selected.  Jarrett  Hoffpauir  (6th  round)  and  Matt  Shepherd  (8th  round) 
were  selected  by  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals,  and  Ryan  Frith  (17th  round)  was  picked 
by  the  Philadelphia  Phillies. 

Hoffpauir  was  named  first-team  All-Conference  USA,  the  C-USA  all-tournament 
team,  the  NCAA  Baton  Rouge  Regional  All-Tournament  team,  second-team  Ail- 
American  by  USA  Today/Sports  Weekly  and  third-team  All-American  by 
TPX/Louisville  Slugger.  He  was  a  semifinalist  for  the  Dick  Howser  Trophy  and  the 
Golden  Spikes  Award,  given  to  the  top  collegiate  player  in  the  nation. 

He  had  a  team-leading  .405  batting  average,  scored  62  runs,  had  a  school-record 
109  hits,  tied  for  the  team  lead  with  27  doubles,  hit  two  triples,  11  home  runs,  a 
school-record  92  RBIs,  a  school-record  12  sacrifice  flies  and  was  walked  20  times. 

Shepherd,  a  third-team  TPX  Louisville  Slugger  All-American,  hit  .378  with  104 
hits,  27  doubles,  six  triples,  scored  74  runs  and  drove  in  41  runs.  Shepherd  was 
named  a  first-team  All- Conference  USA  honoree  and  was  selected  to  the 
Conference  USA  All-Tournament  team.  He  had  a  long  hitting  streak  of  12  games 
and  was  named  Conference  USA  Hitter  of  the  Week  once. 

Frith,  a  second-team  USA  Today/Sports  Weekly  and  TPX/Louisville  Slugger  All- 
American,  hit  .341  for  the  year  with  85  hits,  15  doubles,  22  home  runs,  scored  59 
runs  and  drove  in  63  runs.  He  finished  with  166  total  bases  for  a  .667  slugging 
percentage  and  had  a  .419  on-base  percentage.  He  finished  with  111  putouts,  six 
assists  and  had  a  fielding  percentage  of  .967. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Major  Baseball  League  Draft  two  more  Golden  Eagles 
were  selected.  Austin  Tubb  (32nd  round)  was  selected  by  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals 
and  Anthony  DeWitt  (36th  round)  was  taken  by  the  Houston  Astros. 

Tubb,  a  first-team  TPX/Louisville  Slugger  All-American,  is  Southern  Miss'  all- 
time  save  leader  with  20  and  is  fourth  all-time  in  Conference  USA  history.  A  sec- 
ond-team CoSlDA  Academic  All-American,  he  finished  with  an  8-0  record  with  10 
saves  and  a  0.93  ERA  in  38.2  innings  pitched  this  season.  A  first-team  All- 
Conference  USA  performer,  he  struck  out  49,  walked  seven  and  opponents  hit 
.215  against  him.  He  was  second  in  Conference  USA  in  saves  and  tied  for  eighth 
in  victories. 

DeWitt,  a  second-team  All-Conference  USA  honoree,  finished  with  a  10-3 
record  and  a  4.80  ERA  in  a  team-high  93.2  innings  pitched.  He  struck  out  68, 
walked  35  and  opponents  hit  .276  against  him.  He  tied  for  fourth  on  the  schools 
single-season  and  career  wins  list  (19).  In  Conference  USA  statistics,  he  was  first 
in  wins,  second  in  games  started  and  fifth  in  batters  struck  out  looking. 


Southern  Miss  vs.  Nebraska  to  be  Televised 

The  Golden  Eagles'  season  opener  against  the  University  of  Nebraska  on 
September  11  will  be  televised  on  a  regional  basis  by  ABC,  as  part  of  the  Big  12 
Conference's  football  package.  The  regionally-televised  broadcast  is  set  for  an  1 1  a.m., 
CST,  kickoff. 

The  contest  will  be  Southern  Miss'  seventh  all-time  appearance  on  ABC,  the  first 
since  facing  Penn  State  in  1998.  Along  with  the  Nebraska  game,  the  Golden  Eagles 
also  will  compete  in  televised  games  against  California  (September  16  on  ESPNL 
Houston  (October  7  on  ESPN2)  and  Memphis  (November  12  on  ESPN2). 


Golden  Eagle  Tennis  Players 
Receive  Awards 

■  Junior  David  Canudas  was  named  to  the 
Conference  USA  All-Conference  second  team, 
while  senior  women's  tennis  player  Olivia  Berry 
was  selected  for  the  2004  Academic  All-Amenca 
second  team  selection  by  the  College  Sports 
Information  Directors  of  America  (CoSIDA). 

Canudas,  a  native  of  Barcelona,  Spain,  moved 
up  in  the  national  rankings  to  No.  84.  He  owns  a 
20- 1 2  record,  including  a  12-9  dual  spring  record. 
He  defeated  five  nationally  ranked  players  and 
finished  the  Conference  USA  Tournament  with  a 
1-0  record  in  singles  play. 

Berry  was  the  only  athlete  to  receive  this  honor 
in  Mississippi.  It  is  the  highest  award  a  student 
athlete  can  receive  that  honors  both  academic 
excellence  and  athletic  achievement.  Berry  played 
at  No.  5  singles,  posting  a  13-17  record.  She  and 
Courtney  Ulrich  teamed  together  at  No.  3  dou- 
bles, finishing  with  an  8-9  record. 


Softball  Players  Receive  All- 
Conference  Honors 

■  Senior  centerfielder 
Auriel  Jenkins  was  recently 
named  as  the  2004 
Conference  USA  player  of 
the  year  and  fourth-year 
Head  Coach  Gay  McNutt 
was  awarded  Conference 
USA  Coach  of  the  Year.  Jenkins 

Jenkins  is  the  second  Southern  Miss  player  ever 
to  claim  the  league's  MVP  honors.  She  is  current- 
ly ranked  in  the  top  ten  of  six  of  the  leagues  major 
hitting  categories.  The  centerfielder  leads  the  Lady 
Eagles  in  batting  average  (.399),  slugging  percent- 
age (.630)  and  on-base  percentage  (.461).  Jenkins 
also  is  tops  on  her  team  m  runs  scored  (39),  is  tied 
with  Sarah  Boyd  for  most  home  runs  (8),  and  col- 
lected 87  total  bases  on  the  year.  The  senior  from 
Pearl,  Miss.,  is  ranked  46th  nationally  for  her  bat- 
ting average  and  earlier  in  the  year  received  C- 
USA  Hitter  of  the  Week  honors  on  March  29. 

Also  receiving  second-team  All-Conference 
USA  honors  were  senior  pitcher  Jessica  Holaway, 
sophomore  first  baseman  Ashley  Davis  and  soph- 
omore shortstop  Jessica  Huerta.  Freshman  catch- 
er Sue  Logan  was  selected  to  the  leagues  all-fresh- 
man team. 

The  Lady  Eagles  won  the  2004  regular  season 
Conference  USA  championship  with  a  record  of 
19-4  in  Conference  USA  play 
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Boley  Named  Preseason  All-American 

Senior  linebacker  Michael  Boley  has  been  named  to  the  first  team 
All-American  list  and  was  named  as  the  2004  Conference  USA  Player 
of  the  Year  by  Blue  Ribbon.  Boley  also  was  named  a  preseason  first 
team  All-American  by  Athlon  Sports,  one  of  Americas  premier  sports 
annuals. 

Boley  led  Conference  USA  and  finished  seventh  in  the  nation  in 
tackles  for  loss  last  season  with  22.5,  while  registering  151  total  tack- 
les (13th  in  the  country).  It  was  his  second  straight  year  with  more  than  100  tackles. 
He  is  a  two-time  first  team  All-Conference  USA  selection  that  has  produced  18  sacks 
and  37.5  tackles  for  loss  over  the  past  two  seasons.  Last  seasons  performance  helped 
garner  Boley  All-America  honors  by  CollegeFootballNews.com  and  he  was  selected  as 
the  C-USA  Defensive  Player  of  the  Year  by  the  same  Web  site. 

Boley,  Eric  Scott,  John  Eubanks  and  Marvin  Young  also  were  selected  to  the  presea- 
son All-Conference  USA  team. 

Former  Lady  Eagle  Joye  Lee-McNelis  Named  Women's 
Basketball  Coach 

Joye  Lee-McNelis  has  been  named  as  the  school's  fourth  head 
women's  basketball  coach.  She  was  a  former  Lady  Eagle  basketball 
standout  and  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

McNelis  spent  the  last  13  seasons  as  head  coach  at  the  University 
of  Memphis,  where  she  compiled  a  229-156  record.  She  is  credited  with  leading  her 
teams  to  four-consecutive  conference  championships,  five-consecutive  20-win  sea- 
sons and  eight  postseason  tournament  appearances.  She  coached  14  all-conference 
players  and  has  two  former  players  currently  playing  in  the  WNBA. 

"I'm  excited  about  the  opportunity  of  coming  home  and  being  with  family," 
McNelis  said.  "That  probably  was  the  biggest  factor  that  influenced  my  decision.  It 
gives  my  children  the  chance  to  grow  up  and  spend  more  time  with  their  grandpar- 
ents. In  regards  to  Southern  Miss  women's  basketball,  my  No.  1  priority  is  to  take  the 
program  back  to  the  lofty  heights  that  it  enjoyed  during  Coach  Kay  James'  tenure.  I 
played  and  coached  for  her,  and  both  were  great  experiences.  We  want  to  revive  the 
tradition  that  people  have  associated  with  Southern  Miss  women's  basketball." 


Trio  Taken  on  Second  Day  of  NFL  Draft 

Three  standouts  from  the  2003  Conference  USA  championship  season  now  can  take 
their  skills  to  the  National  Football  League,  selected  on  the  second  day  of  the  2004  NFL 
Draft. 

All-American  linebacker  Rod  Davis  was  taken  by  the  Minnesota  Vikings  in  the  fifth 
round'  the  155th  overall  selection,  while  defensive  backs  Greg  Brooks  (183rd  overall  by 
the  Cincinnati  Bengals)  and  Etric  Pruitt  (186th  overall  by  the  Atlanta  Falcons). 

Davis,  a  three-time  All-American,  was  named  to  many  All-America  teams  this  season. 
In  2003,  Davis  led  Southern  Miss  in  total  tackles  with  164  and  has  a  team-best  111  solos. 
He  also  has  20  tackles  for  loss,  four  sacks,  four  pass  breakups,  1 1  quarterback  hurries, 
one  fumble  recovery  and  five  forced  fumbles. 

Pruitt  also  is  among  the  top  defensive  players  in  school  history.  His  132  total  tackles 
rank  third  among  players  this  season,  but  Pruitt  is  the  top  defensive  back  in  school  his- 
tory in  career  tackles  with  362.  He  also  has  five  tackles  for  loss,  three  interceptions,  10 
pass  breakups,  three  fumble  recoveries  and  one  forced  fumble  this  season. 

Brooks  is  the  school's  all-time  pass  breakup  leader  with  47.  This  season,  the  cornerback 
led  the  team  with  12  pass  breakups,  while  also  registering  29  tackles,  one  sack,  three 
interceptions,  one  fumble  recovery  and  two  forced  fumbles 


m 


PATRICK  SURTAIN 

NO.  23  •  CORNERBACK 

MIAMI  DOLPHINS 

In  his  seventh  season,  Patrick  Surtain 
had  57  tackles  and  led  the  Miami 
Dolphins  with  15  passes  defended  and 
seven  interceptions,  which  tied  him  for 
first  in  the  AFC  and  tied  him  for  fourth  in 
the  NFL.  He  was  named  the  AFC 
Defensive  Player  of  the  month  for  October 
in  2003.  The  same  season,  Surtain  was 
also  named  to  the  AFC  Pro  Bowl  team,  his 
second  consecutive  Pro  Bowl  selection, 
although  he  was  unable  to  play  in  last 
year's  game  because  of  an  injury.  He  is  one 
of  only  two  Dolphin  comerbacks  to  ever 
gain  Pro  Bowl  honors.  With  two  intercep- 
tion returns  for  touchdowns  in  his  career, 
including  one  in  2002,  Surtain  ranks  tied 
for  third  for  the  most  interception  returns 
for  touchdowns  in  Dolphins  history.  At 
Southern  Miss,  he  was  named  the 
Conference  USA  Player  of  the  Year  by  The 
Football  News  following  his  senior  season 
of  1997,  when  he  started  all  1 1  games  and 
finished  with  66  tackles,  six  interceptions 
and  15  passes  defended. 
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CLUB 


Allen  Doyle 


Rise  to  Dominance  Highlights  the 
Summer  Months 

As  part  of  the  2004  Eagle  Club  campaign,  we  are  introducing  the 
"Rise  to  Dominance"  program  that  offers  special  incentives  to  both 
fans  and  volunteers  through  the  purchase  of  a  great  "Top  of  The 
Rock"  season  ticket  package  and  Eagle  Club  membership.  The  pro- 
gram targets  fans  who  aren't  in  the  Eagle  Club  and  is  a  one-time  offer 
that  allows  new  Eagle  Club  members  two  Top  of  the  Rock  season 
tickets  and  a  $125  Eagle  Club  membership  for  a  special  rate  of  $175 
(a  $225  value).  Additional  season  tickets  are  available  for  $50  each. 
For  more  information,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  office  at  (601)  266- 
5299.  It  is  not  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  this  special  offer,  which 
includes  guaranteed  parking  for  all  five  home  football  games. 

Upcoming  Southern  Miss  Events 

The  James  Ray  Carpenter  Golf  Tournament, 
•*if^  featuring   Alen    Doyle   and   numerous   NFL 
celebrities,  will  be  held  November  5  at  the 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club. 

Allen  Doyle,  winner  of  this  years  Bank  of 
America  Championship  on  the  Champions 
Tour,  returns  to  Hattiesburg  for  the  annual  golf 
outing  and  to  be  honored  prior  to  the 
Cincinnati  game  (November  6)  for  his  contri- 
butions to  our  men  and  women's  golf  programs. 
This  tournament  has  become  one  of  Hattiesburg's  premier  golf  events. 
To  broaden  the  tournament's  appeal,  numerous  celebrities  will  be  fea- 
tured, including  Sammy  Winder,  Reggie  Collier,  Bud  Brown  and  NFL 
stalwarts  Kent  Hull  and 
Aubrey  Matthews. 

Additionally,  this  year's 
tournament  will  include 
an  evening  dinner/social, 
where  student-athletes 
receiving  golf  scholar- 
ships will  be  honored. 
All  players  will  receive 
tee  gifts,  including  a  one- 
of-a-kind,  professionally  designed  Southern  Miss  golf  towel,  a 
Southern  Miss  repair  tool  and  an  Adams  Golf  Tour  replica  cap. 

As  with  last  year,  Petro  Automotive  Group,  Adams  Golf  and  the 
Palace  Casino  Resort  join  Dr.  Mike  Molleston  as  our  main  sponsors. 
Look  for  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  the  latest  in  Adams  Golf 
Equipment  to  be  raffled  away.  For  a  brochure,  contact  the  Eagle  Club. 

Two  Join  Prestigious  Circle  of 
Champions  Program 

Two  long-time  ardent  Golden  Eagle  Supporters  have  joined  the 
Circle  of  Champions  program.  Vic  Roberts  and  Kim  Bradley  have 
become  members  of  this  prestigious  program  where  the  donor  com- 
mits to  $100,000  or  $10,000  annually  to  Southern  Miss  athletics. 
Information  on  this  program  is  available  through  the  Eagle  Club. 


James  Ray  Carpenter  with  Allen  Doyle  and  Lee 
Trevino  at  the  2004  Emerald  Coast  Classic. 


Rock  the  Coast  and  LSU  Basketball 

Look  for  Coach  Eustachy  and  the  Golden  Eagle  basketball  team  to 
take  on  LSU  at  the  Coast  Coliseum  on  December  18.  Tickets  for  this 
game  will  be  included  in  our  season  ticket  packages,  which  are  now 
available  by  calling  our  ticket  office  at  (800)  844-TICK. 

Southern  Miss  Weekly  Luncheons  to  Begin 

Starting  August  30,  football  luncheons  will  be  held  ever)'  Monday 
at  12  p.m.  at  Buffalo  Wild  Wings  in  Hattiesburg.  Head  Coach  Jeff 
Bower,  the  football  staff  and  the  players  will  be  in  attendance  and  will 
speak. 

Building  Dominance  Golf  Tour 

The  Dominance  Golf  Tour,  which  featured  Jeff  Bower,  had  a  fan- 
tastic finish.  Designed  to  bring  coaches  and  staff  closer  to  our  loyal 
fan  base,  Bower  made  nine  golf  stops  coupled  with  numerous  alum- 
ni/athletic socials.  Close  to  1,000  fans  had  the  opportunity  to  play 
golf  and  socialize  with  Coach  Bower,  Coach  Eustachy  and  Coach 
Barnes  as  well  as  athletic  department  staffers  and  NFL  celebrities. 


New  Athletic  Foundation  board  Former  Southern  Miss  and  American 

member  and  Gulf  Coast  Eagle  Club  Football  League  quarterback  and 

volunteer  Billy  and  Brenda  Walker,  Southern  Miss  color  commentator 

enjoying  the  Grand  Time  social.  Vic  Purvis  and  his  wife,  Gaye 


Dempsey  and  Margaret  Lawler  enjoy 
the  company  of  LaRay  Stringer  at 
the  Grand  Time  social. 


Eagle  Club  Welcomes  New  District  Directors 

The  Eagle  Club  would  like  to  thank  Circle  of  Champion  Don 
Smith  for  his  efforts  as  our  Atlanta  chapter  district  director.  Smith  has 
been  replaced  by  Mar)'  Alice  Kirby.  who  will  now  coordinate  activi- 
ties on  behalf  of  the  Eagle  Club.  Additionally  Scott  Warren,  our 
Tampa  director,  has  been  replaced  by  Jeff  Bankston,  son  of  Alton  and 
Kay  Bankston,  who  are  so  active  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  In  Yicksburg: 
Congratulations  to  former  District  Director  Gates  Weaver.  Gates  and 
was  married  on  July  17  and  Gates  had  to  Hattiesburg,  Replacing 
Gates  is  John  Guy,  who  is  a  young,  fast-moving  executive  with  the 
Vicksburg  Isle  of  Capri  casino. 
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LelrFinish/Southern  Miss  Alumni  Golf 
•rnament  to  be  held  at  Canebrake  Golf  Club. 


Sponsored  by  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association 

Friday,   October   22   •    II  :30  a.m. 


Visit  our  web   site  at  www.southernmissalumni.com 
or    call    (60  1)266-50  13    for    more 

INFORMATION     AND     REGISTRATION. 


Make  the  most  of  your  Homecoming  2004 

weekend  by  participating  in  the 

Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 


Tournament.  This  tournament  has  all  the 


makings  of  a  perfect  golf  event:  a  great 

course,  fellowship  with  other  Golden  Eagle 

faithful,  and  a  worthy  cause.  The  proceeds 

will  benefit  the  USMAA  Legacy  Fund, 

which  has  been  created  to  provide  future 

scholarships  for  the  children  of  alumni. 


COMPLETE   AND    RETURN   THIS    FORM   TO: 

USM  Alumni  Association  •  P.O.  Box  5013  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


Team   Contact: 
e-Mail: 


Phone:. 
Fax: 


Address: 


We  must  have  Player's  address  to  determine  Paid  Alumni  Discount  Status. 


Team  Members: 


Address 


Phone 


HCP/Avg 


No.  of  Players  x  $  125  =  $ . 


.  Mulligans  (2  Per  Player)  No.  of  Players  x  $10=$_ 


Payment  Method:  □  Check  □  Cash  □  Credit  (MC  or  Visa)  QCash 

Credit  Card  No. Exp.  Date: 

Make  Checks  Payable  to  USM  Alumni  Association 


NOTES 


Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on 
the  news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow 
Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon, 
please  send  your  information  to  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  Alumni  Association,  118 
College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406- 
0001;  e-mail  alumni.talon@usm.edu;  or  post 
online  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


1960s 


THOMAS  DICKINSON  '68  was  recently 
elected  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Prairie  Community  Bank  in  Marengo,  Ark. 


1970$ 


JOHN  O.  EVERETT  70,  71  was  present- 
ed the  American  Taxation  Associations 
Outstanding  Service  Award. 

JOHN  D.  "BUDDY"  SMITH  70  is  serving 
as  Yazoo  County's  superintendent  of  edu- 
cation. His  wife,  PHYLLIS  SMITH  '69, 

recently  retired  after  teaching  for  30  years. 

LARRY  A.  STROHM  SR.  70  retired  after 
teaching  and  coaching  in  the  Harrison 
County  School  System  for  33  years. 

MARSHALL  L.  BELL  71  was  inducted 
into  the  Southern  Miss  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame  on  April  16. 

ROBERT  V.  ABBEY  73,  manager  of  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Services  California- 
Nevada  Operations  Office,  was  honored 
by  Interior  Secretary  Gale  Norton  for  his 
extraordinary  performance  and  excellence 
in  leadership. 

JUNE  D.  HARRISON  73  was  promoted 
to  assistant  vice  president  at  Citizens  Bank 
in  Columbia. 

MICHAEL  MARKS  77,  82  was 

honored  at  the  annual 
Southeastern  Theatre  Conference 
as  the  secondary  festival  chair. 
He  is  now  the  director  of  foren- 
sics  at  Hattiesburg  High  School.  (PHOTO) 

TANYA    FIELD    MEARSE 

79  attended  a  banquet  for 
the  Houston  Chi  Omega 
alumnae  chapter  where  she 
met  Jane  Mclnnis  Mills,  sec- 
retary for  former  Southern  Miss  President 
Joe  Cook.  (PHOTO) 


Former  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Chief 
Justice  Edwin  Pittman  '57  dared  to  dream  the 
impossible  dream.  As  a  young  10  year  old  grow- 
ing up  in  Hattiesburg,  his  goal  was  to  be  success- 
ful in  government  and  politics. 

At  14,  he  followed  that  calling  all  the  way  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  where  he  served  for  almost  a 
year  as  a  page  with  the  House  of  Representatives. 
His  passion  continued  through  his  years  at 
Southern  Miss.  He  wanted  to  be  a  politician — a 
successful  politician.  With  a  double  major  in  history  and  government  and  a 
minor  in  speech,  Pittman  laid  the  groundwork  for  his  goal.  He  went  on  to  earn 
his  law  degree  because  "it  used  to  be  that  mostly  lawyers  and  newspaper  people 
were  in  politics."  He  had  prepared  well  for  this  moment. 

The  next  logical  step  was  to  run  for  public  office,  and  Pittman s  dream  fast 
became  a  reality.  From  1964  to  1972,  Pittman  served  in  the  Mississippi  State 
Senate.  He  went  on  to  become  state  treasurer  from  1976  to  1980.  From  there  he 
continued  his  upward  climb  as  secretary  of  state  from  1980  to  1984.  He  then 
served  as  attorney  general  from  1984  to  1988. 

His  24  years  of  public  service  made  Pittman  an  excellent  choice  for  the 
Mississippi  Supreme  Court.  And  so  it  was  in  1989  he  was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
states  highest  court.  After  12  years  of  service,  he  became  chief  justice. 

Some  of  the  Supreme  Court  rule  changes  adopted  while  he  was  chief  justice 
made  the  workings  of  the  Court  more  available  to  the  general  public.  Dockets 
of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Court  of  Appeals  were  posted  on  the  courts  Web 
site,  and  Supreme  Court  oral  arguments  were  broadcast  over  the  Internet.  And 
electronic  and  photographic  coverage  of  state  trial  and  appellate  court  proceed- 
ings were  allowed. 

On  March  31,  2004,  Edwin  Pittman  retired  from  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court.  "I  haven't  quit,"  he  explained.  "I've  just  retired  from  government."  Having 
reached  the  pinnacle  of  his  career,  Pittman  wanted  to  spend  more  time  traveling 
with  his  wife,  Virginia,  and  visiting  their  blended  family  of  seven  children. 

When  asked  how  he  would  like  to  be  remembered,  Justice  Pittman  paused  to 
think.  "I  guess  at  this  stage  of  life,  if  you  can  be  remembered  as  being  a  good 
person  that's  just  about  all  you  can  hope  for,"  he  said.  "On  the  scale  of  things, 
what  I've  done  is  minor.  In  one  man's  life  it  sounds  pretty  good  but  if  you  com- 
pare it  with  the  importance  of  the  nation  or  the  state  or  the  university,  what  I've 
done  is  rather  modest.  But  I  enjoyed  it  and  it's  what  I  wanted  to  do.  I  feel  like  I 
had  a  wonderful  career." 

— Karen  B.  Gibbs 


TOM  MOAK  '80  has  been  selected  to  till 
the  post  of  Sequoyah  District  Unit  com- 
missioner for  the  Great  Smokey  Mountain 
Council. 

KAREN  FAIRBURN  '82  is  a  registered 
nurse  with  Beverly  Healthcare  in 
Brookhaven. 


CLEVELAND  PAYNE  '82  is  now  working 
on  his  ninth  book,  scheduled  to  be 
released  in  2003 

NORMA    BREWER    '83    was    recently 

selected  as  the  Employee  ot  the  Quarter  for 
the  first  quarter  of  2004  at  South 
Mississippi  State  Hospital  in  Purvis. 

JEFF  EURE  '83  has  been  promoted  to  cap- 
tain of  a  Boeing  767  for  Delta  Air  Lines. 


SUMMER  20<H 
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— 1  SUSAN  LAMEY  '83  is  now 

Jr^^k  public  affairs  specialist  for 
W  State  Farm  of  Mississippi. 
Mjk  Lamey  who  will  be  based  in 
!  I  Jackson,  is  responsible  for 
'-1' '  internal  and  external  com- 
munications, media  relations  and  commu- 
nity outreach  throughout  the  state. 
(PHOTO) 

CHARLES  R.  LINDSAY  '83  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Jackson  Public  Schools.  This  will  be  his 
second  term  as  president  of  the  school 
board.  With  an  enrollment  of  more  than 
31,000  students,  Jackson  public  schools 
constitute  the  largest  school  district  in 
Mississippi. 

DAVID  PERRY,  CPA,  CHFP  '83,  a  senior 
audit  manager  at  Home  CPA  Group  in 
Nashville,  has  been  named  a  fellow  of  the 
Healthcare  Financial  Management 
Association. 

JIM  WARREN  '84  and  Malmda  Church 
were  married  May  14,  2004. 

MELISSA  CALLAHAN  '87  has  been 
named  to  the  Northern  Division  board  of 
advisory  directors  with  Hancock  Bank. 

CHARLES  PHELPS  '87  and  Jennifer  Lynne 
Morgan  were  married  October  11,  2003. 

JOHN    ALLEN    PHILLIPS    '87   and   his 

wife,  Kim,  announce  the  May  17,  2004, 
birth  of  their  son,  Robert  Mattinson. 

DR.  FERRIS  BYXBE  '88,  associate  profes- 
sor of  criminal  justice  at  SRSU  Rio  Grande 
Justice,  was  elected  vice  president  for  the 
west  region  of  the  Texas  Council  of  Faculty 
Senates. 

CHARLES  W  "WES"  HARRIS  '89  and 

Julianne  Harris  of  Houston  announce  the 
February  4,  2004,  birth  of  their  son,  Heath 
Thomas  Rody.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  sis- 
ters Hadley  and  Heather  and  big  brother 
Bryan. 

KEVIN  OLESEN  '89  and  his  wife,  April, 
are  living  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  where  he  is  a 
pilot  for  Southwest  Airlines.  He  recently 
completed  his  duties  with  U.S.  Central 
Command  Headquarters  after  three  years 
of  working  in  the  Air  Operations  Division 
and  with  the  Time-Sensitive  Targeting 
Branch,  where  he  prosecuted  high-value 
targets  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 


.  I'ORE 
;fiU"HElU 


BRIAN  E.  TROTTER  '89 
and  MELISSA  "MISSY" 
TROTTER  '89  announce 
the  December  12,  2003, 
birth  of  their  son,  Austin 
Bach.  He  is  joined  by  big 

sister  Chelsea  and  big  brother  Andrew. 

(PHOTO) 


1990s 


SHAWN  MERCER  '90  has  been  selected 
as  a  member  of  the  2004  Leaders  for  a 
New  Century  class  sponsored  by  the  Area 
Development  Partnership  in  Hattiesburg. 

JOHN  WHITE  '91  and  LAURA  WHITE 

'91  announce  the  April  2,  2004,  birth  of 
their  son,  Scott  Bryant. 

DEAN  BERTRAM  '92  and  JENNIFER 
BERTRAM  '98  announce  the  April  28, 
2004,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Stella  Nicole. 


"•* 


_i 


DAWN  BIRDSONG 

JACKSON  '92  and  ERIC 
K.        JACKSON        '93 

announce  the  December 
30,  2003,  birth  of  their 
twin  daughters,  Ashley 
Christine  and  Haley  Caroline.  They  are  wel- 
comed home  by  their  big  sister,  Lauren  Elise 
(PHOTO). 

REV.  DAVID  LOWERY  '92  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Picayune  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

PAUL  PINKERTON  '92  of  Brandon  has 
joined  Mississippi  State  Hospitals  Human 
Resources  Division  as  a  personnel  officer. 
(PHOTO) 

TAMMY  VOYNIK  '92  and  EDDIE 
VOYNIK  '93  announce  the 
December  17,  2003,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Anna  Kate.  She  is  welcomed 
by  big  brother  Joseph.  (PHOTO) 
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AUTHORS 


KIMBERLY  L.  DREWS    93,  '95  is 

now  a  research  assistant  professor  in 
the  Department  of  Statistics  at  Texas 
A&M  University. 

MELISSA  WILLIAMSON 
93,  '99  and  CHARLES 
WILLIAMSON  93  £ 

announce  the  November 
12,  2003,  birth  of  their 
son,  Noah  Charles.  (PHOTO) 

CHRIS  KELLY  94  and  PAM  KELLY 

'94  announce  the  May  5,  2004,  birth 
of  their  son,  Robert  Eli. 

KRISTIE  EVANS  '95  received  her 
new  certified  public  accountant 
license  during  a  formal  ceremony  at 
the  state  capitol  in  Jackson. 

CHRISTOPHER  MICHAEL  LOFTIN 
'95   and  DANA  LOFTIN 

'95  announce  the  April  1, 
2004,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Abigail  Marie. 
(PHOTO) 

CONNIE  ROBERTS  '95  has  been 
elected  as  the  district  governor  of  the 
Mississippi  chapter  of  the  National 
Association  of  Teachers  of  Singing. 

JEFF  BANKSTON  '96  and  SUSAN 

BANKSTON  '96  are  currently  resid- 
ing in  Tampa,  Fla.  Jeff  is  working  as 
an  accountant,  and  Susan  is  a  nurse 
anesthetist. 

JOHN  BURKS  '96,  '99  and  JULIE 
BURKS  '00  announce  the  September 
16,  2003,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Anna  Weston. 

REGENALD  BYRD  '96  has  been 
selected  as  a  member  of  the  2004 
Leaders  for  a  New  Century  class 
sponsored  by  the  Area  Development 
Partnership  in  Hattiesburg. 

DR.  TONY  DEMARS  '96,  a  radio- 
television  professor,  was  recently 
appointed  the  interim  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Mass 

Communication  at  Sam  Houston 
State  University. 

CAPT.  KYLE  D.  HEAD  '96  com- 
manded troops  in  Baghdad,  Iraq, 
from  April  2003  until  April  2004.  He 
is  currently  stationed  at  Ft.  Polk,  La. 


BREC    HARRIS    '97    of 

Poplarville  received  a  pro- 
motion with  Union 
Planters  Bank  as  the  busi- 
ness relationship  manager. 
(PHOTO) 

MI  K.  KIM  '99  has  joined 
the  Miami-based  office  of 
Shook,  Hardy  &  Bacon 
LLP  as  an  associate  in  the 
firm's  tort  section. 
(PHOTO) 

TRISHA  D.  WAGES  LYONS  '97,  '98 
and    ROBIN    D.    LYONS    '97,    '04 

announce  the  March  18,  2003,  birth 
of  their  son,  Parker  Breland. 

ASHLEA  MADDOX  '97  was  selected 
as  a  member  of  the  2004  Leaders  for 
a  New  Century  class  sponsored  by 
the  Area  Development  Partnership  in 
Hattiesburg. 

RONNIE   WAYNE    STANLEY    '97 

and  Nancy  Mae  Chang  were  married 
March  20,  2004. 

JENNIFER  STEWART  '97  and  her 

husband,  Stephen,  announce  the 
April  1,  2004,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Taylor  Nicole. 

SCOTT  EVERETT  WHITE  '97  and 

his  wife,  Laura,  announce  the 
December  18,  2003,  birth  of  then- 
son,  Miles  Everett. 

KERR1  BULLOCK  '99  and  Robbie 
Gill  were  married  March  6,  2004. 

AMANDA  SMOOTS  DAVIS  '99  and 

her  husband,  Kevin,  announce  the 
January  21,  2004,  birth  of  their  son, 
Mason  James. 

CHRISTOPHER  JOEL  WILLIAMSON 
'99  and  GRETCHEN  MARIE  SPRING 

'02  were  mamed  March  20,  2004. 


2000s 


ANNELISE  FLESHER  '00  and  Will 

Morton  were  married  May  31,  2003. 

MELISSA    MOORE     00,    '04   was 

named  the  assistant  strength  and  con- 
ditioning coach  at  Georgia  Tech  in 
Atlanta. 

SHELLY  PARCHMAN  '00  received  a 
masters  of  physical  therapy  degree 
from  the  University  of  South  Alabama 
in  May  2003. 


lycoch  to  the 
1  Wounded  Hccifcr 


Reach  to  the  Wounded  Healer 

Ernest  de  I'Autin  '84 

Ivy  House 

351  pages  /  $2795 

In  his  first  novel,  Ernest 
de  I'Autin  centers  the  story 
around  Paul  de  la  Moret, 
who  is  searching  for  the 
meaning  of  his  mysterious 
visions  and  the  woman 
within  the  visions.  His 
journey  toward  under- 
standing takes  him  on  an 
incredible  quest  from  his 
Southern  plantation  home  to  the  civil  strife  of 
the  Ukraine,  where  each  encounter  with  the 
lady  of  his  dreams  brings  him  closer  to  freedom 
from  his  own  inner  turmoil. 

de  I'Autin,  an  independent  consultant, 
author  and  lecturer,  has  authored  or  co- 
authored  more  than  a  dozen  technical  articles 
in  the  past  20  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Louisiana 
but  currently  resides  in  Texas,  where  is  working 
on  upcoming  novels.  The  book  is  available  in 
bookstores  throughout  the  nation. 

He  Guides  My  Path 
Sarah  Berthelson  '58 
120  pages,  $10.99 

He  Guides  My  Path  is  a  testi- 
mony of  how  God  has 
touched  the  life  of  author 
Sarah  Berthelson.  Throughout 
her  life,  Gods  grace  has 
helped  her  through  times  of 
grief,  and  she  has  written  this 
book  to  share  her  experiences 
and  to  help  others.  Berthelson,  a  native  of 
Brookhaven,  earned  a  degree  in  education  from 
Southern  Miss  and  has  spent  20  years  moving 
around  the  country  with  her  husband,  who  is  in 
the  military.  Today  they  live  in  Rosemark,  Tenn.. 
and  her  two  sons,  Chad  and  Shay,  and  their  fam- 
ilies live  nearby.  In  addition  to  ministering  with 
her  books,  Berthelson  speaks  to  church  groups 
and  other  organizations. 

He  Guides  My  Path  is  currently  available  at 
www.amazon.com ,  www barnesandnoble .com, 
www.borders.coro  and  is  available  in  most 
Christian  bookstores. 
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Mitchell  Honored  With  Silver  Medal 

Danny  E  Mitchell  70,  71,  the  chairman  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  GodwinGroup,  recently  received  the 
2004  Silver  Medal  given  by  the  Jackson  Advertising 
Federation.  The  Silver  Medal  is  the  highest  honor  award- 
ed by  the  federation,  recognizing  individuals  based  on. 
four  criteria:  contributions  to  the  company,  creative  abil- 
ity, contributions  to  the  general  advancement  of  advertis- 
ing, and  contributions  to  the  community 
Mitchell  joined  GodwinGroup  in  1983  and  was  named  chief  exec- 
utive officer  in  1992.  He  has  served  as  the  driving  force  behind  the 
agency's  growth  during  his  21  years  with  the  firm.  Under  Mitchells 
leadership,  the  agency  has  grown  from  $16  million  to  more  than  $60 
million  in  capitalized  billings. 

"To  me,  this  award  is  really  recognition  of  the  dedicated  professionalism 
of  many  people,"  Mitchell  says.  "I'm  honored  to  join  the  list  of  five  other 
Godwin  leaders  who  share  this  same  recognition.  I've  spent  my  time  at 
Godwin  believing  in  doing  what  is  right  for  our  clients'  brands  and  their 
companies.  Perhaps  this  award  helps  confirm  that  mission." 

Rayburn  to  Head  Nationwide  Organization 

Bobby  Rayburn  '69  of  Madison  was  recently  chosen  as  the  president  of 
the  National  Association  of  Home  Builders.  The  group  consists  of  more  than 
215,000  homebuilders  from  around  the  nation.  He  will  advocate  affordable 
housing  and  focus  on  eliminating  taxes  on  Canadian  wood  that  is  used  in 
building  homes  for  the  organization. 

Rayburn  is  the  president  of  Rayburn  and  Associates  in  Jackson  and  has 
been  a  homebuilder  for  more  than  30  years.  He  has  built  more  than  3,000 
homes  and  apartments  throughout  the  state.  Rayburn  has  also  served  as  the 
president  of  the  Home  Builders  Association  of  Greater  Hattiesburg  and  the 
Home  Builders  Association  of  Mississippi.  He  is  currently  serving  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Home  Builders  Association  of  Jackson. 

Bryant  Receives  Award 

State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant  77  recently  received 
the  Distinguished  Public  Servant  Award  by  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Finance  and 
Administration  in  observation  of  "National  Crime 
Victims  Right  Week."  The  award  was  selected  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Safety  Commissioner 
Rusty  Fortenberry  Bryant  has  served  on  the  com- 
mittee and  was  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Domestic  Violence  Task  Force. 

"This  honor  was  indeed  a  surprise,"  Bryant  said.  "I  appreciate  the  people 
who  have  provided  dedication  to  the  victims"  movement.  I  am  a  strong 
advocate  for  victims'  rights  and  hope  to  continue  the  pursuit  of  criminal  jus- 
tice reform  in  Mississippi." 

Payne  Named  Distinguished  Alumnus 

The  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development  recently  named  Jim 
A.  Payne  '64  a  distinguished  alumnus,  and  he  was  inducted  into  the 
Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame.  Payne  created  and  manages  the  Jimmy  A. 
Payne  Foundation,  which  is  affiliated  with  Southern  Miss,  and  the  Jim  Payne 
Family  Foundation,  which  is  dedicated  to  medical  research  activities. 

In  1973,  Payne  and  eight  other  investors  established  UAD  Laboratories,  a 
pharmaceutical  marketing  company,  of  which  he  served  as  president  and 
CEO.  The  company  was  soon  one  of  the  top  40  largest  pharmaceutical  com- 
panies in  the  United  States.  The  company  was  bought  by  Forest  Laboratories 
of  New  York  City  in  1989. 

In  1989,  Payne  became  the  first  Southern  Miss  graduate  to  give  the  uni- 
versity a  $1  million  gift.  With  that  gift,  and  a  donation  from  his  brother, 


Larry  the  Payne  Center  on  campus  was  built.  Payne  also  served  as  the  pres- 
ident of  the  USM  Foundation  for  three  years  and  is  currently  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  the  investment  committee.  He  is  also  a  past  pres- 
ident of  the  Eagle  Club  and  was  inducted  into  the  university's  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame  in  1992. 

Holcombe  Earns  Commendation  Medal 

Navy  Petty  Officer  1st  Class  James  M.  Holcombe  74  recently  received 
the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  Commendation  Medal  for  his  service  while 
assigned  to  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  artillery  battery  in  Jackson.  While 
serving  as  a  supervisor,  Holcombe  filled  a  critical  inspector-instructor 
corpsman  billet  and  was  mobilized  in  support  of  Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom.  He  was  also  selected  as  a  member  of  the  First  Kuwait  Shock 
Trauma  Unit  Platoon.  Holcombe  is  assigned  to  the  Naval  Reserve  Center 
in  Meridian  and  was  recently  chosen  as  a  Naval  Reserve  Force  Reserve 
Sailor  of  the  Year  finalist. 

Fraschillo  Named  Vice  President  of  Band  Association 

Thomas  V  Fraschillo  '68  was  recently  elected  vice  president/president- 
elect of  America's  most  prestigious  organization  for  band  directors,  The 
American  Bandmasters  Association.  The  past  presidents  of  the  organization 
choose  the  vice  president,  so  the  honor  is  singular  among  the  members  of 
the  association.  There  has  never  been  a  vice  president  selected  from 
Mississippi,  and  Fraschillo  is  only  the  second  officer  to  be  selected  from  a 
Southern  state. 

The  vital  mission  of  the  organization  as  envisioned  by  Dr.  Edwin 
Franko  Goldman  some  68  years  ago,  is  carried  out  today  by  a  distin- 
guished and  committed  group  of  band  leaders  and  associates.  The 
Amencan  Bandmasters  Association  has  343  members  from  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Bowes  Receives  Bronze  Star 

Josh  Bowes  '99  recently 
received  the  Bronze  Star  for 
rescuing  a  U.S.  Special 
Forces  unit  from  an  ambush 
in  Afghanistan.  In  the 
process,  his  platoon  killed 
and/or  captured  five  anti- 
coalition  militants.  The  indi- 
viduals captured  proved  to  have  information  that  has  been  instrumental  in 
capturing  several  other  militants  and  thwarting  potential  terrorist  attacks 
against  the  coalition  and  led,  at  least  in  part,  to  the  spring  offensive  code 
named  Operation  Mountain  Storm. 

Bowes  is  with  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  22nd  Infantry  Regiment  of  the 
10th  Mountain  Division  in  Kandahar,  Afghanistan.  Here,  Bowes  is  pic- 
tured with  his  platoon  on  the  Afghan/Pakistan  border. 

Robinson  Named  to  IHL  College  Board 

Robin  Robinson  78  was  recently  appointed  to  the 
Mississippi  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  by  Governor  Haley  Barbour  for  a  term 
to  expire  in  May  2015.  Robinson  currently  serves  as  the 
director  of  organizational  development  and  corporate 
communications  at  Sanderson  Farms  Inc.  She  also 
serves  as  the  chairman  of  Leadership  Mississippi  and 
currently  serves  as  vice  chair  of  the  M.B.  Swayze 
Education  Foundation.  She  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the  follow- 
ing organizations:  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  Jones  County 
Junior  College  Foundation,  the  United  Way  of  the  Pine  Belt,  and  the 
American  Lung  Association,  Mississippi  Chapter.  She  was  named  as  one  of 
Mississippi's  50  Leading  Women,  recognized  by  the  Mississippi  YWCA  as  a 
'Woman  Who  Makes  a  Difference,"  named  one  of  America's  2000  Notable 
Women,  and  has  been  inducted  into  the  university's  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 
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by  Doug  Lounsberry  '82,  '90 

As  my  daughter  Nancy  draws  closer  to  her  graduation  at 
Southern  Miss,  my  mind  has  recently  been  flooded  with  my 
own  unique  college  experiences.  I  received  my  bachelors 
degree  from  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  22  years  ago,  the  same 
year  Nancy  Kate  was  born. 

Time  has  passed  by  so  quickly,  but  I  remember  my  last  day 
as  if  it  were  last  week.  At  about  10  p.m.,  on  a  typical  hot, 
humid  summer  night  in  Long  Beach,  1  finished  Dr.  Brooks 
Smiths  final  exam.  I  stood  in  to  the  hallway  of  Lloyd  Hall  and 
let  out  a  breath  of  relief  that  I  felt  I  had  been  holding  for  five 
years.  As  1  walked  down  the  old,  dark  hardwood  floors  of  the 
hallway  toward  the  exit,  it  hit  me  that  I  was  done.  That  was  my 
"final"  final. 

I  had  spent  the  last  five  years  going  to  school  in  the  evenings  vir- 
tually nonstop  to  try  to  fulfill  a  goal  1  set  for  myself  in  1970,  when 
a  draft  notice  abruptly  changed  my  life's  direction.  In  1977,  after 
serving  six  years  in  the  Navy  and  getting  married,  I  headed  to  the 
Deep  South  to  start  a  new  job  and  a  new  life.  Five  years  later, 
despite  holding  down  a  full-time  job  at  Ingalls  Shipyard,  starting 
a  family  and  not  having  a  full-time,  four-year  campus  on  the 
Coast,  I  had  somehow  managed  to  pull  it  off. 

A  warm  sense  of  satisfaction  settled  inside  me  as  I  eased  into  the 
drivers  seat  of  my  car.  I  had  two  beautiful  daughters  born  while  I 
was  attending  school  and  a  wonderful  wife  who  had  the  strength 
to  take  care  of  them  without  any  family  in  the  area.  Meanwhile,  I 
worked  during  the  day,  went  to  class  in  the  evenings,  and  spent 
what  little  spare  time  I  had  studying,  doing  research  at  the  library, 
writing  papers  and  doing  all  the  other  time-consuming  things  that 
go  with  the  pursuit  of  a  degree. 

I  headed  toward  the  exit  at  the  front  of  the  school  when  it 
occurred  to  me  that  I  had  never  really  taken  a  good  look  at  the 
school.  Without  thinking  about  it,  I  made  a  U-turn  and  drove 
back  onto  the  campus.  I  circled  the  front  drive  past  the  adminis- 
tration building  and  parked  on  the  side  of  the  road  near  the 
Friendship  Oak.  1  left  my  car  and  walked  up  the  stairs  of  a  plat- 
form that  had  been  built  to  spare  the  old  fella  from  all  the  student 
climbers  who  wanted  to  test  its  branches.  I  realized  how  lucky  I 
was  that  Southern  Miss  had  decided  to  open  a  branch  on  the 
Coast.  I  would  have  never  been  able  to  achieve  my  dream  of  a 
degree  without  it.  I  had  mixed  emotions  that  evening,  having  both 
a  fabulous  feeling  of  closure  and  a  distant,  disturbing  feeling  of 
loss.  It  really  was  over,  all  the  hard  work,  but  also  all  the  friend- 
ships I  had  made.  I  knew  as  we  had  all  said  our  farewells  to  each 
other  over  the  last  few  weeks  that  I  would  probably  never  see 
many  of  these  folks  again.  I  would  never  really  have  the  comradery 
of  fraternity  brothers,  enjoy  campus  activities  or  have  memories  of 
roommates  and  late  nights  out  like  normal  college  students.  In  a 


way,  it  was  a  little  sad,  and 

I   vowed    my   daughters 

would  all  have  the  opportunity  for  a  more 

traditional  education. 

I  watched  the  guard  as  he  returned  from  one  of  his  evening 
tours,  looking  my  car  over  curiously  and  then  slowly  approaching. 
"You  can't  park  there,"  he  said  in  loud  but  unthreatening  note.  "It's 
getting  late.  You  need  to  be  moving  on."  I  waved  to  him  so  he 
would  know  I  understood  and  walked  down  from  the  old  oak 
tree's  platform  really  feeling  like  a  soon-to-be  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss,  even  though  some  referred  jokingly  to  my  Gulf  Coast  ver- 
sion as  "Harvard  on  the  Highway."  1  knew  how  hard  I  had  worked 
to  achieve  my  degree,  and  I  knew  how  much  I  had  learned  and 
how  my  education  had  provided  me  with  the  tools  I  needed  to 
help  me  to  achieve  other  goals  I  had  set. 

I  ended  up  going  back  a  few  years  later  and  obtained  my  MBA. 
again  through  the  same  insane  night-school  approach,  again  at  the 
Long  Beach  campus,  and  again  missing  the  graduation  ceremony 
due  to  other  obligations.  So  now,  22  years  later,  my  middle  daugh- 
ter is  set  to  graduate  and  receive  her  bachelors  degree.  As  she 
walks  across  that  stage  and  receives  her  diploma,  she  probably 
won't  realize  that  she's  really  up  there  for  both  of  us.  I'm  very 
proud  of  her  and  her  achievements  and  very  happy  that  she  chose 
to  attend  school  at  Southern  Miss'  Hattiesburg  campus.  We  both 
received  a  quality  education  and  a  lot  of  care  along  the  way,  even 
if  it  was  in  two  different  parts  of  the  state. 

To  me.  Southern  Miss  has  always  been  about  the  students  and 
helping  them  achieve  their  goals.  The  heart  that  lies  deep  within 
the  faculty,  students,  administration  and  alumni  is  what  sets  us 
apart.  Whether  you  are  a  student  in  Hattiesburg,  at  Stennis  or  in 
Long  Beach,  we  all  share  something  very  special. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  listening  to  a  broadcast  on  Mississippi 
Public  Broadcasting  on  my  way  to  work.  They  were  discussing  the 
comeback  of  the  Eagle  population  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  I  smiled  to 
myself  and  thought,  'We've  been  here  tor  a  long  time"  it's  just  that 
nobody  has  noticed  us.? 
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"The  Long  and  the  Short  of  It" 

Mississippi  Normal  College  Varsity 

Basketball  Team,  left  to  right: 

Sample,  Furlow,  Benson, 

Thompson,  Longest 

Photo  credit:  1914  Neka  Camon 


Line-up:  Sample,  guard;  Furlow,  guard;  Benson,  forward;  Thomp- 
son, forward;  Longest,  center. 


SUSANNE  PEARCE  '00  recently  earned 
her  certified  public  accountant  license 
during  a  formal  ceremony  held  at  the  state 
capitol  in  Jackson. 

AMY  RADICAN  WALD  '00,  '02  is  now 

employed  as  epidemiologist.  She  and  her 
husband,  Christopher,  reside  in  Clinton. 

LEIGH  ABBEY  '01  and  Sean  Gillam  were 
married  in  McAllen,  Texas,  on  June  12, 
2004. 

SHERIE  BROCK  '01  of  Ridgeland  has 
joined  the  Mississippi  State  Hospital  Social 

Services    Department    as    a 

social  worker. 

BRENTON  LAWRENCE 
BUCKLEY  '01  and  his  wife, 
Sarah,  announce  the  March 
12,  2004,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Mercedes  Laine.  The  family  resides  in  New 
Orleans.  Proud  Golden  Eagle  grandfather 
is  EDWIN  L.  BUCKLEY  JR.  69 
(PHOTO) 

TASHA  S.  MCBRIDE  '01  was  selected 
as  a  member  of  the  2004  Leaders  for  a 
New  Century  class  sponsored  by  the 
Area  Development  Partnership  in 
Hattiesburg. 


min 


REV.  TONY  MCDONALD  01  recently 
received  a  masters  of  divinity  degree  from 
the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University. 

MISTY  MICHELLE  WALKER  '01   and 

James  Russell  Cagle  were  married 
February  7,  2004. 

JENNIFER  LEIGH  WILLIAMS  '01  and 

William  Ruston  Foxworth  were  married 
April  17,  2004. 

RACHEL  SHARLEAN   FAVRE   '02   and 

Robert  Dale  Ford  Jr.  were  married 
February  14,  2004. 

KEVIN    HARRIEL    '02    and   MELANIE 

HARRIEL  '04  announce  the  April  24, 
2004,  birth  of  their  daughters,  Emily 
Grace  and  Helen  Elizabeth. 

MARK  HAULMAN  '02  was  recently 
selected  as  a  member  of  the  2004  Leaders 
for  a  New  Century  class  sponsored  by  the 
Area  Development  Partnership  in 
Hattiesburg. 

WILLIAM  LAWRENCE  REIDY  02  and 
KRISTEN  MICHELLE  BRANNING    03 

were  married  August  2,  2003. 


CHRISTOPHER  GEORGE  SELLERS  02 

was  admitted  into  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Dentistry. 

LT.  JONATHAN  E.  WARE  '02  recently 
received  his  diploma  in  laboratory  man- 
agement from  the  American  Society  for 
Clinical  Pathology  Board  of  Registry  in 
Chicago. 

EDMOND  JOSE  BLANQUERA  JR.    03 

and  Sara  Alisha  Odom  were  married 
December  27,  2003. 

ERIC   KEITH   BONEY  '03  and  NONA 

BONEY  '03  announce  the  March  12, 
2004,  birth  of  their  son,  Bransen  Keith. 

MILDREY  EGUES  03  and  JEFFREY 
SCOTT  STRICKLAND  '04  were  married 
June  5,  2004. 

SARENA  LEE  '03  of  Magee  has  joined  the 
Mississippi  State  Hospital  Rehabilitation 
Services  Department  as  a  mental  health 
recreational  therapist. 

RONALD  SCHWAKE  '03  is  an  associate 
pastor  in  Senatobia  and  is  in  graduate 
school  at  the  Memphis  Theological 
Seminary. 


50 


THE  TALON 


NOTES 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends  sin- 
cere sympathy  to  the  families  of  the  following  alum- 
ni and  friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not 
exceed  40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by 
the  editorial  staff  of  The  Talon.) 

VELMA  IRENE  WOODS  MCELVEEN  '29 

of  Hattiesburg  died  February  27,  2004.  She 
was  a  retired  banker  and  school  teacher. 

AMELIA  LAMBERT  30  of  Peachtree  City, 
Ga.,  has  died. 

DOROTHY   BURRIS   ROBERTSON   37 

died  June  8,  2002. 

EMMA    CATHERINE    HAYES     48    of 

Madison  died  February  6,  2004. 

ROBERT  SULLIVAN  '48  of  Hattiesburg 

died  April  f  4,  2004. 

MABEL  ZERETT  DEDWYLDER    50  of 

Columbia  has  died. 

CHARLIE    QUINN    COFFMAN     51    of 

East  Helena,  Mont.,  died  February  27, 
2004.  Coffman,  81,  was  a  retired  professor. 


LOWERY      A.      WOODALL       51      of 

Hattiesburg  died  March  13,  2004.  Woodall, 
74,  was  the  chief  administrator  of  Forrest 
General  Hospital  for  more  than  34  years. 

JAMES  D.  AINSWORTH  '53  of  Madison 
died  May  3,  2004.  He  was  79. 

GRETCHEN  KENNEDY  COALSON   53 

of  Biloxi  died  January  5,  2002. 

DOROTHY   ADELIA   THOMAS    '53   of 

Vaughan  died  April  2f,  2004.  She  taught 
high  school  for  more  than  35  years. 

HERBERT  P.  PRICE  '54  of  Hattiesburg 
died  March  6,  2004.  He  was  the  owner  of 
Herbert  R  Price  Co. 

KAY  COKER  MCDANIEL  '54  died  May 
12,  2004. 

GENEVA  MCDANIEL  '54  of  Riclgeland 
died  May  12,  2004. 

WILLIAM      G.      STEWART      '54      of 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  died  March  19,  2004. 

THOMAS  O.  TANNER  '54  of  Hazelhurst 
died  April  5,  2004.  He  was  76. 

SYLVIA  J.  PEARSON  '55  of  McNeill  died 
January  17,  2004. 


GERARD    WAGNER    '56    of   Surprise, 

N.Y.,  died  April  16,  2004. 

ROLAND    RAY    FLOYD    '58    of   Baton 

Rouge,  La.,  died  December  f4,  2001. 

MARJORIE       HAMILTON       '58       of 

Hattiesburg  died  March  7,  2004.  She  was 
a  retired  school  teacher  with  the 
Hattiesburg  school  system. 

GEORGE      U.      MAYFIELD       58      of 

Carrollton,  Ala.,  died  on  November  1, 
2003. 

FLORENCE    STRUG    KERNER   '59    of 

New  Orleans,  La.,  died  October  18,  2000. 

ELISE    BUCHANAN    HINTON    '59    of 

Meridian  died  in  May  2002. 

JOSEPH  D.  DUFEK  '60  of  Pascagoula 
died  March  26,  2003. 

DORIS  W  DRAUGHN  '61  of  Atlanta 
died  on  October  16,  1999. 

ADEN     "SONNY'"     GRAVES     '62     of 

Jackson  died  in  March  2004.  He  was  64. 

MICHAEL  FLYNN  KAVANAUGH  '62  of 

Nixa,  Mo.,  died  April  18,  2004. 
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LTC  JAMES   BRYAN   LONG  JR.    '62   of 

Richmond,  Va.,  died  February  13,  2004. 
Long  was  retired  from  the  military  and  was 
a  financial  adviser  for  American  Express. 

JIM  PAYNE  '62  of  Pensacola,  Fla„  died 
April  24,  2004.  Payne  lettered  in  football  at 
Southern  Miss  in  1960  and  1961. 

JAMES    EDWARD    SCHWARTZ     64    of 

Arlington,  Va.,  died  April  7,  2003. 

CARL  R.  ALESIO  '65  of  Rotterdam,  N.Y., 
died  March  31,  2004. 

DR.    GILBERT   LANGDON    '65,    70,    of 

Miamisburg,  Ohio,  died  May  8,  2004. 

BRUCE     "BUDDHA"    MILLER    '65    of 

Yardley,  Pa.,  died  June  15,  2004. 

BARBARA  UHLIG  '67  of  Bremerton, 
Wash.,  died  February  22,  2004. 

DELIA  STEWART  '68  of  Ocean  Springs 
died  February  18,  2004.  She  served  as  Dixie 
Darling  director  from  1966-1969. 

WILLIAM  E  DUKES  '69  of  Gulfport  died 
December  11,  2003.  He  was  a  special  agent 
with  the  FBI  and  worked  as  an  attorney.  An 
endowed  scholarship  in  criminal  justice  has 
been  established  in  his  name. 

WILLIAM     B.     EDMONDSON     '69     of 

Houston,  Texas,  died  February  8,  2004.  He 
worked  in  the  engineering  and  construction 
business  for  more  than  35  years. 

ARTHUR  GILL  '69  of  Biloxi  died  March 
29,  2004. 

WANDA  H.  SCOTT  '69  of  Gulfport  died 
January  24,  2004. 

BARBARA  UHLIG  '69  of  Bremerton, 
Wash.,  died  February  22,  2004.  She  was  58. 

REV.   DR.   CLARA  MAE  WEATHERSBY 

'69  of  Hattiesburg  died  May  15,  2004. 

THOMAS       E.       HAMPTON       '70      of 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  died  April  1,  2004. 

FRANK  HENRY  '71  of  Philadelphia  died 
February  12,  2004. 

JERRY  O'NEAL  '71  of  Columbia  Falls, 
Mont.,  died  March  25,  2004. 

ORBIE  CRAFT  '73  of  Brandon  died  April 
23,  2004.  Craft,  52,  was  the  former  Rankin- 
Madison  County  district  attorney. 


TERRIE  FRENCH  HALL  '73  of  Long  Beach 
died  March  6,  2004.  She  was  52. 

JOHN  CHARLES  HANSEN  '73  of  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  died  June  11,  2004. 

DR.   GARY  ALLEN  COTTINGIM  '74  of 

Greenville,  S.C.,  died  May  29,  2004. 

ROBERT  DANIEL  HENRY  '75  of  Selma, 
Ala.,  died  April  20,  2004.  Henry  served  as 
an  assistant  district  attorney. 

DR.  C.  A.  MARX  '76  of  Hattiesburg  died 
February  29,  2004.  He  was  71. 

MARTIN  C.  HAMMACK  '78  Cleveland 
died  July  11,2003. 

GREGORY  ANTHONY  SMITH  '78  of  Pearl 
died  March  29,  2004. 

SARA  KAY  STEINBERG  LEHRER  WOOD 

'81  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  died  March  30,  2004. 

GERALD  KEITH  PATTON  JR.  '84  of  Van 

Buren,  Ark.,  died  February  11,  2004. 

JOHNNIE     H.     WILLIAMSON     '85     of 

Ridgeland  died  April  4,  2004.  He  worked 
for  more  than  40  years  in  heavy  equipment 
sales,  and  after  retirement,  he  worked  in  the 
golf  department  at  the  Country  Club  of 
Jackson. 

MARILYN  E.  EZELLE  '87  of  Meridian  died 
December  19,  2003. 

JASON     HAROLD     MCBRIDE     '88     of 

Sumrall  died  April  17,  2004.  He  was  a  legal 
assistant  for  Porter  Law  Firm  and  an  adjunct 
professor  in  the  math  department  at  Pearl 
River  Community  College. 

PAULA  ANN  KEIS  '90  of  Stoughton,  Wise, 
has  died. 

SUSAN  VERNE  CLARK  '93  of  Rochester, 
Minn.,  died  November  6,  2003. 

PERRY  MERREL  '96  of  Moss  Point  died 
February  11,  2004. 

REBECCA  GLAHN  '01  of  Jamestown,  Ky, 
died  April  10,  2004. 

Editors  Note:  In  the  spring  2004  issue, 
CARI  ESTESS  '87  was  incorrectly  listed  in 
the  Class  Notes'  "In  Memoriam"  section  as 
being  deceased.  The  Talon  regrets  this  error. 
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J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%o  discount  off  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ 

not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  • ' 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive-In  on  HWY  11 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
Hattiesburg  location  only. 
Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 


hese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1)  What  song  does  the  Pride  play  after  the  extra  point  is 
kicked? 

Are  You  From  Dixie? 

2)  What  is  Lamar  Reynolds  known  for? 

Lamar  Reynolds  attended  230  consecutive  Southern  Miss  foot- 
ball games.  He  was  presented  with  a  Southern  Miss  jersey  with 
the  number  200  on  it  during  the  1999  football  season. 

3)  For  whom  is  "The  Rock"  named? 

"The  Rock,"  or  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium,  is  named  for  local 
attorney  M.M.  Roberts,  who  played  on  the  football  team  in  1914- 
1915.  He  was  a  longtime  supporter  of  Southern  Miss  and  a 
former  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  for 
Higher  Learning. 

4)  In  what  year  were  the  Gulf  Park  campus  and  Keesler  Air 
Force  Base  Center  on  the  Gulf  Coast  established? 

In  July  1972,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  established  the  Gulf  Park  campus  and  Keesler 
Air  Force  Base  Center  as  an  upper-level  degree  completion 
regional  campus  of  the  university. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organizing  International  Excursions  For 

Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SF 


DiplomaDisplay 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance.coin/AIA/SouthernMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


jMBNH 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends' 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  (866)  GET-MBNA  lor  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisp 

or  call  800-422-4100.  ^ 


ESF 

EDUCATION  StRVtCtS 

FOUNDATION 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Stiulnit  loan  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  o  ......-■ 

or  call  (866)  542-8033 


SIMMER 
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SOUTHERN 


Eagle  Landings 


Because  it's  a  time  for  the  Golden  Eagle  faithful  to  get 
fired  up  for  an  upcoming  football  game.  Because  it's  a 
show  of  solidarity  when  Southern  Miss  plays  on  the 


road.  Because  it's  a  chance  to  catch  up  with  friends  you 
haven't  seen  since  last  season.  Because  it's  another  way 
we  can  spread  Golden  Eagle  Fever  across  the  country. 


To  see  if  Eagle  Landings  are  coming  to  a  city  near  you,  check  out  page  10. 
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2004  HOME  SCH 

Sept.  16  (Th^^fernia  (ESPN)  6:3 

Oct.  7  (Thir^ouston  (ESPN2)  6  p.m 

Oct.  23  (Sat.)  East  Carolina  6  p.m. 
/^Homecoming 

Nov.  6  (Sat.)  Cincinnati  2  p.m. 
Nov.  27  (Sat.)lUAB  i;2  p,m. 


,.ILY  FUN  PLAN 
IETS  $149  (additional  child  $50) 
INGLE  GAME  $35/$25Raddffional  child  $10) 
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PREMIUM  SIDEL 

SEASON  TICKETS  $125  /  SINGLE  GAME  $25 

Bestseatsjavailable  on  either  side  of  The  Rock. 

rEAGLl^VtUE  PACK 

:ETS  $99  /  SINGLE  GAME  $25 

t  Roc^/upper-deck  reserved  seating 

k  TpP  OF  THE  ROCK 

LEGAME$1Sjsi 
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Sue  Gallaspy 


Jim  Gallaspy 

erty  Manager 
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M.JW.  ROBERTS  STADIUM  1967 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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